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CLEVELAND — The Cleveland 
Browns have ranked near the bot-
tom in virtually every statistical 
category the past few years. How-
ever, they can usually be found 
close to the top of one place: the 
NFL draft board.

It’s one of the perks of losing 
— over and over.

Barring a trade Saturday, the 
Browns will pick No. 3 in this 
year’s draft. It’s a familiar place for 
the orange helmets.

This will be the fi fth time since 
their 1999 expansion season that 
the Browns have had one of the 
fi rst three selections, and the sixth 
time they’ve picked in the top six. 
How’s that for consistency?

And, as their woeful recent 
history has shown, the Browns 
haven’t made the most of being 
on the clock early.

Remember:
t1999: Quarterback Tim 

Couch (No. 1). Sacked so much 
he’s out of football.

t2000: Defensive end Court-
ney Brown (No. 1). Injury prone. 
Recently cut by the Denver Bron-
cos.

t2001: Defensive end Gerard 
Warren (No. 3). Then-coach 
Butch Davis passed on running 
back LaDainian Tomlinson for 
him. Oops.

t2004: Tight end Kellen Win-
slow (No. 6). Immense talent, 
he’ll never reach his potential 
because of injuries suffered in a 
motorcycle accident.

t  2005: Wide receiver Braylon 
Edwards (No. 3). Perhaps the best 
of the bunch, he was a locker 
room headache last season.

The track record of blown 
picks have gnawed at the most 
die-hard Cleveland fans, a few 
of whom recently approached 
general manager Phil Savage at 
a charity event and warned him 
that he had better get this one 
right.

“One of them said if we didn’t 
draft Brady Quinn, they were go-
ing to drop their tickets,” Savage 
said.

Tough town. Tough pick too.
Sitting third, the Browns will 

undoubtedly get a quality player 
among the top fi ve prospects — 
Quinn, JaMarcus Russell, Calvin 
Johnson, Adrian Peterson, and 
Joe Thomas — they are consider-

ing. But the question is, will it be 
the one they really want?

Most draft experts have the 
Browns taking Quinn, Notre 
Dame’s golden quarterback who 
was once considered the likely 
top pick. That was until LSU’s 
Russell capped a sensational sea-
son by outplaying Quinn in the 
Sugar Bowl.

Quinn, who grew up as a 
Browns fans in Dublin, Ohio, 
has all the tools to become a star: 
strong arm, mobility, matinee-
idol looks. He’s also gotten the 
stamp of approval from Fight-
ing Irish coach Charlie Weis, a 
longtime NFL assistant who just 
happens to be close friends with 
Browns coach Romeo Crennel.

Savage, who has stated he’s 
open to moving down in the fi rst 
round, has sent out mixed signals 
about the club’s interest in the 
6-foot-3, 230-pound Quinn. The 
biggest knock on him was a 2-8 
record in bowl games and against 
rivals Michigan and Southern 

California.
Savage, though, thinks the 

criticism is unfair.
“I went to the USC-Notre Dame 

game in ’05, and if you don’t get 
the Reggie Bush push, maybe 
that’s Brady Quinn’s signature 
moment, beating the Trojans,” 
he said.

Before they settle on selecting 
a QB, the Browns have to decide 
if they’re willing to go through the 
growing pains that usually come 
with breaking in a young signal-
caller. Truth be told, they don’t 
have time.

With a brutal early schedule 
next season — they’ll play AFC 
North opponents Pittsburgh, 
Cincinnati, and Baltimore before 
Week 4 — the Browns need to 
win out of the gate or else Cren-
nel could be on a hotter seat than 
he’s already on.

Cleveland hasn’t been able 
to sort out a jumbled mess at 
quarterback since its ’99 return. 
Couch was replaced by Kelly 

Holcomb, who was replaced by 
Jeff Garcia, who was replaced by 
Trent Dilfer, who was replaced by 
Charlie Frye.

Another change could drive 
restless Browns fans over the 
edge.

“Quarterback is a hot-button 
issue in this town for sure,” said 
Savage, beginning his third sea-
son with Cleveland. “We’ll see 
how it plays out, but I can’t worry 
about what someone else thinks. 
We’ll have to wait and see how it 
turns out when someone gets on 
the fi eld.” 

Unless the Browns are certain 
Quinn is ready to move under 
center immediately, taking him 
appears to be a huge roll of the 
dice.

