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COLUMBUS — Ohio’s top 
elections offi cial and  the Ohio 
Republican Party’s second-in-
command yesterday saw two 
entirely different elections.  

“Paper ballots saved the day,” 
said Ohio Secretary of State 
Jennifer Brunner, the Democrat 
presiding over her fi rst presiden-
tial primary election. But Kevin 
DeWine, the state GOP’s deputy 
chairman, countered: “Not one 
electronic machine ran out of 
paper ballots. They don’t rely on 
paper. It simply wasn’t an issue.”

After months of hand-wring-
ing over electronic voting 
machines, much of the state’s 
problems on  Tuesday involved 
counties that don’t use them.

Sandusky County, which uses 
paper ballots tabulated by opti-
cal-scan readers, ran short of 
ballots when its ballot-on-de-
mand printer malfunctioned. A 

court order allowed the county 
to keep polls  open until 9 p.m.

Democratic candidate Barack 
Obama’s campaign convinced 
a federal judge to order several 
Cleveland polling places to re-
open after the normal 7:30 p.m. 
close  amid reports of ballot 
shortages and weather  delays.

With a record primary voter 
turnout of 45 percent statewide, 
 few problems were associated 
with touch-screen voting ma-
chines, including the misplacing 
of machine memory cards, that 
left Lucas County  the last  to re-
port complete election results.

 Flooding in 10 southern 
counties required the casting 
of provisional ballots at boards 
of elections instead of the usual 
polling places.

 Still, Ms. Brunner gave the 
election a passing grade.

“Things that we could not 
control — like the weather, like 
bomb threats, like ice storms, 

like power outages — we were 
prepared for, especially with 
the backup paper ballots,” she 
said. “That, despite some of 
the questions about it raised 
by election offi cials and others 
in the beginning, turned out to 
be something that put us much 
further ahead than other states 
that were counting their ballots 
last night.”

Ms. Brunner had directed 
counties using electronic ma-
chines to have enough paper 
ballots on hand to handle at least 
10 percent of registered voters. 
Statewide, the vast majority of 
those ballots went unused.

“Paper ballots enabled [Syl-
vania in] Lucas County to keep 
voters voting when there were 
issues with the programming 
of machines,” Ms. Brunner 
said. “They enabled voters in 
Darke County … to be able to 
vote when power went out and 
batteries would not keep the 

[touch-screen machines] work-
ing. The same thing in Knox 
County.”

After  problems in prior years 
with Cuyahoga County’s touch-
screen machines, Ms. Brunner 
ordered the county to use paper 
ballots this year with the ballots 
being transported at midday to 
a central location for scanning 
with optical-scan devices.

The experiment was seen as 
a dry-run for what Ms. Brunner 
would like to do statewide in 

November if lawmakers would 
agree to fi nd $64 million to fi -
nance the conversion of 56 other 
counties that used touch-screen 
machines Tuesday.

Mr. DeWine, however, ques-
tioned the security of the trans-
ported ballots, noting at least 
one incident in which ballots 
were transported by two Demo-
crats rather than a bipartisan 
team as required under a re-
cently passed law.

“The vote count in Cuyahoga 
County last November was done 
by 1 a.m. on the electronic vot-
ing machine system that was 
thrown out,” he said. “The count 
this March was not completed 
until about 6 a.m. [yester day]. 
They had less than 50 percent 
completed by 1 a.m. The word 
up there from our observers was 
that the warehouse where the 
board of elections was tabulat-
ing was pure chaos.”

The law allowing  midday pick-

up of ballots for Cuyahoga will 
expire  on May 1 and is unlikely 
to be expanded to all counties.

House Speaker Jon Husted (R., 
Kettering) would not comment 
on the chances that lawmakers 
would fi nd the funds for a state-
wide conversion to paper.

“Every system has its short-
comings,” he said. “In the midst 
of this debate, we should learn 
from every election process. 
… As a primary, this election 
should have run smoothly, but 
the fi rst piece of information 
that came to me was that the 
vote was being delayed over run-
ning out of paper ballots.

