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‘SMART’ OBJECTS
A new cof-

fee maker hit-
ting stores for 
the holidays 
can display 
real-time 
weather data 
using a “smart 
objects” tech-
nology that 
Microsoft Corp. 
has been tout-
ing for years.

The $200 
Melitta Smart 
Mill & Brew, made by Salton Inc., takes advan-
tage of a wireless-data system built by Micro-
soft to automatically display current weather 
conditions and forecasts.

This concept — imbuing everyday objects 
with the ability to deliver at-a-glance infor-
mation — has been in the works at Microsoft 
since at least 2000. Chairman Bill Gates high-
lighted the “Smart Personal Objects Technolo-
gy” (SPOT) in his keynote at the Comdex trade 
show in 2002, calling it part of a seminal shift 
in computing that would soon make a mark.

http://www.yourgrindredefined.com/

GAME HELP
Thousands of die-hard gamers and entre-

preneurs lined up last week to buy the sleek 
PlayStation 3 machines when they went on 
sale in the United States.

Sony Computer Entertainment says that 
when Cure@PLAYSTATION 3 is launched, PS3 
owners can register their machines with Stan-
ford University, download specially designed 
software, and leave their machines online to 

process research 
data when they’re 
not playing.

It’s modeled after 
programs where 
personal computers 
process high-vol-
ume data for signs 
of extraterrestrial 
life and other tasks. 
PCs already contrib-
ute to the Stanford 
medical research 
program.

Sony said data 
processing time can 
be up to 20 times 

faster with a global network of PS3s, which are 
fitted with advanced Cell processors that can 
perform billions of calculations per second.

http://www.us.playstation.com/PS3

QU’RAN RINGTONE
Muslim clerics at a leading seminary in 

India have asked people to refrain from using 
verses from the Qu’ran as ringtones for their 
mobile phones, saying the practice was un-
Islamic.

Qu’ran verses “are not meant for entertain-
ment,” said Mohammed Asumin Qazmi, an 
official at the Dar-ul Uloom seminary in the 
northern Indian town of Deoband. “Anyone 
who persists in using these should be ostra-
cized from society.”

Ringtones with Qu’ran verses or calls to 
prayers are popular among Muslims in Uttar 
Pradesh, India’s largest state.

Mufti Badru-Hasan, a leading cleric in 
Uttar Pradesh capital of Lucknow, said he sup-
ported a ban on such ringtones.

“One should hear the complete verse of 
the Qu’ran with a pious mind and in silence. 
If it is used as a ringtone, a person is bound 
to switch on the mobile, thus truncating the 
verse halfway,” he said. “This is an un-Islamic 
act.”

NO LIMITS
There’s a new way to send large movie, 

music, and other files without worrying about 
whether the e-mail systems can handle large 
attachments.

Free software from Pando Networks Inc. 
automatically converts your attachments into 
a small file that your friend or relative can 
simply open to download the original file from 
Pando or elsewhere. Beginning this week, 
Pando is offering plug-ins to work with most 
Web-based mail services.

Major e-mail providers generally limit 
the size of files you can send or receive to 10 
megabytes.

With Pando, files larger than a specified 
size are automatically converted. A copy of the 
file is sent to Pando’s servers, and only a small 
attachment gets sent to the recipient, who 
must have or obtain the free software from 
Pando.

http://www.pando.com/
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Q: Does shaking a printer toner 
cartridge really help all that much 
in getting more pages printed?

A: Unlike inkjet cartridges, which 
are filled with liquid, toner cartridges 
for laser printers are filled with a fine 
powder. When you use a laser printer, 
this loose toner powder is fused onto 
the paper with heated rollers to create 
the printed text or image.

After manufacturing and trans-
port, the powder in the toner car-
tridge may shift. This may be the case 
if you notice your printouts aren’t 
consistently dark in some places. 
Removing the toner cartridge and giv-

ing it a couple of shakes can reallocate 
the remaining powder so your pages 
get an even application of toner. You 
may even be able to shake out a few 
dozen pages or more before you have 
to replace the cartridge.

Check your printer’s manual for 
instructions on removing the car-
tridge. Toner powder can sometimes 
leak out of a cartridge, so you may 
want to put it in a plastic bag before 
you shake it to prevent powder from 
flying onto your clothes and the office 
floor. Shake the cartridge side to side 
to keep the toner level before return-
ing it to the printer.

