
history, they want to preserve 
it,” said John Zogby, president 
and chief executive offi cer of the 
Utica, N.Y., polling fi rm. “This 
is consistent with the poll in 
August. It suggests when voters 
hear more information about 
the courthouse, they respond 
favorably to restoring it.”

The latest poll, conducted 
Thursday and Friday, surveyed 
426 registered voters from 
throughout Seneca County. Its
margin of error was 4.9 percent.

Each of the seven questions 
Zogby asked regarding the 
courthouse showed that voters 
 favored restoration over demol-
ishing the 1884 structure and 
building anew.

“It looks like I’m on the right 
side of this issue,” said Sen-
eca County Commissioner Mike 
Bridinger, the only commis-
sioner who  consistently has sup-
ported renovation.

Mr.  Nutter said Zogby’s poll 
was geared to produce a specifi c 
response.

“I can steer a poll to get one-
sided results, which I believe 
The Blade has done,” Mr. Nutter 
said.

Mr. Zogby, whose fi rm has a 
national reputation for accuracy, 
said he stands behind the poll.

“Zogby International certainly 
has no ax to grind,” Mr. Zogby 
said yesterday. “We utilized the 
same methodology we use with 
all our other polls and certainly 
all of our other polls with The 
Blade. All of those polls were 
right on the mark.”

Delay OK, they say
More than 70 percent of voters 

agreed that the county commis-
sioners should delay demoli-
tion until Governor Strickland 
has time to explore options for 
fi nancing renovation. And 69 
percent said they were willing 
to give the state a year to secure 
those funds, which is as long as 

some government leaders say it 
could take.

Rayella Engle, one of six coun-
ty residents who have sued the 
commissioners in an attempt to 
stop demolition, said she hopes 
the commissioners take the 
Zogby poll seriously and don’t 
“rush this project so they can 
tear it down.”

“The people have spoken,” 
Ms. Engle said. “Over the last 
year they’ve come to be better 
educated about the courthouse 
and understand the value of this 
building.”

About 63 percent of voters 
favor restoration  after consider-
ing the assessment of Stanley 
Graves, a Texas courthouse 
preservationist who paid a visit 
to  Tiffi n last month. 

Mr. Graves said the Seneca 
County Courthouse is in good 
shape, worth restoring, and val-
ued at between $30 million and 
$50 million.

A review of county records by 
The Blade shows that Mr. Nutter 
and Mr. Sauber have overesti-
mated the cost of renovation 
and underestimated the cost of 
building a new courthouse in 
their public comments.

Those records show that it 
would cost about $6.1 million 
to demolish the historic court-
house and build a new, smaller, 
box-style courthouse, and would 
cost about $7.4 million to restore 
the current building.

About 60 percent of Seneca 
County voters polled said the 
county should spend the extra 
$1.3 million to restore the court-
house.

“It’s a hot-button issue in 
this county,” Mr. Bridinger said. 
“Once Stanley Graves came to 
speak, and the governor’s offi ce
was present, that kind of kindled 
the fi re.”

State funds
Mr. Nutter, a Democrat, dis-

missed much of Mr. Graves’ as-
sessment, but he did say Demo-
cratic Governor Strickland’s 
emergence as a player in the 
courthouse issue made him ea-

ger to work with preservationists 
to restore the courthouse.

He said Mr.  Strickland’s com-
mitment to the project has in-
spired him because it represents 

the fi rst example of signifi cant 
state funds that could go toward 
restoration.

Mr. Nutter said if the gov-
ernor could come up with $2 

million, the commissioners 
would be able to borrow the rest 
of the money to renovate the 
sandstone Renaissance Revival 
courthouse designed by noted 
Detroit architect Elijah Myers.

Mr. Nutter said the commis-
sioners likely would  attempt to 
borrow the money by placing 
a bond issue on the ballot, yet 
they would not collect the in-
creased millage from taxpayers 
but instead repay the loan with 
the county’s current revenue 
stream.

It is still not clear why Mr. Nut-
ter insists on placing a tax issue 
on the ballot before restoring 
the courthouse, when he and 
the current commissioners ap-
proved a 0.5 percent hike to the 
county’s sales tax earlier this 
year without allowing county 
residents to vote on the issue.

Plus, Mr. Nutter and Mr. Sau-
ber were not planning to ask 
voters to approve their plan to 
spend $6.1 million to demolish 
the courthouse and replace it 
with a new box-style courthouse. 
They planned to borrow the 
money without a ballot issue.

Preservationists say the reason 
is clear: The two commissioners 
still want to demolish the court-
house and they think voters will 
vote against a tax issue, espe-
cially a confusing ballot measure 
calling for a new property tax 
that Mr. Nutter says the county 
doesn’t intend to collect.

Ms. Engle said a bond issue 
is  a way for Mr. Nutter and Mr. 
Sauber to avoid restoring the 
courthouse and hand  the blame 
off to voters.