“It’s a logical conclusion to 
note that electronic machines 
can’t run out of ballots,” he said. 
“It doesn’t mean those don’t have 
their own set of shortcomings.”

Contact Jim Provance at:
jprovance@theblade.com,

or 614-221-0496.

By MEGHAN GILBERT
BLADE STAFF WRITER

The strong showing of sup-
port from voters, with 61 percent 
approving the tax renewal on 
Tuesday’s ballot, is important 
momentum for Toledo Public 
Schools, district offi cials said 
yesterday.

“I think it was a pretty strong 
message that this community 
understands the challenges our 
public school system faces, but 
we have an obligation to provide 
adequate education to our stu-
dents,” Toledo Board of Educa-
tion President Steven Steel said.

He said families came out in 

support, adding, “What we need 
for the future of this community 
is a robust and, in the end, prop-
erly funded school system.”

The fi ve-year, 6.5-mill levy 
that generates $15.8 million a 
year for the district — about 5 
percent of the overall $305 mil-
lion budget — passed by almost 
13,500 votes.

Before Tuesday’s vote, the tax 
was set to expire at the end of 
the year. It was fi rst approved in 
2000 and renewed in 2003.

The 6.5-mill levy was one of 
three nearing expiration.

A 4.9-mill operating levy that 
accounts for $15.7 million an-

nually expires at the end of next 
year. It was fi rst passed in 1985.

And a 2.5-mill capital im-
provement levy fi rst approved in 
1991 expires at the end of 2010. It 
raises about $4.9 million a year.

The district worked hard dur-
ing this levy renewal campaign 

to tell voters what was going on 
in the district, specifi cally how 
the money is used and why it is 
needed, and that communica-
tion will continue through the 
coming years, Superintendent 
John Foley said.

“We know we have challenges, 
and we have to continue to show 
progress in what we do and show 
how we’re accountable for the 
dollars,” he said.

He described the mood in the 
district  as, “We’re all just tired 
and happy to have a win.”

Chris Varwig, president of 
Parent Congress and a parent 
co-chairman of the levy cam-

paign, said she had no doubt 
the community would support 
the district.

“I knew that the parents would 
step up and get involved in their 
schools by passing that levy,” she 
said. “People are realizing that 
TPS is doing great things and our 
kids are doing great things.”

The district watchdog group, 
the Urban Coalition, which 
advocated the levy request be 
voted down to send a message 
the community wants change, 
released a statement  saying it 
does not see the yes vote as a 
“ringing endorsement” for TPS 
and that the district’s advertise-

ments were of fear and not hope 
for the future.

“Without transparency and 
change, TPS will never improve,” 
the statement read in part. “The 
voters will have another chance 
to speak out next year. Hope-
fully, TPS offi cials realize that 
they are losing the faith and 
confi dence of this community 
and will respond with action and 
not merely words designed to 
make us all believe that progress 
is happening.”

Contact Meghan Gilbert at:
mgilbert@theblade.com

or 419-724-6134.

By IGNAZIO MESSINA
BLADE STAFF WRITER

The approval Tuesday of 
Toledo’s income tax renewal was 
a relief to city leaders, but they 
still face the tough job of passing 
the 2008 general fund operating 
budget before the end of March.

The 0.75 percent income tax, 
which generates $57.7 million 
annually for services such as po-
lice, fi re, and garbage collection, 
was approved 44,742-29,908.

“For those who supported the 
renewal … I want to thank you, 
not only on behalf of city em-
ployees, who are very grateful, I 
want to thank you on behalf of 
the men and women and chil-
dren who live in the neighbor-
hoods of our city,” Mayor Carty 
Finkbeiner said yesterday.

“For those who did not sup-
port the levy, I will only say that 
city government is a pretty darn 
conscientious group of men and 
women who take their service to 
our citizens quite seriously,” he 
 said. “We will continue to work 
hard to win your appreciation 
and your support.”

Private campaign donations 

 to get the measure passed — col-
lected from mostly city employ-
ees and some unions — totaled 
$13,000. It paid for about 10,000 
absentee postcards, 25,000 fl y-
ers, 1,600 yard signs, and one 
radio commercial, said David 
Welch, Toledo’s commissioner of 
streets, bridges, and harbor.