A safer alternative would be 
Peterson, Oklahoma’s electrify-
ing running back who along 
with Jamal Lewis would give the 
Browns a 1-2 rushing punch un-
like any team in their division. 
The one chink in Peterson’s game 
has been a tendency to get hurt. 
He had shoulder, ankle and col-
larbone injuries in college.

But Savage sounded willing 
to forget Peterson’s past for the 
possibilities he could bring to 
Cleveland.

“Every time he touches the 
ball, he’s a home run hitter,” 
Savage said. “He’s going to have 
some runs of zero, one, two, 
and three-yard variety, but the 
next one might be 55 yards or 75 
yards. He’s defi nitely a guy who 
swings for the fences.” 

And in this draft, the Browns 
need to hit one out of the park.

Browns sign DE Fraser, 
LB Unck to 1-year deals

CLEVELAND — Defensive end 
Simon Fraser and linebacker 
Mason Unck signed one-year 
contracts with the Cleveland 
Browns yesterday.

Fraser played in 16 games last 
season and started fi ve. He was 
second on the team with 4½ 
sacks and had 36 tackles in his 
second season.

Unck has been a fi xture on 
the Browns’ special teams for 
the last three years. He was sec-
ond on the team with 23 special 
teams tackles in 16 games.

Hester last season.
“I think Devin Hester, Dante 

Hall, Roscoe Parrish, their ability 
to take the ball and do some-
thing special with it back on 
special teams, have helped my 
cause,” Robinson said. “A lot of 
guys are looking for that. It’s go-
ing to be big for me.”

Other Toledo and area players  
with a chance to get drafted are 
Michigan State’s Brandon Fields, 
a punter out of St. John’s Jesuit, 
and Jason Trusnik, a defensive 
end from Ohio Northern.

Robinson, a 5-foot-9, 180-
pounder, fi nished with 1,677 
career punt return yards and 
eight touchdowns at Miami, 
second all-time in the NCAA 
record books. He would have 
broken the record had any team 
the RedHawks played the sec-
ond half of the season elected to 
punt to him.

Hester had fi ve touchdowns 
on kickoff and punt returns 
last season for the Bears. Rob
Rang, a senior analyst for 
NFLDraftScout.com, said 
Robinson’s “rare speed” coupled 
with NFL teams seeking Hester 
knockoffs has boosted his draft 
stock.

“Hester’s performance last 
year is forcing teams to rethink 
the notion of holding a roster 
spot for players capable of op-
erating as a returner exclusively, 
increasing their value signifi -
cantly,” Rang said.

Robinson was one of 48 re-
ceivers invited to the combine 
in Indianapolis in February. He 
tested better than some were 
expecting, particularly in the 
40-yard dash. Robinson ran it 
in 4.47 seconds, in the top 10 in 

his group.
“I responded to the pressure,” 

Robinson said. “Scouts were 
thinking I was a 4.6 guy. I proved 
them wrong.”

Robinson also scored “almost 
40” on the Wonderlic test, the 
mental aptitude exam taken by 
all prospects at the combine. 
The highest score possible is 50, 
and Robinson’s mark put him 
well out in front of most of the 
other receivers

Some teams came to see him 
again a few weeks later at his 
pro day at Miami, and Robinson 
made visits to the training facili-
ties of the St. Louis Rams and the 
Baltimore Ravens.

The Rams, though, traded for 
the Chiefs’ Hall yesterday, less-
ening the chances they would 
draft Robinson.

Of course, Robinson is not just 
a returner. Last year he caught 91 
passes, third-most in the coun-
try, for 1,178 yards and eight 
touchdowns. Playing on a 2-10 
team like the RedHawks, those 
stats were eye-opening.

Robinson spent two months 
in Davie, Fla., before the com-
bine working out. He worked 
10½ hours a day with other draft 
prospects such as Steve Smith of 
Southern California, Jason Hill of 
Washington State and Lawrence 
Timmons from Florida State.

“The level of talent that we 
had, it made everything much 
more competitive,” Robinson 
said. “We’ll all be rooting for 
each other on draft day.”

Robinson will watch the draft 
this weekend in Toledo with his 
family and friends, although he 
won’t sit in front of the TV the 
whole time.

“It’s going to be a coin fl ip at
this point,” Robinson said of his 
draft projection. “There were a 
lot of teams interested. 

“I’m just trying to get through 

the weekend on a positive note. 
I know in my heart what I can 
do.”