“People will vote down any 
added tax, and it won’t be a vote 
against the courthouse,” she 
said. 

“It looks like the commission-
ers are just going through the 
motions. I’m not sure they’re 
sincere.”

Mr. Nutter said he thinks resi-
dents should vote on the issue. 

“I’m excited to basically be 
able to ask taxpayers if they 
want to restore the courthouse 
and not raise their taxes,” he 

said. “…If they’re serious about 
renovation, this is a huge oppor-
tunity to do that.”

Mr. Sauber declined to discuss 
the Zogby poll results, but said 
the county will fi nd out what the 
voters really want when faced 
with a ballot issue in March.

Voter unrest
The Zogby poll also shows that 

the courthouse issue may be 
having an adverse political effect 
on Mr. Nutter and Mr. Sauber.

Asked if they would vote for 
either the incumbent commis-
sioner or the commissioner’s 
last opponent, only Mr. Sauber, 
a Republican, collected enough 
votes to maintain his job.

About 42 percent said they 
would vote for Mr. Nutter’s 2004 
opponent, Republican Charles 
Ardner, compared to 40 percent 
for Mr. Nutter. 

And Mr. Bridinger would be 
creamed by his 2006 opponent, 
Democrat Joe Schock, 44 per-
cent to 31 percent.

All three commissioners’ un-
favorable  ratings were higher 
than their favorable ratings.

And all three commissioners 
would lose against an unnamed 
candidate if the election were 
held today.

Mr. Zogby said this portion of 
the poll should be interpreted 
differently for Mr. Nutter and Mr. 
Sauber than for Mr. Bridinger.

While Mr. Nutter and Mr. Sau-
ber  long have been proponents 
for razing the courthouse, which 
a majority of voters are against, 
Mr. Bridinger’s recent arrest for 
shoplifting is what is bringing 
his poll numbers down.

“For Mr. Bridinger, it’s a whole 
other variable at work,” Mr. 
Zogby said. 

“Alleged shoplifting never re-
ally helps a candidate.”

As for Mr. Nutter and Mr. 
Sauber?

“It doesn’t look like demolition 
is a winner,” Mr. Zogby said. 

Contact Joe Vardon at:
jvardon@theblade.com

or 419-410-5055.
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POLL
RESULTS
Do you think Seneca
County’s historic
courthouse should be
demolished and
replaced or restored?

Gov. Ted Strickland said he would like Seneca
County to hold off on demolition of the
county’s historic courthouse until he and
state officials have time to explore whether
state money is available to help pay for
restoration of the courthouse. Do you agree
or disagree that the county commissioners
should delay demolition until Governor
Strickland has time to explore options for
financing the historic courthouse renovation?

State officials said it could
take up to a year to find
state money to help
restore the courthouse.
Are you willing or not
willing to give the state
one year to find money
to help Seneca County
pay for restoration of the
courthouse?

Recently, the head of the Texas
Historic Courthouse Commission
came to Tiffin, toured the county’s
courthouse, and said the structure
was in fairly good shape, worth
restoring, and valued at between
$30 million and $50 million. Does
that assessment make you agree
or disagree that the Seneca County
Courthouse should be restored?

A review of county records by The
Blade found that county
commissioners Ben Nutter and Dave
Sauber have been overestimating the
cost of restoring the courthouse and
underestimating the cost of building
a new courthouse building. Does that
information make you agree or
disagree that the Seneca County
Courthouse should be restored?

Seneca County records show that it
would cost about $6.1 million to
demolish the county’s historic
courthouse and build a new, smaller,
box-style courthouse, and would cost
about $7.4 million to restore the
historic courthouse. Do you agree or
disagree that the county should spend
the additional $1.3 million to restore
the courthouse?

After all the information that
has been published by the
media and the commissioners
about the courthouse issue,
do you think Seneca County’s
historic courthouse should be
demolished and replaced or
restored?

Demolished
and replaced
35.4%

Restored
52.6%

Agree
74.1%

Disagree
23.6%

Undecided
2.3%

Willing
69.1%

Unwilling
29.3%

Undecided 1.6%Undecided 12%

Agree
62.9%

Disagree
31.3%

Undecided
5.8%

Agree
57.9%

Disagree
31.2%

Undecided
11%

Agree
59.8%

Disagree
34.7%

Undecided
5.5%

Demolished
and replaced
31.6%

Restored
59.8%

Undecided 8.6%

A Blade-commissioned Zogby International poll of 426 likely voters in Seneca County asked residents seven questions about the fate of their 1884 historic courthouse. The poll respondents
were first asked a straight, up or down question, about whether the courthouse should be demolished and replaced or renovated. They were then asked five questions that provided information
about the views of Gov. Ted Strickland, the county commissioners, and a historic preservation expert concerning the courthouse. At the end of the poll, which had a 4.9 percent margin of
error, respondents were again asked whether they supported demolition or renovation.

