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The Blade’s Road Warrior 
advises readers each Friday where 
the biggest driving headaches will 
be throughout the construction 
season. He’ll tell you the locations 
to avoid and the detours to take.

Welcome back to another 
season of construction advisories! 
While this is not expected to be a 
particularly brutal year for orange 
barrels and detours, there still 
should be plenty to keep an eye out 
for — and if you can plan ahead, 
sometimes avoid the trouble 
entirely.

The repaving of Monroe Street 
(State Rt. 51) between Talmadge 
Road and U.S. 23 is likely to rank 
among this year’s most disruptive 
projects, and it’s scheduled to get 
going Sunday night.

The fi rst phase will be between 
Talmadge and Whiteford Road. If 
you don’t live nearby or have busi-
ness to conduct along that part of 
Monroe, you’ll be wise to avoid it, 
especially during rush hours. But 
you may have a lot of company if 
you use Whiteford or Corey roads 
to reach Sylvania Avenue as an 
eastbound alternate route, so you 
may be better off taking Alexis east 

to southbound Talmadge.
Westbound, Sylvania to Whit-

eford will probably be the best way 
around this project until the work 
moves farther west on Monroe.

1. I-75: Southbound 
right lane closed from 
Ohio-Michigan border 
to I-280. Alexis ramp to 
southbound I-75 closes 
Monday for two weeks. 

Detour up to Exit 5 in Michigan 
or use the Ottawa River Road 
entrance instead. Northbound 
right lane closed near Ottawa River 
through today.

2. State Rt. 51 (Monroe 
Street): Full-time lane 
closings, Talmadge to 
Whiteford, start at 8 p.m. 
Sunday.

3. U.S. 20: Occasional 
fl ag zones and side-road 
detours required for wid-
ening project, Woodville 
to State Rt. 420.

4. Lemoyne Road:
Closed at Curtice for 
intersection work. Use 
I-280 interchange con-
nectors instead.

5. I-280: Occasional 
nighttime lane clos-
ings, Curtice to Navarre. 
Pickle Road closed at 
I-280.

6. U.S. 20 (Reynolds 
Road): Lane closings 
possible between Heath-
erdowns and Glendale.

7. Lagrange Street:
Closed at the Ottawa 
River. Ramp from south-
bound I-75 closed. Use 
Phillips instead.

8. State Rt. 64: Closed 
indefi nitely between 
State Rts. 65 and 582.

9. I-280: Varying lane 
and ramp closings on 
Veterans’ Glass City 
Skyway early next week 
during bridge inspec-
tions.

10. State Rts. 65, 582:
Flag zones on Route 65 
between Grand Rapids 
and Route 64, and 

between State Rts. 65 and 25 on 
Route 582.

OFF THE MAP

I-75: Closed in Detroit 
between Clark and Rosa 
Parks. Use I-275 or 

Southfi eld and I-94 instead.

State Rt. 163: Port Clin-
ton drawbridge closed 
to motor traffi c through 

April 20. Use State Rt. 2 instead.

State Rt. 281: Closed 
between State Rt. 199
and Portage View Road in 

Wood County. Detour via State Rt. 25, 
U.S. 6, and State Rt. 199.
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Contact the Road Warrior at:
roadwarrior@theblade.com or 

419-724-6094.
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‘DEADLINE NOW’

Challenges
to equal justice
topic of show 

Equal justice and the chal-
lenges faced by people seeking 
it are topics on this week’s Dead-
line Now.

“The American ideal may be 
the words carved on the Supreme 
Court building in Washington, 
‘Equal Justice Under Law,’ ” 
host Jack Lessenberry said, “yet 
achieving that has always been 
a challenge — especially for the 
poor, minorities, and other dis-
advantaged groups.”

Mr. Lessenberry, who is om-
budsman of The Blade, will dis-
cuss those matters with Morris 
Dees, the Alabama lawyer who 
gave up a lucrative publishing 
career to help found the South-
ern Poverty Law Center, and Joe 
Tafelski, executive director of 
Advocates for Basic Legal Equal-
ity in Toledo.

Deadline Now will be broad-
cast at 8:30 tonight  and 2:30 a.m. 
tomorrow  on WGTE-TV, Chan-
nel 30. 

Woman, 40,
accused of 
driving over
adversary

  A central Toledo woman ac-
cused of running over another 
woman  during an altercation in 
a coin-laundry parking lot was 
arraigned yesterday  in Toledo 
Municipal Court, authorities 
said.