Contact Maureen Fulton at:
mfulton@theblade.com

or 419-724-6160.
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Benore Road
At I-75/Alexis Road exit
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SECOND in a SERIES of TEN COMMEMORATIVE TOLEDO MUD HEN PLAYER CARDS

Jack
Hannahan

Subscription & Service 1-800-245-3317

The fi rst fi ve thousand fans attending the Mud Hens-Bulls game 

at Fifth Third Field on Sunday, April 29 at 2:00 p.m. 

will receive a Blade player card complements of Burger King

and The Blade. Each collector card has been numbered. During 

the sixth inning a number will be announced. If you hold the lucky 

card, you will win a Jack Hannahan autographed baseball. 

Can’t make it to the game? Get your player card at participating

Burger Kings with your purchase of The Sunday Blade

while supplies last.

Your #1 Local Sports Source

City League
League Overall

Start 5-0 7-5
Clay 5-1 12-3
St. Ursula 5-1 11-3
Whitmer 3-1 8-4
Central Catholic 3-2 8-7
Bowsher 2-3 3-10
Waite 2-4 2-12
Rogers 1-4 1-11
Scott 1-4 1-6
Woodward 0-4 0-4
Notre Dame NA 5-6
Libbey NA NA

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Ashley Sujkowski,CC 31 16 6 1 12 1 .516
Mollie Berry, Clay 53 27 20 0 12 18 .509
Melissa Gorsuch, Wh 34 15 9 0 7 2 .441
Amanda Temple, Wh 35 15 8 0 10 2 .429
Sam Wisbon, Bow 33 14 12 0 4 8 .424
Kristina Rendle, Clay 48 20 17 0 17 9 .417
Whitney Shindorf,ND 34 14 10 0 9 5 .412
Lauren Farell, Cent 44 18 15 0 6 5 .409
Ashleigh Whitacre,CC40 16 11 0 8 1 .400
Kelley Krueger, SU 40 16 4 0 11 0 .400
Megan Mettler, ND 35 14 8 0 8 1 .400
Megan Zapotosky,CC38 15 11 0 11 3 .395
Lauren Orbam, Start 36 14 4 2 16 2 .389
Brandy Holmes, Clay 37 14 7 0 5 0 .378
Kattie Palmer, Bow 38 14 6 0 3 2 .368
Emily Sifuentes, CC 43 15 6 0 16 0 .349
Alex Davis, CC 29 10 11 0 2 6 .345
Stacy Sumner, Wh 29 10 9 0 5 1 .345
Jennifer Kelly, CC 32 11 4 0 5 0 .344
Chastity Guerrero,SU 39 13 14 0 9 1 .333
Kayla Kaweski, Waite 24 8 2 0 3 1 .333
Matea Rice, Clay 42 14 11 0 17 1 .333
Dana Romstadt, Clay 44 14 11 0 18 18 .318
Sonya Shiffl er, Waite 22 7 2 0 3 0 .318
Ashley Muszynski,SU35 11 9 0 2 0 .314
Katie Bowman, Start 29 9 8 0 4 5 .310
Caitlin McGlynn, CC 42 13 6 0 8 0 .310

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Alyssa Schultz, SU 761/3 20 8 4 120 10 1 0.37
Kat Conway, Sta 35 25 8 4 23 2 3 0.80
Kulakowski, Wh 67 21 17 8 77 8 4 0.84
Lauren Frank, Clay 382/3 27 11 5 31 6 1 0.91
Brandy Holmes,Clay 581/3 45 14 10 70 6 2 1.20
Lauren Orban, Sta 43 19 16 9 61 5 2 1.47
Kristin Gramling,ND 56 30 27 17 70 4 4 2.13
Kim Macke, Bow 56 54 50 17 70 3 10 2.13
Ashleigh Whitacre,CC26 24 22 10 22 3 1 2.69
Jennifer Kelly, CC 592/3 72 55 35 47 5 6 4.11

Not reporting: Libbey

Northern Lakes League
League Overall

Rossford 6-0 10-3
Springfi eld 4-2 11-5
Southview 3-3 8-7
Northview 1-5 6-9
Bowling Green 1-6 5-8
Maumee 0-6 2-11
Perrysburg NA 13-4
Anthony Wayne NA 9-2