Dave
Sauber
32.8%

Another
candidate

35.2%

No
opinion
32.0%

Dave Sauber

THE BLADESOURCE: Zogby International

COMMISSIONERS’ POLL

Ben Nutter Mike Bridinger

If another candidate were
to enter the race for
Seneca County
Commissioner for whom
would you vote — Dave
Sauber or an unnamed
candidate?

If another candidate were
to enter the race for
Seneca County
Commissioner for whom
would you vote — Ben
Nutter or an unnamed
candidate?

If another candidate were
to enter the race for
Seneca County
Commissioner for whom
would you vote — Mike
Bridinger or an unnamed
candidate?

If the election for Seneca
County Commissioner
were held today and the
candidates were
Republican Dave Sauber
or Democrat Dave Gross
for whom would you
vote?

If the election for Seneca
County Commissioner
were held today and the
candidates were
Democrat Ben Nutter or
Republican Charles
Ardner for whom would
you vote?

If the election for Seneca
County Commissioner
were held today and the
candidates were
Republican Mike
Bridinger or Democrat
Joe Schock for whom
would you vote?

Dave
Sauber
40.8%

Dave
Gross

30.7%

No
opinion
28.5%

Ben
Nutter
40.1%

Charles
Ardner
42.1%

No
opinion
17.8%

Mike
Bridinger
31.1%

No
opinion
24.9%

Joe
Schock
44.0%

Ben
Nutter
31.5%

Another
candidate

35.1%

No
opinion
33.4%

Mike
Bridinger
24.8%

No
opinion
33.0%

Another
candidate

42.2%

In the November, 2004, election for Seneca County Board of
Commissioners, Republican Dave Sauber defeated Democrat Dave
Gross and Democrat Ben Nutter defeated Republican Charles Ardner.
In November, 2006, Republican Mike Bridinger defeated Democrat
Joe Schock. A poll of Seneca County residents last week showed that
if the same candidates faced off today, the results would be much
different.
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company to move ahead, in-
crease their market share, and 
continue to build great cars and 
trucks here in the U.S.,” he said. 

Chrysler’s co-president, 
Thomas LaSorda, said the com-
pany was “pleased that our UAW 
employees recognize that the 
new agreement meets the needs 
of the company and its employ-
ees by providing a framework to 
improve our long-term manu-
facturing competitiveness.” 

Mr. Gettelfi nger and the 
union’s vice president for Chrys-
ler, General Holiefi eld, made an 
intense push for ratifi cation over
the last few days. 

Several local leaders credited 
Mr. Holiefi eld’s efforts, in partic-
ular, for the contract’s approval.

As recently as Tuesday the 

pact was losing after large locals 
in Kokomo, Ind., voted it down, 
but workers at four Michigan as-
sembly and stamping plants in 
Sterling Heights and Warren had 
a strong turnout on Wednesday 
and voted largely in favor. 

The Sterling Heights and War-
ren votes pushed the favorable 
vote ahead.

Gary Chaison, a labor special-
ist at Clark University in Worces-
ter, Mass., said the UAW turned 
things around with heavy lobby-
ing at the remaining plants.

“They put forth the view, very 
effectively, that this was the best 
they could do at the time,” Mr. 
Chaison said. “It’s not that this 
was a strong agreement, but 
that if we reject the agreement, 
we’re going into a world of un-
certainty.” 

Mr. Chaison said many work-
ers voted for the contract even 
though they were unhappy with 
it because they felt it wasn’t a 

good time for a fi ght. 
Chrysler became a private 

company in August, when 
the private equity fi rm Cer-
berus Capital Management LP 
bought a controlling stake in 
the automaker. It has recently 
overhauled management and is 
reviewing its products.

The new contract covers ap-
proximately 45,000 active work-
ers at Chrysler and more than 
55,000 Chrysler retirees and 
23,000 surviving spouses. 

It will expire on Sept. 14, 2011.
 Industry analysts believe the 

contract will make the company 

more competitive with Japa-
nese automakers, who have a 
younger work force and far less 
obligation for pensions and re-
tiree health care. 

The contract pays lower wages 
of $14 an hour to about 11,000 
workers considered noncore. 
Chrysler assembly workers now 
make a starting wage of $28.75 
per hour.

The national contract includes 
1,500 workers at Chrysler’s To-
ledo Machining factory in Per-
rysburg, who voted to ratify the 
tentative agreement.

Not part of the national agree-

ment are about 4,000 UAW work-
ers at the Toledo Jeep Assembly 
complex, who have a separate 
union contract. 

Those workers will receive any 
pay and benefi t increases  if the 
national accord is approved.

Meanwhile, the UAW is turn-
ing its attention to Ford Motor 
Co., the last automaker to ne-
gotiate in this year’s round of 
contract talks. 