Eleyse Taylor , 40, of 1072 
Prospect Ave., was charged with 
felonious assault. She was being 
held in the Lucas County jail in 
lieu of a $50,000 bond.

The victim, Tierra Greer , 21, 
was taken to St. Vincent Mercy 
Medical Center, where she was 
in fair condition last night, a 
hospital spokesman said.

The two began arguing in 
the parking lot of Odella’s Wash 
Land, 539 Dorr St., about 6:45 
p.m. Wednesday. Ms. Taylor, who 
was in her car with her 17-year-
old daughter, yelled to Ms. Greer
and her friends as they walked 
away from her, police said.

Ms. Taylor got out of her car 
and walked toward Ms. Greer 
with a hammer. She then re-
turned to her car, drove across 
the parking lot, and ran over the 
woman, police said.

Ms. Taylor fl ed to 1107 Nor-
wood Ave., where she was later 
arrested, police said.

Last of 3 men
accused in
’04 murder
is arraigned

Four years after a woman was 
shot to death during a robbery at 
a Toledo convenience store, the 
last of three men charged in the 
murder was arraigned yesterday 
in Lucas County Common Pleas 
Court.

Yvan Garcia, 23, of Dallas, 
formerly of the 1100 block of 
North Michigan Street, pleaded 
not guilty to one count each of 
aggravated murder, aggravated 
robbery, and murder with a fi re-
arms specifi cation. He is in the 
county jail in lieu of $1 million 
bond set yesterday. If convicted, 
he faces up to life in prison.

Judge Ruth Ann Franks ap-
pointed defense attorney Drew
Griffi th to represent Mr. Garcia 
and set a July 7 trial date.

Mr. Garcia was arrested in 
Dallas in February after spend-
ing several years hiding from 
authorities out of state.

He is believed to be the driver 
of the getaway vehicle for the 
robbery at Tamara’s Carryout, 
328 Columbus St., on Jan. 10, 
2004. During the robbery, Misa-
da Shalan, 47, was fatally shot in 
the head. Two other men, Pedro 
Diaz and Ronald Whitfi eld, were 
convicted for their roles in the 
murder. The two entered the 
store to rob it and Whitfi eld shot 
the victim.

Whitfi eld, 23, was convicted 
in 2004 of aggravated murder
and aggravated robbery and is 
serving a sentence of 32 years to 
life at the Southern Ohio Correc-
tional Facility. 

Diaz, 30, was convicted in 
2005 of murder and aggravated 
robbery and is serving a 26-
years-to-life sentence in the To-
ledo Correctional Institution.

Mrs. Shalan’s family was in 
court yesterday, but left quickly 
after the hearing. Her husband, 
Fuad Shalan, who was in the 
store at the time of the shooting, 
was not in court.

vide “support and resources” to 
terrorists.

Mr. Amawi and Mr. El-Hindi 
also are charged with “distribut-
ing information regarding explo-
sives.” If convicted, the men face 
up to life in prison.

During the fi rst fi ve days of 
testimony, the government’s key 
witness, Darren Griffi n, has been 
questioned by federal prosecu-
tors. As part of his testimony, the 
paid informant has offered 
hours of taped conversations 
between himself and the three 
defendants recorded on hidden 
devices.

Yesterday, about two hours of 
conversations were presented to 
the jury.

Among the conversations 
played was one between Mr. El-
Hindi and Mr. Griffi n where the 
two were attempting to down-
load and save Islamic extremist 
videos from the Internet.

During another conversation 
between Mr. Amawi and Mr. 
Griffi n, the two men are talking 

about training and Mr. Griffi n
promises to train Mr. Amawi in 
tactics used by both the U.S. 
military and the mujahideen, 
or Muslim soldiers engaged in 
jihad.

The trial was delayed sev-
eral hours yesterday morning as 
Judge James Carr and attorneys 
met. After the morning’s delay 
one juror was excused. The 
proceedings that led up to the 
dismissal were ordered sealed by 
Judge Carr.

Because six alternates were 
added to the jury panel, the dis-
missal means that 17 jurors re-
main to hear the expected three 
months worth of testimony. As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Gregg Sofer 
said yesterday that the govern-
ment is  on schedule to complete 
Mr. Griffi n’s testimony by the 
middle of next week. 

Defense attorneys for the 
three defendants will then have 
an opportunity to cross-exam-
ine Mr. Griffi n.

The trial will resume this 
morning with Mr. Griffi n return-
ing to the witness stand.