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Marisa Everitt, Ross 38 21 6 0 6 3 .553
Sam Kolling, AW 33 18 12 0 6 0 .545
Kelly Heban, Ross 44 21 15 0 4 10 .477
Gabrielle Chartier,AW 34 16 6 2 12 0 .471
Randi Hamilton, Sp 48 22 14 0 14 6 .458
Olivia Hegedus, Pb 54 24 14 5 24 7 .444
Kelcee Gwozdz, Sp 55 23 15 1 19 1 .418
Alyssa Hoot, AW 34 14 8 1 10 0 .412
Kali Heidtman, Nv 39 16 9 0 5 2 .410
Kate Helminak, Sp 39 16 19 4 13 2 .410
Mara Hubbard, Sp 57 23 16 0 5 11 .404
Missy Furrie, Ross 40 16 14 3 16 1 .400
Melissa Sigg, AW 33 13 9 1 3 0 .394
Brooke Gates, Sv 44 17 5 0 14 6 .386
Jenny Shafer, Pb 49 17 10 0 11 2 .347
Mallory Messenger, Pb 49 17 8 0 6 4 .347
Lindsey Bandeen, Sp 32 11 7 0 15 0 .344
Steph Myers, Pb 38 13 6 1 6 3 .342
Jordan Sujkowski, R 41 14 9 0 4 2 .341
Kaela Alexander, Sp 48 16 11 0 12 1 .333
Liz Irick, BG 39 13 7 0 7 1 .333
Steph Messenger, Pb 53 17 14 1 17 5 .321
Tina Kruzel, Pb 47 15 12 0 5 6 .319
Brittany Richberg, Sp 38 12 7 0 5 7 .316
Nikki Tifft, Sv 48 15 9 0 5 2 .313
Kara Sattler, Ross 29 9 7 0 8 4 .310
Christine Zappone, Sp 55 17 12 0 18 5 .309
Lindsay Diegel, M 39 12 4 0 2 10 .308

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Ingrid Broze, Sview 27 14 6 1 21 5 0 0.26
Marisa Everitt, R 54 26 10 8 92 8 1 1.04
Becky Gill, AW 66 37 20 11 95 8 2 1.17
Kim Bryson, Pb 84 64 26 14 118 7 3 1.17
M. Quimby, Pb 28 20 10 5 25 6 1 1.25
Kelly Heban, R 23 21 13 5 21 2 1 1.52
Lindsay Gietz, Sv 461/3 43 26 14 40 3 5 2.12
Brooke Gates, Sv 26 31 14 9 35 0 2 2.42
A.Michalak, Sp 89 87 47 32 74 11 5 2.52
Meredith Stanford,M 461/3 54 42 17 27 0 7 2.57
Katelyn Heath, Nv 661/3 49 42 29 70 5 7 3.06
Liz Irick, BG 251/3 30 15 12 14 2 2 3.32
Megan Henry, M 342/3 46 30 19 18 2 4 3.84

Suburban Lakes League
League Overall

Genoa 6-0 13-0
Elmwood 4-1 12-5
Gibsonburg 2-3 12-4
Woodmore 2-3 9-4
Lakota 2-4 6-6
Lake 1-4 6-8
Otsego 1-5 8-8
Eastwood NA NA

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Brooke Morgart, Elm 61 34 26 1 10 29 .557
Delaney Talmage, Ge 45 24 22 5 15 9 .533
Brittany Green, Elm 51 25 11 0 14 0 .490
Alea Haas, Eas 38 18 12 0 13 3 .474
Chr. Henneman, Lake 45 20 0 0 9 0 .444
Caitlin Bushman,Eas 38 16 12 0 5 3 .421
Alisha Brown, Gib 50 21 13 0 2 5 .420
A. Akenberger, Lake 48 20 12 0 5 0 .417

Amanda Taylor, Eas 42 17 8 0 6 0 .405
Sarah Gruner, Gib 38 15 9 0 7 0 .395
Emily Schwab, Ots 44 17 11 0 12 3 .386
Shana Szypka, Ge 39 15 3 0 6 0 .385
Katie Dennis, Lako 32 12 7 1 9 0 .375
Lydia Eckel, Ge 40 15 11 2 10 5 .375
Whitney Mathia, Gib 30 11 5 1 6 0 .367
Abby Kontak, Gen 41 15 8 0 6 5 .366
Rachel Bouldin, Wo 31 11 6 0 3 5 .355
J. Tolles, Ots 34 12 3 0 13 2 .353
A. Cutcher, Lake 41 14 5 0 6 0 .341
Katie Dewyre, Eas 41 14 11 0 4 3 .341
Britt. Dauterman, Elm 51 17 11 0 17 6 .333
Blake Cheatham, Lako 25 8 5 0 5 4 .320
Stephanie Costantini, Wo 35 11 4 0 1 0 .314
Sarah Lawrence, Lako 32 10 9 0 7 6 .313
Mallory Roe, Ots 46 14 15 0 3 16 .304
Alysha Gruelich, Ots 50 15 9 0 2 2 .300
Cara Lentz, Lako 30 9 13 0 5 7 .300