Ford talks were proceeding 
yesterday,   although union lead-
ership wasn’t expected to be at 
the table over the weekend, a 
person briefed on the talks said. 

Aaron Bragman, an auto 
industry analyst with Global 
Insight, said he doesn’t think the 
contentious nature of the Chrys-
ler ratifi cation will carry over to
Ford. Ford workers already have 
agreed to competitive operating 
agreements to cut costs at plants, 
and they recognize the company 
is in dire fi nancial straits. “Ford 

plants are already in the mind-
frame that the company needs 
help and we’re going to be able 
to provide it,” Mr. Bragman said.

Ford spokesman  Marcey Ev-
ans would not comment on the 
ongoing negotiations.

 Ford is in the worst shape of 
the Detroit auto companies. 

It lost $12.6 billion in 2006 and 
does not expect to earn money 
in North America until 2009. It is 
in the midst of a revamping plan 
called the Way Forward, which 
will include closing plants and 
eliminating 30,000 jobs.

“The Ford negotiation is going 
to be signifi cantly easier because 
I think the membership is aware 
of the gravity of the competitive 
issues that they face,” said David 
Cole, chairman of the Center 
for Automotive Research in Ann 
Arbor.

  In northwest Ohio and south-
east Michigan, Ford has about 
1,800 workers.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

OTTAWA, Ohio — Homes and 
businesses remain empty more 
than two months after power-
ful storms and record fl ooding 
washed through northwest 
Ohio .

Yellow caution tape still closes 
off buildings on the west side 
of the village of Ottawa, about 
60 miles southwest of Toledo. 
Weeks of newspapers have piled 
up on doorsteps.

“At night it’s like a ghost town. 
It’s dark and quiet,” said Kristy 
Nienberg, an Ottawa resident 
whose home is surrounded by 
four or fi ve blocks of abandoned 
houses.

“I was fortunate the insurance 
money came fast. A lot of people 
didn’t get their money as fast, if 
they even had fl ood insurance,” 
 said  Ms. Nienberg, who hoped 
to be back in her home within a 
few weeks.

Progress and repairs continue, 

but it’s diffi cult to say when 
things will fully return to nor-
mal, said John Williams, Ottawa’s 
municipal director.

“I think it’s sporadic,” Mr. Wil-
liams said. “People are coming 
back to most neighborhoods.” 

Several days of heavy rain in 
late August caused widespread 
fl ooding across an 80-mile 
swath of northwest and north 
central Ohio. 

In Ottawa, the Blanchard 
River swelled beyond its banks 
and about half the downriver 
town took on water.

There’s an urgency to fi nish  
repairs and fi x  heating systems 
before winter begins in earnest, 
Mr. Williams said. Some resi-
dents are living on the second 
fl oor of their homes while work 
is completed on the fi rst fl oor, 
he said.

At the abandoned Arrowhead 
Trailer Park along U.S. 224 north 
of town, workers continued to 

strip fl ood-damaged trailers for 
scrap metal. After about two 
dozen trailers were destroyed
by the fl ood, village offi cials said 
the park would be closed perma-
nently.

One of the bigger challenges 
facing homeowners is working 
to prevent fl ooding from causing 
so much damage, Mr. Williams 
said. Some people are fl ood-
proofi ng their homes or raising 
their buildings above the fl ood
plain. Others are moving .

“Some have said they don’t 
want to deal with fl ooding any-
more at their present location,” 
Mr.  Williams said. “They’ve dealt 
with it several times.” 

The village also is in the pro-
cess of trying to buy some of the 
destroyed or heavily damaged 
homes through a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency pro-
gram, Mr. Williams said.

After President Bush declared 
Allen, Crawford, Hancock, 

Hardin, Putnam, Richland, and 
Wyandot counties disaster ar-
eas, residents were allowed to 
apply for federal grants to cover
temporary housing and home 
repair costs.

Initial assessments found 
$26.7 million worth of damage 
to public facilities and property 
in the seven counties, including 
$11.7 million in Hancock County 
and $8.3 million in Putnam 
County, the Ohio Department of 
Public Safety said.

To date, FEMA has issued $17 
million in grants for disaster 
relief in the region, spokesman 
Randy Welch said.

As of last  week, 422 low-inter-
est loans for $15.24 million were 
approved to repair disaster-dam-
aged property from the fl ooding, 
according to U.S. Small Business 
Administration spokesman Jack 
Camp. In Putnam County alone, 
97 loans were approved for $4.31 
million.

Ottawa flooded with empty houses
With winter looming, progress from late August disaster still slow 

The UAW said 56 percent of production workers 
and 51 percent of skilled trades workers voted in 
favor of the pact. The percentages voting in favor 
were much higher among clerical workers and 

engineers represented by the union.