Q: I have a great set of contacts in 
Outlook, but my e-mail goes through 
EarthLink and I hate maintaining 
two sets of address books. How do 
I get my computer to use Outlook 
to send and receive my EarthLink 
e-mail?

A: The EarthLink Internet service 
comes with its own software called 
TotalAccess and its own e-mail pro-
gram called EarthLink MailBox. If you 
don’t use EarthLink’s proprietary soft-
ware for mail, though, you can set up 
your Outlook program to work with 
your EarthLink address instead.

You can use the EarthLink E-Mail 
Setup Tool for Windows to configure 

your mail program for use with Earth-
Link; you can download the tool at 
support.earthlink.net/download/. 
The tool works with most recent ver-
sions of Outlook, Outlook Express and 
Netscape Mail.

Another way to set up Outlook 
for use with EarthLink is to create a 
new mail account manually within 
Outlook and add your EarthLink set-
tings so the program knows where 
to go for your mail. To get started in 
Outlook 2003, go to the Tools menu 
to E-Mail Accounts. Choose “Add a 
new mail account” and click on the 

iPod Cases
● www.axio-usa.com
● www.zofunk.com
● www.thepodstar.com
($12 - $49)
Keep those iPods 

nice and shiny out 
of the box with these 
great looking, durable 
covers. Pictured are the 
Thump Nano (Axio), 
Zozen (Zofunk), and 
the Diablo Spectrum 
(Podstar).

See Q&A Page 2

This holiday 
season, the 

choices in tech 
gifts and 

gadgets are 
plentiful. Here’s 
a stocking full 

of some of the 
best we’ve 

 tested:

— Jake Jones

Podcasting microphone
www.samsontech.com ($129 - $399)
You don’t have a podcast yet? Sam-

son makes it easy with plug-and-record 
USB mics like the C03U for both the 
Mac and PC. High-quality recordings are 
just a click away. And with the Zoom H4 
Mobile Field Stereo Recorder, right,  live 
musical performances, interviews, pod-
casts, meetings, classes, and seminars 
are easily captured in CD quality.

Headphones
www.sennheiserusa.com ($49)
Great-sounding headphones don’t have 

to carry a huge price tag, as proven by this 
incredibly rich, sleek set from Sennheiser.

Digital video recorder
www.liteonamericas.com ($299)
Who needs VHS tapes? Record to 

DVD or up to 200 hours on the HD-
A740GX’s internal 160gb hard drive with 
this versatile digital recorder.

Ipod media center
www.griffintechnology.com ($99)
Watch all of the video and 

songs on your iPod via your TV 
set with this amazing, easy-to- 
hook-up interface.

Hi-def monitor
www.gateway.com ($499)
A gamer’s delight, the new 

high-definition 21-inch wide-
screen monitor from Gateway 
delivers a big, ultraclear pic-
ture at a budget price. It even 
rotates 90 degrees for vertical 
viewing, a nice option for 
special uses. The four onboard 
USB ports come in handy, too.

HOLIDAY
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iPod speakers
● www.ihomeaudio.com
● www.raindesigninc.com
($30- $99)
Big sound comes in 

small packages with these 
little sets that your iPod 
Nano and Video slip right 
into or onto.

Guitar Hero
www.redoctane.com ($79)
A fretted guitar is the con-

troller in the super-fun Guitar 
Hero II for the Ps2 as players 
shred their way through 55 

new tracks. Play lead, 
rhythm, or bass lines 
and remember to draw 
the shades.

PowerSquid
www.powersquid.net ($79)
Don’t you hate when 

you can’t utilize all of your 
surge protector’s outlets 
due to odd-shaped plugs? 
Problem solved with the 
new PowerSquid that neatly 
tucks behind your desk or 
entertainment center.

Laptop backpack
www.axio-usa.com ($129)
There are backpacks and 

then there are backpacks. The 
Axio Fuse is a nearly crush-
proof case that opens like a 
work of art. Strap one on and 
keep your goodies covered.

King of all remotes
www.logitech.com ($399)
Compatible with both Macs and PCs, 

this lifesaver gets rid of the clutter — con-
trol all of your electronic devices with this 
full-functioned universal remote. Coolest 
feature: just set up the Harmony 890 with 
your system and one push of the button 
“Watch a Movie” can turn on your TV, 
receiver, and DVD player. Very cool.