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Shana Szypka, Ge 80 31 4 1 156 12 0 0.09
Alea Haas, Eas 62 3 68 10 1 0.34
Miranda Milleson, Gi 80 47 18 10 87 8 4 0.88
Kelsey Hatfi eld,Ots 61 41 26 10 70 5 4 1.15
Britt. Dauterman,Elm612/3 24 17 13 104 6 4 1.48
A. Akenberger,Lake 91 71 39 21 109 6 7 1.62
Kayla Chapman,Elm 49 31 14 12 49 6 1 1.71
Sam Michaelis, Wo 89 52 44 28 130 9 4 2.20
Capehart, Lako 61 62 49 22 62 6 5 2.52
J. Tolles, Ots 341/3 26 22 16 34 3 3 3.26

TAAC
League Overall

Cardinal Stritch 4-0 10-2
Northwood 3-1 4-8
Ottawa Hills 2-1 5-3
Emmanuel Christian 2-3 6-5
Danbury 1-3 5-6
Toledo Christian 0-4 2-5

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Amanda Zakeri, OH 23 16 14 0 6 11 .696
Lacey Ringle, EC 23 12 3 0 8 0 .522
Roznoski, Stritch 43 21 18 0 3 15 .488
Plasencio, Stritch 38 17 13 0 13 9 .447
Rachel Harnica. EC 32 13 9 2 12 1 .406
Henning, Stritch 34 13 8 0 12 1 .382
Brittany Harmon, Nwd 33 12 6 0 5 7 .364
Duvall, TC 22 8 4 0 2 2 .364
Gabrielle Vitale, OH 33 12 5 0 8 1 .364
Jessie Figy, OH 29 10 8 0 7 5 .345
Brossia, Stritch 32 11 8 0 6 0 .344
Andrea Miller, Nwd 35 12 8 1 7 7 .343
Emily Komisarek, OH 33 11 8 0 14 3 .333
Marissa Reighard, Nwd 30 10 4 1 8 9 .333
Lacey Anagnostu,EC 30 10 8 0 4 2 .333
Courtney Loomis,EC 27 9 5 0 7 0 .333
Manders, Stritch 34 11 5 0 3 3 .324
Nicole Mundy, EC 28 9 8 0 6 0 .321
Erin Dull, OH 29 9 5 0 5 0 .310
Lammers, Danbury 30 9 3 0 9 6 .300

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

Henning, Stritch 66 32 18 4 86 9 2 0.42
Sarah Harnica,EC 42 37 22 14 80 4 3 2.31
Gabrielle Vitale, OH 59 33 60 26 54 5 3 3.08
Rachel Harnica, EC 28 29 23 18 34 2 2 4.55

NWOAL
League Overall

Evergreen 5-0 11-2
Archbold 4-0 14-5
Wauseon 3-1 10-5
Delta 2-1 9-8
Bryan 2-2 11-2
Liberty Center 2-2 4-9
Patrick Henry 0-3 8-7
Montpelier 0-4 1-9
Swanton 0-5 2-7

HITTING
AB H R HR RBI SB AVG

Megan Dennis, Wa 20 13 6 0 11 3 .650
Adrienne Dick, Del 52 27 8 4 24 0 .519
M. Pinkelman, Ev 27 12 8 1 5 4 .444
Adi Lange, Ar 74 32 20 6 25 11 .432
Michelle Theil, Del 50 21 4 0 3 0 .420
Chelsea Woten, Wa 50 20 15 0 13 2 .400
Kirsten Stopher, Ar 43 17 14 1 7 6 .395
Sabrina Kessler, Wa 46 18 13 1 19 4 .391
Stephanie Payne, Br 31 12 6 0 11 0 .387
Megan Schwyn, Ev 26 10 8 0 2 4 .385
Andrea Allan, Ar 61 23 19 0 2 25 .377
Brianna Garver, Br 36 13 10 0 4 0 .361
Shelly Cain, Wa 45 16 15 1 12 3 .356
Brigitte Kuszmaul, Br 37 13 13 0 11 9 .351
Lexie Pinkelman, Ev 26 9 1 0 4 1 .346
Sammi Brubaker, Br 34 11 8 0 5 0 .324
Andrea Wagner, Wa 53 17 19 0 5 5 .321
Megan Sindelar, Ar 51 16 13 3 13 1 .314