Chrysler 
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history, they want to preserve 
it,” said John Zogby, president 
and chief executive offi cer of the 
Utica, N.Y., polling fi rm. “This 
is consistent with the poll in 
August. It suggests when voters 
hear more information about 
the courthouse, they respond 
favorably to restoring it.”

The latest poll, conducted 
Thursday and Friday, surveyed 
426 registered voters from 
throughout Seneca County. Its
margin of error was 4.9 percent.

Each of the seven questions 
Zogby asked regarding the 
courthouse showed that voters 
 favored restoration over demol-
ishing the 1884 structure and 
building anew.

“It looks like I’m on the right 
side of this issue,” said Sen-
eca County Commissioner Mike 
Bridinger, the only commis-
sioner who  consistently has sup-
ported renovation.

Mr.  Nutter said Zogby’s poll 
was geared to produce a specifi c 
response.

“I can steer a poll to get one-
sided results, which I believe 
The Blade has done,” Mr. Nutter 
said.

Mr. Zogby, whose fi rm has a 
national reputation for accuracy, 
said he stands behind the poll.

“Zogby International certainly 
has no ax to grind,” Mr. Zogby 
said yesterday. “We utilized the 
same methodology we use with 
all our other polls and certainly 
all of our other polls with The 
Blade. All of those polls were 
right on the mark.”

Delay OK, they say
More than 70 percent of voters 

agreed that the county commis-
sioners should delay demoli-
tion until Governor Strickland 
has time to explore options for 
fi nancing renovation. And 69 
percent said they were willing 
to give the state a year to secure 
those funds, which is as long as 

some government leaders say it 
could take.

Rayella Engle, one of six coun-
ty residents who have sued the 
commissioners in an attempt to 
stop demolition, said she hopes 
the commissioners take the 
Zogby poll seriously and don’t 
“rush this project so they can 
tear it down.”

“The people have spoken,” 
Ms. Engle said. “Over the last 
year they’ve come to be better 
educated about the courthouse 
and understand the value of this 
building.”

About 63 percent of voters 
favor restoration  after consider-
ing the assessment of Stanley 
Graves, a Texas courthouse 
preservationist who paid a visit 
to  Tiffi n last month. 

Mr. Graves said the Seneca 
County Courthouse is in good 
shape, worth restoring, and val-
ued at between $30 million and 
$50 million.

A review of county records by 
The Blade shows that Mr. Nutter 
and Mr. Sauber have overesti-
mated the cost of renovation 
and underestimated the cost of 
building a new courthouse in 
their public comments.

Those records show that it 
would cost about $6.1 million 
to demolish the historic court-
house and build a new, smaller, 
box-style courthouse, and would 
cost about $7.4 million to restore 
the current building.

About 60 percent of Seneca 
County voters polled said the 
county should spend the extra 
$1.3 million to restore the court-
house.

“It’s a hot-button issue in 
this county,” Mr. Bridinger said. 
“Once Stanley Graves came to 
speak, and the governor’s offi ce
was present, that kind of kindled 
the fi re.”

State funds
Mr. Nutter, a Democrat, dis-

missed much of Mr. Graves’ as-
sessment, but he did say Demo-
cratic Governor Strickland’s 
emergence as a player in the 
courthouse issue made him ea-

ger to work with preservationists 
to restore the courthouse.

He said Mr.  Strickland’s com-
mitment to the project has in-
spired him because it represents 

the fi rst example of signifi cant 
state funds that could go toward 
restoration.

Mr. Nutter said if the gov-
ernor could come up with $2 

million, the commissioners 
would be able to borrow the rest 
of the money to renovate the 
sandstone Renaissance Revival 
courthouse designed by noted 
Detroit architect Elijah Myers.

Mr. Nutter said the commis-
sioners likely would  attempt to 
borrow the money by placing 
a bond issue on the ballot, yet 
they would not collect the in-
creased millage from taxpayers 
but instead repay the loan with 
the county’s current revenue 
stream.

It is still not clear why Mr. Nut-
ter insists on placing a tax issue 
on the ballot before restoring 
the courthouse, when he and 
the current commissioners ap-
proved a 0.5 percent hike to the 
county’s sales tax earlier this 
year without allowing county 
residents to vote on the issue.

Plus, Mr. Nutter and Mr. Sau-
ber were not planning to ask 
voters to approve their plan to 
spend $6.1 million to demolish 
the courthouse and replace it 
with a new box-style courthouse. 
They planned to borrow the 
money without a ballot issue.

Preservationists say the reason 
is clear: The two commissioners 
still want to demolish the court-
house and they think voters will 
vote against a tax issue, espe-
cially a confusing ballot measure 
calling for a new property tax 
that Mr. Nutter says the county 
doesn’t intend to collect.

Ms. Engle said a bond issue 
is  a way for Mr. Nutter and Mr. 
Sauber to avoid restoring the 
courthouse and hand  the blame 
off to voters.

