
Ohio State playoffs
REGIONAL SEMIFINALS

DIVISION I
Games at 7 p.m. today unless noted

Region 1: 1 Mentor (8-2) vs. 4 Solon (8-2) at Parma 
Byers Field; 7 Cleve. Glenville (9-2) vs. 6 Youngs. 
Boardman (8-3) at Twinsburg Tiger Stadium

Region 2: 1 Brunswick (11-0) vs. 4 Whitmer (9-2)
at Fremont Ross Paul Stadium at Harmon Field; 2 N. 
Canton Hoover (9-2) vs. 3 Macedonia Nordonia (10-1) 
at Massillon Washington Paul Brown Tiger Stadium

Region 3: 1 Hilliard Darby (10-1) vs. 5 Groveport-
Madison (8-3) at Upper Arlington Moorehead Memo-
rial Stadium; 2 Pickerington Cent. (11-0) vs. 3 Dublin 
Coffman (11-0) at Gahanna Lincoln Stadium

Region 4: 1 Cin. St. Xavier (11-0) vs. 4 Centerville 
(9-2) at 5 p.m. at Cincinnati Paul Brown Stadium; 2 
Cin. Colerain (11-0) vs. 6 Cin. Moeller (7-3) at 2 p.m. at 
Cincinnati Paul Brown Stadium

DIVISION II
All games last night

Region 5: 5 Mayfi eld 6, 1 Warren Howland 0
2 Tallmadge 41, 3 Parma Normandy 38, 3 OT
Region 6: 4 Ashland 21, 1 Avon Lake 14
2 Southview 21, 6 Piqua 14
Region 7: 1 Cols. DeSales 27, 4 Canfi eld 10
2 Louisville 22, 6 Dresden Tri-Valley 13
Region 8: 1 Cin. Turpin 21, 5 Trotwood-Madison 13
2 Cin. Anderson 31, 6 Day. Carroll 13

DIVISION III
All games last night

Region 9: 5 Cortland Lakeview 14, 1 Cuyahoga 
Falls Walsh Jesuit 10

Mentor Lake Cath. 28, 2 Rocky River 25
Region 10: 1 Sunbury Big Walnut 35, 5 Shelby 8
6 Clyde 19, 2 Napoleon 13
Region 11: 1 Canal Fulton Northwest 42, 4 Dover 

13
2 Newark Licking Valley 35, 3 Beloit West Branch 

21
Region 12: 1 Cin. Indian Hill 53, 5 Circleville 14
6 Monroe 47, 2 Canal Winchester 21

DIVISION IV
Games at 7 p.m. tonight

Region 13: 1 Youngs. Mooney (11-0) vs. 4 Akron St. 
Vincent-St. Mary (9-2) at Beloit W. Branch Heacock 
Stadium; 2 Steubenville (11-0) vs. 3 Canton Cent. 
Cath. (10-1) at Austintown Fitch Falcon Stadium

Region 14:1 Eastwood(10-1) vs.5 Genoa (10-1)
at Lake Flyer Stadium; 7 Ottawa-Glandorf (9-2) vs. 
3 Marion Pleasant (10-1) at Tiffi n Columbian National 
Field at Frost-Kalnow Stadium

Region 15: 1 St. Clairsville (11-0) vs. 4 Patas-
kala Licking Heights (10-1) at Zanesville Sulzberger 
Memorial Stadium; 2 Williamsport Westfall (11-0) 
vs. 3 Waverly (10-1) at Ashville Teays Valley Viking 
Stadium

Region 16: 1 Kettering Alter (11-0) vs. 5 Coldwater 
(10-1) at Piqua Alexander Stadium/Purk Field; 2 West 
Milton Milton-Union (10-1) vs. 3 Clarksville Clinton-
Massie (10-1) at Kettering Fairmont Roush Stadium