Councilman George Sarantou, 
chairman of council’s fi nance 
committee, said, “The message 
from the voters was that we want 
public safety preserved in this 
city and we are willing to pay a 
price for that.”

 If the tax had failed, the city 
could have tried again in No-
vember.

Mayor Finkbeiner had warned 
that the city could be forced to 
lay off 735 employees at the start 

of 2009, including 456 police of-
fi cers and fi refi ghters, if the tax 
were  not renewed.

The city’s proposed 2008 
budget is $251,789,259. The 
money from the 0.75 percent 
tax renewal will be allocated 
equally to police, fi re, and other 
safety departments, the general 
operating fund, and the capital 
improvements fund. 

The tax will run through Dec. 
31, 2012.

Council members plan to hold 
public hearings on the budget 
in each of the city’s six council 
districts.

“I am confi dent now that we 
have this behind us, we will have 
the ability to pass that budget 
with the various cuts,” Mr. Sa-
rantou said. “I am looking at 
March 25 to pass the budget. It 
must be passed by March 30.”

The mayor’s budget proposal 
includes nearly $4.6 million 
in cuts in the criminal justice 
administration and makes per-
manent the city’s monthly $5.50 
refuse collection fee.

The city’s controversial $5.50 
monthly trash fee was enacted 

last year as part of the 2007 gen-
eral operating fund budget. It 
will expire April 30 unless coun-
cil renews it.

Mayor Finkbeiner’s proposed 
budget depends on $4.8 million 
to be collected from the trash fee 
this year.

Council members have sug-
gested alternatives to the trash 
fee, including an idea from 
Councilman D. Michael Collins 

to charge Toledo residents who 
don’t recycle a higher  fee and 
nothing for those who do recycle 
at the curb .

The mayor’s budget is tight. 
It calls for a  reduction in city 
staff  of about 52 full-time posi-
tions, including three out of the 
mayor’s 22nd-fl oor staff.

The budget  cuts the  routes 
that refuse collectors would 
work from 33 to 27, which will 

add 60 to 90 minutes to work-
ers’ work day but still have them 
work  within an eight-hour day.

Mr. Finkbeiner’s budget bases 
its projection for growth in in-
come tax revenues at a cautious 
2.5 percent above 2007 — slightly 
less than the growth rate of 2007 
over 2006.

Contact Ignazio Messina at:
imessina@theblade.com

or 419-724-6171.
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CONGRESSIONAL RACES
5th District Republican 
primary
✓ Bob Latta .................. 53,401
Scott B. Radcliffe ......... 12,215
Michael L. Reynolds ....... 5,756

9th District 
Republican primary

Ed Emery .....................  11,472
✓ Bradley S. Leavitt ...... 14,449

LEGISLATIVE RACES
State Senator (26th 
District), Republican 

primary
✓ Karen L. Gillmor .......  25,187

 Steve Reinhard ......... 16,898
State Senator (2nd 

District), Republican 
primary

Mark Hollenbaugh ......  3,602
John F. Schulte ............ 3,381

✓ Mark Wagoner........... 20,084
State Senator (2nd 

District), Democratic 
primary

Darwitt R. Garrett......  14,889
✓ Sylvia A. Washburn ... 34,236

State Representative 
(81st District), Republican 

primary
Gene Damschroder..... 3,307

✓ Jeff Wagner ............... 11,296

SUBURBAN ISSUES
 Sylvania Township and 
City: 1.25 mills additional tax 
for fi re department.
✓ For: 9,589 ..... Against: 6,098
Sylvania Area Joint 
Recreation District: 0.42-
mill, 20-year bond issue to 
improve recreational facilities.

✓ For: 8,900 ..... Against: 7,963
Sunday sales of wine and 
liquor between 10 a.m. and 

midnight at Red Robin, 3100 
Main St., Suite 1500, Maumee.
✓ For: 107 ............. Against: 38

Springfi eld Township: 
Zoning resolution changing the 
allowed usage for 1783 Albon 

Rd. from rural residential to 
suburban residential.

