
Weather
A strong 
winter storm 
moves into 
the area 
today, with 1 
to 3 inches of 
snow.
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Noteworthy deaths
While ringing in the new year 
today, read about the notables 
who left us in 2007.
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Michigan model
Florida coach Urban Meyer 
sought advice 
from Michi-
gan coach 
Lloyd Carr 
when Coach 
Meyer was at 
BGSU. Today, 
their teams face each other in a 
bowl game.
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Food’s future
Trends for 2008 include spicy 
desserts, less bottled water, and 
placing a greater emphasis on 
cooking with local produce.
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INSIDE

By JULIE M. McKINNON
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Toledoan Gwen Haynes-
Burel, her two sons, and other 
relatives lingered inside COSI 
Toledo for a half hour or so 
past the time the downtown 
museum was to end its nearly 
11-year run yesterday,  giving 
various hands-on science ex-
hibits a fi nal shot.

There are other family-ori-
ented activities in Toledo — 

such as visiting the Toledo Zoo 
and the Toledo Museum of Art 
— but COSI’s closure from lack 
of funding will leave a void, said 
the mother of Kafele Burel, 9, 
and Jelani Burel, 5.

“This is just one less thing 
to do,” Ms. Haynes-Burel said. 
“We’ll miss coming down here.”

COSI closed the last gate at 
about 5:45 p.m. yesterday, giving 
visitors an extra 45 minutes to 
fi nish playing while employees 

periodically cheered and threw 
confetti. Community leaders 
are continuing to discuss ways 
to reopen the museum,  and 
voters may be asked a third time 
for public funding.

Yesterday, though, visitors 
such as 6-year-old Faith Crosby 
of Detroit and 7-year-old Mor-
gan Girardin of Trenton, Mich., 
had to be content with their 

Employees, visitors close 
the door on Toledo’s COSI

FROM THE BLADE’S WIRE SERVICES

NAUDERO, Pakistan — The 
day she was assassinated,  op-
position leader Benazir Bhutto 
had planned to disclose new 
evidence alleging the involve-
ment of Pakistan’s intelligence 
agencies in rigging the country’s 
upcoming elections, an aide said 
 yesterday.

Ms. Bhutto had been sched-
uled to meet U.S. Sen. Arlen 
Specter (R., Pa.) and Rep. Patrick 
Kennedy (D., R.I.) to hand over 
a report charging that Pakistan’s 
military intelligence agency was 
planning to fi x the polls in favor 
of President Pervez Musharraf.

Safraz Khan Lashari, a mem-
ber of the Pakistan People’s 
Party election monitoring unit, 
said the report was “very sensi-
tive” and that the party wanted 
to initially share it with trusted 
American politicians rather than 
the Bush Administration, which 
is seen as a supporter of Mr. 
Musharraf.

“It was compiled from sources 
within the [intelligence] services 
who were working directly with 
Benazir Bhutto,” Mr. Lashari 
said.

 The intelligence agency had 
no offi cial comment. But an 
agency offi cial, speaking only 
on condition of anonymity, dis-

PAKISTAN

Bhutto 
aide cites
report of
ballot fix
Intelligence agency
allegedly behind plot

COSI employee Karen Farrell closes the door for the fi nal time 
at 5:45 p.m. yesterday as the museum ended its nearly 11-year 
run. More than 1,450 visitors showed up on its last day. 
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Wrong-way driver jailed
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Suspect stops
at a Taco Bell.
Employee calls
911 to report

drunken driver

Suspect’s pickup
collides with south-

bound minivan

Motorist Keith Allain
reports wrong-way 

pickup to 911
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Man’s blood-alcohol was 3 times legal limit
By MEGHAN GILBERT
and JOE VARDON
BLADE STAFF WRITERS

So many people tried to stop 
him.

The young man at Taco Bell 
knew he was drunk, and called 
911, but couldn’t make him stay.

The panicked drivers along 
southbound I-280 swerved out of 
the way and used their cell phones 
to dial 911, amazed that a hulking 
pickup truck could be going the 
wrong way on the highway.

But they couldn’t stop him.
Within eight minutes, he had 

killed fi ve members of a fam-
ily from Maryland, including four 
children — one of whom was just 
8 weeks old.

“The guy might as well have 
had a loaded gun and shot those 
people,” said Keith Allain, of Oak-
land Township, Michigan, one of 
the 911 callers.

Yesterday, the 24-year-old 
Adrian man — who records show 
had a blood alcohol level of 0.254 
percent, more than three times 

the legal limit of 0.08 percent 
— was charged with fi ve counts of 
aggravated vehicular homicide.

Michael Gagnon was being held 
last night at the Lucas County jail 
pending an arraignment tomor-
row  in Toledo Municipal Court.

The fatal accident occurred just 
before 11 p.m. Sunday on south-
bound I-280 near the Manhattan 
Boulevard overpass. Police said 

See PAKISTAN, Page 2

HI         LO

31º 17º

Pickup 
driver 
Michael 
Gagnon, 24, 
of Adrian 
was charged 
with fi ve 
counts of 
aggravated 
vehicular 
homicide. A family photo, 

shows (clockwise 
from bottom left), 
Sidney Griffi n, 
Haley Burkman, 
Brett Burkman 
(not in vehicle), 
Jordan Griffi n, 
Beau Burkman, 
Bethany Griffi n, 
and Lacie Burk-
man. At center 
is Danny Griffi n, 
Jr. Haley, Jordan, 
Bethany, and Lacie 
were killed, along 
with Vadie, above. COURTESY NBC 24

I-280 CRASH KILLED 5 FROM FAMILY

See COSI, Page 9

t Partial transcript of 911 calls.
t Wrong-way crashes are rare, 
but deadly. Page 4.  

See WRECK, Page 4
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