Contact Erica Blake at:
eblake@theblade.com

or 419-213-2134.
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samples were sent to a private 
lab in Washington state.

Zoo offi cials said that the ante-
lope was older than his species’ 
life expectancy. Nile Lechwes 
live to be 10 or 11 years old, and 
“Bill” was 12, Dr. Hanley said.

The antelopes typically are 
examined and groomed with a 
hoof trim by veterinarians every 
two or three years. The other 
male Nile Lechwe was examined 
and manicured in February and 
recovered easily from the anes-
thesia, Dr. Hanley said.

The zoo displays three other 
species of antelope: three kudus, 
fi ve impalas, and three wilde-
beests.

Several antelopes owned by 

the Toledo Zoo have perished in 
recent years.

In April, 2006, zoo offi cials eu-
thanized an impala that broke its 
back while being transported to 
the zoo in Battle Creek, Mich.

Nine days later, a male bongo 
antelope died after leaping into 
the rhinoceros exhibit’s moat.

Last year, an impala died after 
aggravating an old neck injury 
during transport to the Milwau-
kee County Zoo in Wisconsin.

The latest death will be re-
ported to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Dr. Hanley said.

The animal will be cremated 
after being harvested for educa-
tion materials, so the antelope’s 
skin and horns may appear in 
future displays at the zoo.

Zoo offi cials have not decided 
whether they will add another 
Nile Lechwe to their collection, 
Dr. Hanley said.

Zoo 
Continued from Page 1

2 ask court 
to suppress 
statements

The attorneys for a Toledo 
man and his girlfriend, both 
charged in the beating death 
of a 23-year-old infant, have 
fi led motions to suppress their 
clients’ statements to police, 
saying they did not waive their 
rights in a “knowing and intel-
ligent” manner.

Mitchell Moore, 20, 
and Antoinette Hairston, 
25, both of 1702 Ottawa 
Drive, will appear April 
23 in Lucas County Com-
mon Pleas Court for a 
suppression hearing.

Judge Gene Zmuda will 
determine whether the 
statements the couple 
made to police will be admis-
sible at their trials.

Mr. Moore is charged with 
murder, involuntary manslaugh-
ter, felonious assault, and child 
endangering. 

If convicted, he faces up to life 
in prison.

Ms. Hairston  is charged with 
involuntary manslaughter and 
child endangering.

Ms. Hairston is the mother of 
Tayvon Evans, who died Dec. 
26 at Toledo Hospital, where he 
was taken unconscious and not 
breathing.

Authorities said the child had 
cuts on his wrists, a burn on his 
leg, bruising, lacerations, and in-
juries to his head and chest.

Attorney David Klucas, in the 
motion to suppress Mr. Moore’s 
statements fi led March 13, 

claimed that his client has “very 
limited intellectual capacity and 
no meaningful experience with 
law enforcement.”

The motion added that be-
cause of those limitations and 
because of the heated nature of 
the inquiry, Mr. Moore’s waiver 

was not signed know-
ingly and intelligently.

Ms. Hairston’s attorney, 
Myron Duhart, said in his 
motion that his client 
was not properly advised 
that she was in custody at 
the time.

 Assistant Prosecutor 
Robert Miller explained 
how a Toledo police de-

tective went through each of the 
defendants’ constitutional rights 
with both Mr. Moore and Ms. 
Hairston during their separate 
interviews before asking each 
to sign.

Mr. Miller noted that murder 
investigations and therefore in-
terviews are “intense,” but there 
was no suggestion of “coercive 
activity.”

Mr. Miller also supplied the 
court with Mr. Moore’s prior rec-
ord, which includes two misde-
meanors and six traffi c offenses, 
to show that he has had some 
contact with the law.

Both defendants are in the 
county jail — Mr. Miller in lieu 
of a $1.45 million bond and 
Ms. Hairston in lieu of $600,000 
bond. 

A trial date has not  been set.

Hairston

2 men struck, killed 
by train in Defiance

DEFIANCE — Two men were 
struck and killed by a train yes-
terday while walking on tracks 
on a railroad bridge over Jeffer-
son Avenue in Defi ance, authori-
ties said.

Bobby Shafer, 27, of Oakwood, 
Ohio, and Ray Ankney , 44, of De-
fi ance, were pronounced dead at 
the scene, Defi ance police said.

The men were walking east on 
the CSX Transportation bridge 
about 3 a.m. and were struck by 
the eastbound train, police said.

As of yesterday evening, inves-
tigators had no further informa-
tion about where the men had 
been or where they were going.