DIVISION V
Games last night unless noted

Region 17: 1 N. Lima S. Range 23, 4 Gates Mills 
Gilmour Acad. 0

2 Youngs. Ursuline 29, 3 Apple Creek Waynedale 6
Region 18: 1 Patrick Henry 34, 4 Lima Cent. 

Cath. 14
2 Liberty-Benton 14, 6 Tinora 7
Region 19: 1 Cols. Ready 34, 4 Johnstown-Mon-

roe 14
7 Fredericktown 41, 3 Wheelersburg 38
Region 20: 1 West Jefferson 56, 4 West Liberty-

Salem 24
2 Maria Stein Marion Local (11-0) vs. 3 Cin. Deer 

Park (9-2) at 1:30 p.m. at Clayton Northmont Stadium/
Dudon Memorial Field

DIVISION VI
Games at 7 p.m. tonight unless noted

Region 21: 1 Hopewell-Loudon (11-0) vs. 4 Moga-
dore (10-1) at 7:30 at Ashland Community Stadium; 
2 Norwalk St. Paul (10-1) vs. 3 Warren JFK (9-2) at 
Medina Dukes Stadium

Region 22: 1 McComb (10-1) vs. 4 Arlington (9-2)
at Findlay Donnell Stadium; 7 Ayersville (8-3) vs. 3 
Ada (7-4) at Lima Senior Stadium

Region 23: 1 Newark Cath. (9-2) vs. 4 Danville (8-3) 
at 1 p.m. at Mount Vernon Yellow Jacket Stadium; 2 
Shadyside (10-1) vs. 3 Hannibal River (10-1) at Mar-
tins Ferry Purple Rider Alumni Field

Region 24: 1 Covington (11-0) vs. 5 Sidney Lehman 
(8-3) at Troy Memorial Stadium; 2 Springfi eld Cath. 
Cent. (11-0) vs. 6 Mechanicsburg (7-4) at Sidney 
Memorial Stadium.

Michigan playoffs
AREA TEAMS

DIVISION 5
Region 3: Onsted (10-1) vs. Jackson Lumen 

Christi (10-1) at Jackson High, last night.
DIVISION 6

Region 4: Blissfi eld 35, Harper Woods 16
DIVISION 7

Region 4: Sand Creek 13, Grass Lake 6

Ohio State playoffs
DIVISION II

Piqua 14 0 0 0 - 14
Southview 14 7 0 0 - 21

P-Rolf 23 pass from Hemm (Reed kick)
S-Ellison 98 kickoff return (Bogdan kick)
S-Whalen 34 run (Bogdan kick)
P-Martin 5 run (Reed kick)
S-Whalen 1 run (Bogdan kick)

DIVISION III

Clyde 13 6 0 0 -- 19
Napoleon 0 7 0 6 -- 13

C-Cook 31 pass from Gillett (Phillips kick)
C-Caudill 20 pass from Gillett (kick blocked)
N-Flory 1 run (Hoover kick)
C-Cook 26 pass from Gillett (pass failed)
N-Dulaney 1 blocked punt return (kick failed)

DIVISION V

Lima CC 0 0 0 14 -- 14
Patrick Henry 14 13 7 0 -- 34

PH – Kuesel 32 run (Cole kick)
PH – Kuesel 8 run (Cole kick)
PH – Kuesel 71 run (kick failed)
PH – Cole 2 run (Cole kick)
PH – Cole 7 run (Cole kick)
LCC – Huffman 1 run (Stolly kick)
LCC – Huffman 3 run (Stolly kick)

Tinora 0 7 0 0 — 7
Liberty-Benton 0 14 0 0 — 14

T— Drewes 1 run (McKenney kick)
L-B — Pickett 3 run (Hyde kick)
L-B — Craft 71 run (Hyde kick)

Michigan playoffs
DIVISION 6

Harper Woods 8 0 8 0 - 16
Blissfi eld 7 7 7 14 - 35

B-Shrader 12 pass from Estes (Winkler kick)
HW-Bright 1 run (Bevere run)
B-Shrader 2 run (Winkler kick)
B-Waldvogel 2 run (Winkler kick)
HW-Bright 4 run (Fowler pass from Bevere)
B-Estes 57 run (kick failed)
B-Shrader 5 run (Shrader run)

By JOHN WAGNER
BLADE SPORTS WRITER

FINDLAY — Statistically, Pat-
rick Henry and Lima Central 
Catholic played to a standstill 
in their Division V regional 
semifi nal at Donnell Stadium 
last night.