“People will vote down any 
added tax, and it won’t be a vote 
against the courthouse,” she 
said. 

“It looks like the commission-
ers are just going through the 
motions. I’m not sure they’re 
sincere.”

Mr. Nutter said he thinks resi-
dents should vote on the issue. 

“I’m excited to basically be 
able to ask taxpayers if they 
want to restore the courthouse 
and not raise their taxes,” he 

said. “…If they’re serious about 
renovation, this is a huge oppor-
tunity to do that.”

Mr. Sauber declined to discuss 
the Zogby poll results, but said 
the county will fi nd out what the 
voters really want when faced 
with a ballot issue in March.

Voter unrest
The Zogby poll also shows that 

the courthouse issue may be 
having an adverse political effect 
on Mr. Nutter and Mr. Sauber.

Asked if they would vote for 
either the incumbent commis-
sioner or the commissioner’s 
last opponent, only Mr. Sauber, 
a Republican, collected enough 
votes to maintain his job.

About 42 percent said they 
would vote for Mr. Nutter’s 2004 
opponent, Republican Charles 
Ardner, compared to 40 percent 
for Mr. Nutter. 

And Mr. Bridinger would be 
creamed by his 2006 opponent, 
Democrat Joe Schock, 44 per-
cent to 31 percent.

All three commissioners’ un-
favorable  ratings were higher 
than their favorable ratings.

And all three commissioners 
would lose against an unnamed 
candidate if the election were 
held today.

Mr. Zogby said this portion of 
the poll should be interpreted 
differently for Mr. Nutter and Mr. 
Sauber than for Mr. Bridinger.

While Mr. Nutter and Mr. Sau-
ber  long have been proponents 
for razing the courthouse, which 
a majority of voters are against, 
Mr. Bridinger’s recent arrest for 
shoplifting is what is bringing 
his poll numbers down.

“For Mr. Bridinger, it’s a whole 
other variable at work,” Mr. 
Zogby said. 

“Alleged shoplifting never re-
ally helps a candidate.”

As for Mr. Nutter and Mr. 
Sauber?

“It doesn’t look like demolition 
is a winner,” Mr. Zogby said. 

Contact Joe Vardon at:
jvardon@theblade.com

or 419-410-5055.
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POLL
RESULTS
Do you think Seneca
County’s historic
courthouse should be
demolished and
replaced or restored?

Gov. Ted Strickland said he would like Seneca
County to hold off on demolition of the
county’s historic courthouse until he and
state officials have time to explore whether
state money is available to help pay for
restoration of the courthouse. Do you agree
or disagree that the county commissioners
should delay demolition until Governor
Strickland has time to explore options for
financing the historic courthouse renovation?

State officials said it could
take up to a year to find
state money to help
restore the courthouse.
Are you willing or not
willing to give the state
one year to find money
to help Seneca County
pay for restoration of the
courthouse?

Recently, the head of the Texas
Historic Courthouse Commission
came to Tiffin, toured the county’s
courthouse, and said the structure
was in fairly good shape, worth
restoring, and valued at between
$30 million and $50 million. Does
that assessment make you agree
or disagree that the Seneca County
Courthouse should be restored?

A review of county records by The
Blade found that county
commissioners Ben Nutter and Dave
Sauber have been overestimating the
cost of restoring the courthouse and
underestimating the cost of building
a new courthouse building. Does that
information make you agree or
disagree that the Seneca County
Courthouse should be restored?

Seneca County records show that it
would cost about $6.1 million to
demolish the county’s historic
courthouse and build a new, smaller,
box-style courthouse, and would cost
about $7.4 million to restore the
historic courthouse. Do you agree or
disagree that the county should spend
the additional $1.3 million to restore
the courthouse?

After all the information that
has been published by the
media and the commissioners
about the courthouse issue,
do you think Seneca County’s
historic courthouse should be
demolished and replaced or
restored?

Demolished
and replaced
35.4%

Restored
52.6%

Agree
74.1%

Disagree
23.6%

Undecided
2.3%

Willing
69.1%

Unwilling
29.3%

Undecided 1.6%Undecided 12%

Agree
62.9%

Disagree
31.3%

Undecided
5.8%

Agree
57.9%

Disagree
31.2%

Undecided
11%

Agree
59.8%

Disagree
34.7%

Undecided
5.5%

Demolished
and replaced
31.6%

Restored
59.8%

Undecided 8.6%

A Blade-commissioned Zogby International poll of 426 likely voters in Seneca County asked residents seven questions about the fate of their 1884 historic courthouse. The poll respondents
were first asked a straight, up or down question, about whether the courthouse should be demolished and replaced or renovated. They were then asked five questions that provided information
about the views of Gov. Ted Strickland, the county commissioners, and a historic preservation expert concerning the courthouse. At the end of the poll, which had a 4.9 percent margin of
error, respondents were again asked whether they supported demolition or renovation.