PITCHING
IP H R ER SO W L ERA

L. Pinkelman, Ev 43 24 12 5 51 6 2 0.81
Lauren Kern, Ar  107 48 32 15 117 13 5 0.98
Ashley Ebaugh, Br 642/3 40 12 12 69 8 2 1.30
M. Sauder, Wau 401/3 26 16 10 37 4 2 1.74
Chloe Stiriz,Wau 532/3 41 38 15 55 6 3 1.96

Not reporting: Liberty Center, Montpelier, 
Patrick Henry, Swanton
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NFL

Browns wish for luck of the Irish

Many experts on the NFL draft see the Browns selecting Notre 
Dame quarterback Brady Quinn with their No. 3 pick. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Goodell moves to plug player-interview leaks
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — NFL teams will 
be disciplined by commissioner 
Roger Goodell for leaking any 
confi dential information from 
interviews with prospective 
players.

Goodell sent memos to the 
32 teams on Tuesday warning 
them that all interviews should 
be considered confi dential and 
clubs will be disciplined for con-
duct detrimental to the league if 
there are any leaks. 

A recent story in Pro Football 
Weekly identifi ed Georgia Tech 
receiver Calvin Johnson, Clem-
son defensive end Gaines Adams 
and Louisville defensive tackle 
Amobi Okoye — three highly re-
garded prospects for Saturday’s 
draft — as admitting they had 
experimented with marijuana. 

That report cited unnamed club 
offi cials and said the informa-
tion came from videotaped 
interviews at February’s NFL 
combine.

Goodell also has asked for a 
review of interviewing proce-
dures at the combine. He has 
not yet determined what sort of 
discipline will be implemented 
for leaked information. 

RAMS/HALL: The St. Louis Rams’ 
long search for a return man ended 
 when the team acquired Dante Hall 
from Kansas City in exchange for 
a fi fth-round pick in this weekend’s 
draft.  

The trade could have draft-day im-
plications. The Rams had expressed 
strong interest in Ohio State’s Ted 
Ginn Jr., as much for his return ability 
as for his resume as a receiver.  

The 28-year-old Hall has returned 
11 kickoffs and punts for touchdowns 

in his seven-year career, including 
four (two kickoffs, two punts) in 2003. 
Brian Mitchell holds the record with 
14 kick-return TDs, followed by Eric 
Metcalf with 12.  For his career, all of 
it with Kansas City, Hall averaged 24 
yards per kickoff return and 10 yards 
per punt return.

TITANS/JONES: Tennessee 
Titans cornerback Adam “Pacman” 
Jones’ trial in Georgia on a felony 
charge of obstruction has been 
delayed.

Jones, given a season-long sus-
pension by NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell, was scheduled to appear in 
a Fayette County courtroom on May 
14 stemming from a February 2006 
incident.

A court clerk told The Associated 
Press  there no longer is a trial date 
for the case. Fayette County District 
Attorney Scott Ballard told a news-
paper the case won’t be heard until 
at least September. 

Jones was arrested in Fayetteville, 

Ga., after getting into a physical 
argument with a patrolling police 
offi cer.  

LIONS/SIGNINGS: The Detroit 
Lions signed wide receivers Marcus 
Robinson and Cliff Russell and re-
signed cornerback Keith Smith.

Robinson was cut by the Min-
nesota Vikings with one game left 
last season despite leading the team 
with four touchdown receptions in 
10 games. He started 19 of his 41 
games over three seasons in Minne-
sota, catching 107 passes for 1,553 
yards and 17 touchdowns. Robinson 
has 43 career touchdowns in nine 
seasons with the Chicago Bears, 
Baltimore Ravens and Vikings.

Russell was released by the Miami 
Dolphins during the season .

Smith, who was a restricted free 
agent, was selected by Detroit in 
the third round of the 2004 draft. 
He has started four of 46 games, 
making 60 tackles over three 
seasons, with one interception.
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