But statistics can be deceiving, 
and the stats from the Patriots’ 
34-14 victory are quite mislead-
ing.

The Thunderbirds actually 
held a 354-335 advantage in to-
tal offense, and they held the 
ball for more than 10 minutes 
longer than PH. But the statistic 
that decided this game was turn-
overs. Lima CC (10-2) turned the 
ball over three times in the fi rst 
half, allowing Patrick Henry to 
build a 27-0 halftime advantage.

“Turnovers hurt them and 
helped us,” Patriots coach Bill 
Inselmann said. “We jumped out 
in the fi rst half because we took 
care of the ball and they didn’t.”

Patrick Henry (11-1) advanced 
to next Friday’s regional fi nal 
against Liberty-Benton, a 14-7 
winner over Tinora last night.

The Patriots wasted no time 
taking a lead. They recovered a 
fumble on Lima CC’s fi rst play 
from scrimmage, and Drew
Kuesel took a sweep 32 yards for 
a score just 24 seconds into the 
game.

Late in the quarter Patrick 
Henry took the ball on its 17 and 
needed just fi ve plays to cover 83
yards, with Kuesel scoring from 
eight yards. The big play in the 

drive was a 33-yard pass from 
Tom Busch to Mitch Leonard.

The Thunderbirds seemed 
poised to get back into the 
game when they took the ensu-
ing kickoff and used 12 plays to 
drive to the Patriots 3. But a bad 
handoff turned into a fumble 
that PH’s Aaron George recov-
ered on the 6.

Five plays later Kuesel swept 
to the left, ran through several 
would-be tacklers and rumbled 
71 yards for a touchdown.

“I thought that was a back-
breaker,” Lima CC coach Jerry 
Cooper said. “Now it’s 21-0 in-
stead of 14-7. Those [turnovers] 
are so emotional. You go out on 
a down, and they come out on 
a high.”

On the second play of their 
next possession the Thunder-
birds’ Matt Huffman threw a 
pass that was intercepted by 
PH’s Denton Saunders on LCC’s 
16.

Five plays later Gary Cole 
punched the ball into the end 
zone from two yards and sud-
denly Lima CC, which had out-
scored opponents 178-53 in the 
fi rst half in its fi rst 11 games, 
trailed 27-0 at the break.

“I don’t think they were used 
to falling behind,” Inselmann 
said. “And they don’t have the 

type of offense to come from be-
hind. They want to run the ball.”

Patrick Henry used a seven-
yard TD run by Cole late in the 
third quarter to make the score 
34-0, and the Thunderbirds 
scored a pair of inconsequential 
touchdowns late in the game.

Inselmann said neither of 
those late scores, nor Lima CC’s 
288 yards rushing, dampened 
his excitement regarding the 
play of his team’s defense.

“Did our defense play a whale 
of a game?” Inselmann said. 
“They made some big stops, and 
they made [Lima CC] work for 
every yard on every drive.”

PH fi nished with 240 yards 
rushing, with Kuesel getting 153. 
The senior’s fi ne performance 
made Inselmann wish he had 
tweaked his team’s offense to fi t 
Kuesel’s running style.

“I didn’t run enough outside 
plays [for Drew] earlier in the 
season,” Inselmann said. “I’ve 
found out I need to give Drew
some room to work with instead 
of always pounding inside and 
off-tackle. When we pitch the 
ball to him, he can make some-
thing out of nothing.”

Kuesel said he liked the 
change, adding, “I have more 
room to run, and instead of be-
ing restricted you can do what 
you want — or go through some-
one.”

Contact John Wagner at:
jwagner@theblade.com

or 419-724-6481.

SPECIAL TO THE BLADE

LIMA — The play didn’t turn 
out the way it was called.