Dave
Sauber
32.8%

Another
candidate

35.2%

No
opinion
32.0%

Dave Sauber

THE BLADESOURCE: Zogby International

COMMISSIONERS’ POLL

Ben Nutter Mike Bridinger

If another candidate were
to enter the race for
Seneca County
Commissioner for whom
would you vote — Dave
Sauber or an unnamed
candidate?

If another candidate were
to enter the race for
Seneca County
Commissioner for whom
would you vote — Ben
Nutter or an unnamed
candidate?

If another candidate were
to enter the race for
Seneca County
Commissioner for whom
would you vote — Mike
Bridinger or an unnamed
candidate?

If the election for Seneca
County Commissioner
were held today and the
candidates were
Republican Dave Sauber
or Democrat Dave Gross
for whom would you
vote?

If the election for Seneca
County Commissioner
were held today and the
candidates were
Democrat Ben Nutter or
Republican Charles
Ardner for whom would
you vote?

If the election for Seneca
County Commissioner
were held today and the
candidates were
Republican Mike
Bridinger or Democrat
Joe Schock for whom
would you vote?

Dave
Sauber
40.8%

Dave
Gross

30.7%

No
opinion
28.5%

Ben
Nutter
40.1%

Charles
Ardner
42.1%

No
opinion
17.8%

Mike
Bridinger
31.1%

No
opinion
24.9%

Joe
Schock
44.0%

Ben
Nutter
31.5%

Another
candidate

35.1%

No
opinion
33.4%

Mike
Bridinger
24.8%

No
opinion
33.0%

Another
candidate

42.2%

In the November, 2004, election for Seneca County Board of
Commissioners, Republican Dave Sauber defeated Democrat Dave
Gross and Democrat Ben Nutter defeated Republican Charles Ardner.
In November, 2006, Republican Mike Bridinger defeated Democrat
Joe Schock. A poll of Seneca County residents last week showed that
if the same candidates faced off today, the results would be much
different.

Seneca 
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company to move ahead, in-
crease their market share, and 
continue to build great cars and 
trucks here in the U.S.,” he said. 

Chrysler’s co-president, 
Thomas LaSorda, said the com-
pany was “pleased that our UAW 
employees recognize that the 
new agreement meets the needs 
of the company and its employ-
ees by providing a framework to 
improve our long-term manu-
facturing competitiveness.” 

Mr. Gettelfi nger and the 
union’s vice president for Chrys-
ler, General Holiefi eld, made an 
intense push for ratifi cation over
the last few days. 

Several local leaders credited 
Mr. Holiefi eld’s efforts, in partic-
ular, for the contract’s approval.

As recently as Tuesday the 

pact was losing after large locals 
in Kokomo, Ind., voted it down, 
but workers at four Michigan as-
sembly and stamping plants in 
Sterling Heights and Warren had 
a strong turnout on Wednesday 
and voted largely in favor. 

The Sterling Heights and War-
ren votes pushed the favorable 
vote ahead.

Gary Chaison, a labor special-
ist at Clark University in Worces-
ter, Mass., said the UAW turned 
things around with heavy lobby-
ing at the remaining plants.

“They put forth the view, very 
effectively, that this was the best 
they could do at the time,” Mr. 
Chaison said. “It’s not that this 
was a strong agreement, but 
that if we reject the agreement, 
we’re going into a world of un-
certainty.” 

Mr. Chaison said many work-
ers voted for the contract even 
though they were unhappy with 
it because they felt it wasn’t a 

good time for a fi ght. 
Chrysler became a private 

company in August, when 
the private equity fi rm Cer-
berus Capital Management LP 
bought a controlling stake in 
the automaker. It has recently 
overhauled management and is 
reviewing its products.

The new contract covers ap-
proximately 45,000 active work-
ers at Chrysler and more than 
55,000 Chrysler retirees and 
23,000 surviving spouses. 

It will expire on Sept. 14, 2011.
 Industry analysts believe the 

contract will make the company 

more competitive with Japa-
nese automakers, who have a 
younger work force and far less 
obligation for pensions and re-
tiree health care. 

The contract pays lower wages 
of $14 an hour to about 11,000 
workers considered noncore. 
Chrysler assembly workers now 
make a starting wage of $28.75 
per hour.

The national contract includes 
1,500 workers at Chrysler’s To-
ledo Machining factory in Per-
rysburg, who voted to ratify the 
tentative agreement.

Not part of the national agree-

ment are about 4,000 UAW work-
ers at the Toledo Jeep Assembly 
complex, who have a separate 
union contract. 

Those workers will receive any 
pay and benefi t increases  if the 
national accord is approved.

Meanwhile, the UAW is turn-
ing its attention to Ford Motor 
Co., the last automaker to ne-
gotiate in this year’s round of 
contract talks. 