For: 2,264 ......✓ Against: 3,598

REGIONAL CANDIDATES
WOOD COUNTY 

Prosecuting attorney, 
Republican primary
✓ Paul A. Dobson..........  3,908
Linda F. Holmes.............. 2,146
Matthew L. Reger ........... 3,879
Mark D. Tolles................. 1,084

SENECA COUNTY 
Probate/juvenile court 
judge, Republican primary 
(term starts Feb. 9, 2009)
Kathryn E.M. Hanson .......  522
Susan M. Jones.............. 1,269
Jennifer L. Kahler .............. 920
✓ Jay A. Meyer ............... 2,918
Kent D. Nord................... 1,107
Jeffry  J. Stockner .......... 1,380
Commissioner, Republican 
primary (term starts Jan. 2, 
2009)
Edward B. Brickner .......  1,656
Herbert R. Faber ............... 661
Jeffrey F. Kuhn .............. 2,468
✓David G. Sauber ......... 3,030
Commissioner, Republican 
primary (term starts Jan. 3, 
2009)
✓ William C. Crist...........  2,729
Adams  A. Engle ............. 1,938
Kurt Smith ..................... 2,394

Sheriff, Republican primary 
Jeffrey A. Briggs, Sr. ......  2,121
Fredrick W. Stevens ....... 2,100
✓ Thomas G. Steyer ....... 3,768

HANCOCK COUNTY 
Sheriff, Republican primary
✓ Michael E. Heldman .... 9,039
Thomas L. Renninger ..... 2,512
Commissioner (term starts 
Jan. 2, 2009)
✓ Edward D. Ingold .......  5,826
Robert J. Kuhlman.......... 4,915
Commissioner, Republican 
primary (term starts Jan. 3, 
2009)
Bradley L. Griffi n............  1,621
Stephen F. Oman............ 4,172
✓ Emily A. Walton ........... 5,400
Treasurer, Republican primary 
Carl Moses ........................ 874
Larry Settlemire .............. 1,910
✓ J. Steve Welton ........... 8,167
Coroner, Republican 
primary
✓ Mark R. Fox................. 6,418
John P. Ziegler ................ 4,520

OTTAWA COUNTY 
Commissioner, Democratic 
primary (term starts Jan. 3, 
2009)
✓ Linda J. Hartlaub........  5,007
Robert S. Krompak......... 3,231
Commissioner, Republican 
primary (term starts Jan. 3, 
2009)
Lowell C. Krumnow ........ 1,432
✓ Mark W. Stahl.............. 1,757

SANDUSKY COUNTY 
Common Pleas Judge, 
Republican primary (term 
starts Jan. 1, 2009)
✓ John P. Dewey............  3,775
Jon M. Ickes .................. 3,055

Common Pleas Judge, 
Republican primary (term 
starts Feb. 10, 2009)
✓ Barbara J. Ansted ....... 3,437
Timothy F. Braun ........... 2,496
Cynthia Ann Doss ............. 869
Juvenile, Probate Judge, 
Republican primary (term 
starts Feb. 9, 2009)
Barry W. Bova................  1,618
✓ Brad Smith .................. 5,106
County Commissioner, 
Republican primary 
Adam Greenslade..........  2,302
✓ Danny L. Polter ........... 3,436
Ty N. Tracy...................... 1,182

FULTON COUNTY 
Commissioner, Republican 
primary (term starts Jan. 2, 
2009)
Daniel A. Bruner ............  2,431
✓ Dean A. Genter............ 2,598
Commissioner, Republican 
primary (term commencing 
Jan. 3, 2009)
✓ Paul Barnaby..............  3,219
Ivan A. Hite .................... 1,994
Prosecutor
✓ Scott Haselman..........  2,697
Paul H. Kennedy ............ 2,425