It was supposed to pick up a 
few yards and maybe help Lib-
erty-Benton get into fi eld goal 
range.

Instead. sophomore quar-
terback Aaron Craft worked his 
magic and scampered 71 yards 
for a touchdown just before the 
half to help Liberty-Benton into 
the Division V, Region 18 fi nal 
with a 14-7 win over Tinora last 
night at Lima Bath.

The victory pushes the 12-0 
Eagles into the regional fi nal 
for the second straight year next 
Friday against Patrick Henry 
(11-1), a 34-14 winner over Lima 
Central Catholic.

The game is tentatively sched-
uled to be played at Donnell 
Stadium in Findlay.

“Aaron stepped up before the 
half. I didn’t think that would be 
all the scoring though,” Liberty-
Benton coach Tim Nichols said.

Craft’s play wasn’t anything 
special.

The Eagles took over after 
a Tinora punt at their 29-yard 
line with 29 seconds left on the 
clock.

The sophomore quarterback, 
in the shotgun as usual, took 

the snap, hesitated and ran left. 
He stepped between a pair of 
would-be tacklers at the line of 
scrimmage and then cut left.

As he headed down the side-
line a Tinora defender had the 
angle on him. The defender 
reached to grab the back of 
Craft’s jersey but Craft broke the 
tackle and beat a couple of de-
fenders to the end zone for the 
71-yard touchdown.

The play gave the Eagles a 14-
7 halftime lead.

“Almost every coach would 
call the play and let the clock go 
down. But the line did a great job 
opening the hole and the receiv-
ers blocked down fi eld. Then I 
used a little bit of my breakaway 
speed,” Craft said breaking into a 
wide grin and laughing.

“I need to work on [the break-
away speed] a little bit.”

Craft even used a little bit of 
running-back strategy on the 
jaunt.

“I saw [the defender] and 
thought about stiff-arming him, 
but I fi gured he’d wrap me up. 
I got out of it. I stiff-armed the 

other guy, because I wasn’t going 
down at the 5,” said Craft, who 
fi nished the night with 214 yards 
on 21 carries.

Nichols was trying to get his 
team down fi eld a bit to see if 
the Eagles could make anything 
happen.

“We were going to try to get 
Justin [Hyde] a shot to kick a 
fi eld goal,” Nichols said. “If we
got 20 or 30 we would have been 
elated.”

Liberty-Benton had scored 
on it previous possession when 
Brandon Pickett, who had 48 
yards on 10 carries, went in from 
three yards.

That came after Tinora quar-
terback Landon Drewes scored 
on a one-yard sneak with 4:51 
left in the half.

The touchdown capped a 10-
play, 80-yard drive with all the 
yards coming on the ground.

Corey Herendeen carried six 
times on the drive for 66 yards 
and had 100 yards by the half.

But Liberty-Benton’s defense 
held Herendeen to four second-
half rushing yards and Tinora to 
just 10.

Overall Tinora had 193 yards 
of offense, while Liberty-Benton 
rolled up 371 yards.

By MARK MONROE
BLADE SPORTS WRITER

BLISSFIELD — The Blissfi eld 
football team fi nds itself in rare 
air as one of just four teams still 
alive in the Division 6 playoffs.

The Royals (12-0) kept their 
unprecedented playoff run roll-
ing with an impressive 35-16 
thumping of Harper Woods last 
night in a regional fi nal. With 
307 rushing yards, Blissfi eld ad-
vanced to the state semifi nals for 
the fi rst time in school history.

Senior running back Luke 
Shrader scored three touch-
downs and rushed for 91 yards. 
Senior back Zach Waldvogel 
racked up 119 yards with one 
score and senior quarterback 
Johnny Estes threw for one TD 
and rushed for 76 yards.

“It’s tough to take those two 
and Johnny away,” Blissfi eld 
coach Ron Estes said. “Some 
nights [Waldvogel and Shrader] 
are both on. The kids are really 
focused. They’re playing their 
best football right now.