Ford talks were proceeding 
yesterday,   although union lead-
ership wasn’t expected to be at 
the table over the weekend, a 
person briefed on the talks said. 

Aaron Bragman, an auto 
industry analyst with Global 
Insight, said he doesn’t think the 
contentious nature of the Chrys-
ler ratifi cation will carry over to
Ford. Ford workers already have 
agreed to competitive operating 
agreements to cut costs at plants, 
and they recognize the company 
is in dire fi nancial straits. “Ford 

plants are already in the mind-
frame that the company needs 
help and we’re going to be able 
to provide it,” Mr. Bragman said.

Ford spokesman  Marcey Ev-
ans would not comment on the 
ongoing negotiations.

 Ford is in the worst shape of 
the Detroit auto companies. 

It lost $12.6 billion in 2006 and 
does not expect to earn money 
in North America until 2009. It is 
in the midst of a revamping plan 
called the Way Forward, which 
will include closing plants and 
eliminating 30,000 jobs.

“The Ford negotiation is going 
to be signifi cantly easier because 
I think the membership is aware 
of the gravity of the competitive 
issues that they face,” said David 
Cole, chairman of the Center 
for Automotive Research in Ann 
Arbor.

  In northwest Ohio and south-
east Michigan, Ford has about 
1,800 workers.
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OTTAWA, Ohio — Homes and 
businesses remain empty more 
than two months after power-
ful storms and record fl ooding 
washed through northwest 
Ohio .

Yellow caution tape still closes 
off buildings on the west side 
of the village of Ottawa, about 
60 miles southwest of Toledo. 
Weeks of newspapers have piled 
up on doorsteps.

“At night it’s like a ghost town. 
It’s dark and quiet,” said Kristy 
Nienberg, an Ottawa resident 
whose home is surrounded by 
four or fi ve blocks of abandoned 
houses.

“I was fortunate the insurance 
money came fast. A lot of people 
didn’t get their money as fast, if 
they even had fl ood insurance,” 
 said  Ms. Nienberg, who hoped 
to be back in her home within a 
few weeks.

Progress and repairs continue, 

but it’s diffi cult to say when 
things will fully return to nor-
mal, said John Williams, Ottawa’s 
municipal director.

“I think it’s sporadic,” Mr. Wil-
liams said. “People are coming 
back to most neighborhoods.” 

Several days of heavy rain in 
late August caused widespread 
fl ooding across an 80-mile 
swath of northwest and north 
central Ohio. 

In Ottawa, the Blanchard 
River swelled beyond its banks 
and about half the downriver 
town took on water.

There’s an urgency to fi nish  
repairs and fi x  heating systems 
before winter begins in earnest, 
Mr. Williams said. Some resi-
dents are living on the second 
fl oor of their homes while work 
is completed on the fi rst fl oor, 
he said.

At the abandoned Arrowhead 
Trailer Park along U.S. 224 north 
of town, workers continued to 

strip fl ood-damaged trailers for 
scrap metal. After about two 
dozen trailers were destroyed
by the fl ood, village offi cials said 
the park would be closed perma-
nently.

One of the bigger challenges 
facing homeowners is working 
to prevent fl ooding from causing 
so much damage, Mr. Williams 
said. Some people are fl ood-
proofi ng their homes or raising 
their buildings above the fl ood
plain. Others are moving .

“Some have said they don’t 
want to deal with fl ooding any-
more at their present location,” 
Mr.  Williams said. “They’ve dealt 
with it several times.” 

The village also is in the pro-
cess of trying to buy some of the 
destroyed or heavily damaged 
homes through a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency pro-
gram, Mr. Williams said.

After President Bush declared 
Allen, Crawford, Hancock, 

Hardin, Putnam, Richland, and 
Wyandot counties disaster ar-
eas, residents were allowed to 
apply for federal grants to cover
temporary housing and home 
repair costs.

Initial assessments found 
$26.7 million worth of damage 
to public facilities and property 
in the seven counties, including 
$11.7 million in Hancock County 
and $8.3 million in Putnam 
County, the Ohio Department of 
Public Safety said.

To date, FEMA has issued $17 
million in grants for disaster 
relief in the region, spokesman 
Randy Welch said.

As of last  week, 422 low-inter-
est loans for $15.24 million were 
approved to repair disaster-dam-
aged property from the fl ooding, 
according to U.S. Small Business 
Administration spokesman Jack 
Camp. In Putnam County alone, 
97 loans were approved for $4.31 
million.

Ottawa flooded with empty houses
With winter looming, progress from late August disaster still slow 

The UAW said 56 percent of production workers 
and 51 percent of skilled trades workers voted in 
favor of the pact. The percentages voting in favor 
were much higher among clerical workers and 

engineers represented by the union.

Chrysler 
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