Garrick Francis, a CSX spokes-
man, said the train had two lo-
comotives and 32 cars, and was 
headed for Willard, Ohio, from 

Chicago. The accident occurred 
on a double-track bridge just 
east of a curve that would have 
prevented the train’s crew from 
seeing anyone on the tracks until 
shortly beforehand.

A short distance west of Jeffer-
son, there is a grade crossing at 
Clinton Street, for which trains 
are required to sound their 
horns.

Knowingly entering or remain-
ing on railroad property without 
the railroad’s permission violates 
Ohio trespassing law.

According to preliminary 
Federal Railroad Administration 
statistics, 20 people were killed 
in Ohio last year, and 24 in 2006, 
while trespassing on railroad 
property. Nearly all were struck 
by railroad equipment.

“No resident will be left 
homeless,” she said, though 
some might not be able to 
move back to the site.

She also emphasized that 
any moving would be several 
years away, as fi nancing for the 
project hasn’t been worked out 
yet. “Don’t start packing your 
bags,” she joked.

 Housing authority offi cials 
 showed photos of redeveloped 
public housing sites around 
Ohio and the country. Some 
of the country’s older public 
housing has been rebuilt as 

mixed-income developments, 
a possibility at Brand Whitlock 
and Albertus Brown,  housing 
authority offi cials said.

Teresa Abernathy, presi-
dent of the Central Residents 
Council, said though residents 
 voiced opinions about what 
they would like to see in the 
design of any new units, she 
is concerned about relocation 
and possible displacement of 
residents.

“I’m still worried about the 
whole big picture,” she said 
adding that she wants residents 
to see more detailed plans as 
they are made and continue to 
be involved.

Several others last night also 
said they had additional ques-

tions and planned to attend 
future meetings.

“I still want to know more 
information,” said Kelli Grace, 
a resident of Washington Vil-
lage Estates, a group of about a 
dozen nearby homes.

She added that she was con-
cerned about the exterior look 
of any new buildings as well as 
the fi nancing of the project, the 
relocation of the residents, and 
how it would affect  the prop-
erty value of her home.

 The housing authority will 
 hold meetings May 1, June 3, 
and July 17 to get additional 
input about the project.

Contact Kate Giammarise at:
kgiammarise@theblade.com

or 419-724-6133.
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Flooding isn’t going away
after 3 weeks in Bellevue
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BELLEVUE, Ohio — For the 
last three weeks, Amie Gahris 
has been pumping out fl ood-
water without much success.

Four feet of  water remain in 
the basement and its up to the 
 trampoline in the backyard.

No one is sure why the water 
won’t go down in scattered ar-
eas around  Bellevue.

Residents and city leaders 
are frustrated , saying they 
aren’t getting  help from the 
state or federal government.

Ms. Gahris, who has been 
staying at a hotel, said city 
workers have brought in 
pumps and hoses and have 
worked to keep streets open.

“It seems everyone else 
either feels we don’t have a 
fl ooding problem, or it’s not 
that bad,” Ms. Gahris said.

The Sandusky County com-
missioners this week declared 

a state of emergency, hoping to 
secure state funding. They esti-
mate  150 residents have been 
affected by the fl ooding.

The fl ooding is mostly to the 
north and east of the  city. The 
water has damaged the foun-
dations of homes, closed roads, 
and swamped farm fi elds  just 
outside the  city, which is about 
45 miles southeast of Toledo.

Most think that the problems 
have been created by melt-
ing snow in March that had 
nowhere to drain because the 
ground was already  saturated. 
And strong winds have been 
pushing water from draining 
north to Lake Erie.

York Township Trustee Lee 
Watson said complicating 
everything are several under-
ground rivers that are pushing 
water up through the sink-
holes. Trustees told residents 
this week that  fi nancial help is 

needed to pay for pumps and 
keep them running.

Sandusky County Engineer 
Jim Moyer said he has been 
looking for solutions . “I’d be 
the fi rst to say I don’t under-
stand this any more than any-
one else,” he said.

“Pumping seems to be the 
only solution, but I just don’t 
know if we gain anything,” he 
said.

He has been telling people to 
put sandbags around homes. 
More rain is expected over the 
next few days.

Bellevue Mayor David Kile 
said he was upset that the state 
or federal government has not 
helped yet. “It almost seems 
like we would have been better 
off to let the areas completely 
fl ood and destroy the homes 
and businesses,” he said. 
“Maybe then we would have 
gotten their attention.”
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