“We’re in rare air right now. I 
don’t know how this town could 
get any more juiced up.”

About 3,500 fans saw the Roy-
als score four of the game’s last 
fi ve touchdowns. Blissfi eld will 
play the winner of today’s re-
gional fi nal between Leslie and 
Kalamazoo Christian at a neutral 
site next Saturday.

In a battle of undefeated 
teams, the Royals’ offensive line 
wore down the smaller Pioneer 
team. Blissfi eld fi nished with a 
319-211 advantage in yardage.

“Our offensive line was great,” 
said Shrader, who averaged 7.6 
yards per carry. “It’s all them, 
not me. They made big holes. We 
came out and played as hard as 
we could.

“It’s one of the best feelings 
ever, especially being the fi rst 
team to do it.”

Waldvogel and Shrader cred-
ited linemen Trevor Kohlenberg, 
Michael Rueda, Conrad Mac-
Beth, Jacob Isley, Alex Mitchell 
and tight end Colby Lievens

“It all starts with our offen-
sive line. Luke and I have a re-
ally great friendship,” Waldvogel 
said.

“It’s all up front. They work 
harder than anyone I know.”

Senior linebacker Dean 
Schnieder had three of the Roy-
als’ six sacks.

“We came up big,” Schnieder 
said. “They elected me captain, 
so I feel personally that I need to 
step up and make plays.”

Harper Woods (11-1) got 114 
rushing yards and two TDs from 
senior Vincent Bright.

Blissfi eld took the initial lead 
four plays into the contest. A 
48-yard scamper by Waldvogel 
set up a 12-yard TD strike from 
Estes to Shrader. The Royals led 
7-0 just 1:54 into the game.

 Harper Woods put together 
a 38-yard drive on eight plays 
and Bright scored on a one-yard 

plunge. The Pioneers ran in the 
two point conversion to take an 
8-7 lead with 48 seconds left in 
the fi rst quarter.

Following a 27-yard punt 
return by Tyler Carver, it took 
Blissfi eld just fi ve plays to cover
39 yards and go back on top. 
Shrader, who had a 14-yard run 
on the drive, went in from two 
yards to make it 14-8 with 2:53 
left in the half. Waldvogel broke 
off a 19-yard run on the drive.

After holding the Pioneers to 
three plays and out to start the 
second half, the Royals marched 
35 yards to go up by 13. Waldvo-
gel scored on a two-yard run.

Blissfi eld again had held 
Harper Woods to three and 
out, but a roughing the punter 
penalty allowed the Pioneers to 
retain possession. Harper Woods 
then posted a seven-minute 
drive that covered 76 yards to 
pull within 21-16.

Estes responded by breaking 
off a 57-yard run on a third-
down play. Estes eluded one 
tackle at the line and then found 
an extra gear to outrun the Pio-
neer defense and make it 27-16 
early in the fourth quarter.

Blissfi eld then erased any 
doubt about the outcome with 
a 47-yard drive. Estes had an 18-
yard run and Shrader capped it 
with a fi ve-yard TD run.

“This is our year,” Johnny Es-
tes said. “We’re just one great big 
family.”

Contact Mark Monroe at:
mmonroe@theblade.com

or 419-724-6354.
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SECTION C, PAGE 4 HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL THE BLADE: TOLEDO, OHIO t SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2007

Blissfield romps to
its first state semifinal

Michigan
Blissfi eld ........................... 35
Harper Woods................... 16

Patriots use turnovers
to jump on Lima CC early

Division V
Patrick Henry .................... 34
Lima CC ............................ 14

Craft breaks long touchdown 
run to help Liberty-Benton win

Division V
Liberty-Benton.................. 14
Tinora .................................. 7

ABOVE: Shaun Joplin makes a key interecption in the fourth quarter to help Southview hold off 
Piqua 21-14 in a Division II playoff game last night at Lima Senior. BELOW: Adam Calandra (54) 
and Vinnie Meehan (45) celebrate the Cougars’ victory. Story on Page 1.
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