REGIONAL ISSUES
 Seneca County Mental 
Health & Recovery Services 
Board: 0.8-mill, 5-year 
additional operations levy.
For: 8,543 ......✓ Against: 8,656
Wood County Parks: 1-mill, 
10-year replacement and 
increase tax levy.
✓ For: 19,565.. Against: 16,223
Hancock County Parks: 0.8-
mill, 8-year replacement levy.
✓ For: 13,583.... Against: 7,057

Haskins Village: 3-mill , 5-
year additional levy for police 

protection.
✓ For: 216............ Against: 177
Green Springs Village: 
Liquor permit/beer, wine, 
mixed beverages sales for 
Archie’s Grill & Pub.
✓ For: 120.............. Against: 60
Ridgeville Township: 1-
mill  replacement tax for fi re 
protection and emergency 
medical services.
✓ For: 323.............. Against: 64
Fulton County: 0.7-mill, 
5-year 911 operation system 
replacement levy.
✓ For: 8,484...... Against: 3,866
Delta: 0.5-mill, 5-year 
recreation levy renewal.
✓ For: 666............ Against: 388
Delta Public Library: 1-mill, 
5-year library renewal levy.
✓ For: 1,586...... Against: 1,149
Fayette: 2.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy renewal.
✓ For: 168............ Against: 130
Fayette: 2-mill, 5-year parks 
levy renewal.
✓ For: 175............ Against: 121
Clinton Township: 1-mill, 5-
year road levy renewal.
✓ For: 1,587......... Against: 895
Gorham Township: 1.5-mill, 

5-year additional fi re levy.
✓ For: 280............ Against: 265
Pike Township: 0.5-mill, 5-
year replacement fi re levy.
✓ For: 419............ Against: 217

REGIONAL SCHOOLS
Fremont City: 1.25%, 5-year 

income tax for operating 
expenses.
✓ For: 5,940...... Against: 3,791
Clyde-Green Springs: 1% 
continuing income tax for 
operating expenses.
✓ For: 2,325...... Against: 1,744
Pike-Delta-York: 5.1 mill, 28-
year bond levy.
For: 1,302 ...... ✓ Against: 1,433
Pike-Delta-York: 0.5-mill 
continuing maintenance levy.
✓ For: 1,586...... Against: 1,149
Mohawk Local: 0.5%, 5-
year income tax for current 
expenses.
For: 574 ............ ✓ Against: 772 
Arcadia Local: 6.4-mill, 
4-year renewal levy to avoid 
operating defi cit.
✓ For: 588............ Against: 538 
Pioneer Career and 
 Technology Center: 1-mill, 
5-year additional levy.
For: 130 ............ ✓ Against: 389 
McComb: 5.7-mill , 28-year 
bond issue for facilities.
For: 507 ............✓ Against: 551
Van Buren: 5.2-mill , 4-year 
renewal tax levy for emergency 
requirements.
✓ For: 1,083......... Against: 932 
North Baltimore: 8-mill , 
5-year renewal tax levy for 
current expenses
✓ For: 588............ Against: 361 
Port Clinton: 2.97-mill, 5-
year renewal levy.
✓ For: 2,815...... Against: 1,512

Unoffi cial results

LOCAL AND REGIONAL PRIMARY ELECTION RESULTS

 City of Toledo: 0.75 percent, 4-
year income tax renewal to fund 
police, fi re, and trash pickup.

Votes Percent

✓ For 44,742 59.94
Against 29,908 40.06

Unoffi cial results 

Toledo Public Schools: 6.5-mill, 
5-year renewal levy for current 
expenses.

Votes Percent

✓ For 36,464 61.29
Against 23,035 38.71

Unoffi cial results 

Solid support of tax renewal levy buoys Toledo Public Schools’ officials 

Mayor Carty Finkbeiner introduces, from left, the Rev. Raymond Brown of Mount Pilgrim 
Church; Councilman D. Michael Collins; David Welch of Streets, Bridges and Harbors; Theresa 
Gabriel of human resources, and Brian Byrd, fi re and rescue deputy chief.
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Mayor thanks city residents
for maintaining income tax 
Finkbeiner says private donations helped campaign 

Brunner DeWine

Brunner, GOP at odds on election technology’s success
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