
‘More dead spots’
Leslie Jaeck,  18, a Whitehouse 

resident who has worked the gift-
shop counter at Toledo Express 
for 1½ years, said the passenger 
decline has been obvious to her 
even during that short time.

“There used to be a lot more 
passengers. Now there are a lot 
more dead spots where there is 
no one in the airport,” said Miss 
Jaeck, whose work hours were 
cut as a result, leading her to 
seek other employment.

While some in Toledo have 
suggested the time may have 
fi nally arrived to throw in the 
towel on all scheduled passen-
ger service at the local airport, 
port authority offi cials and an 
industry analyst who has con-
sulted with them say that would 
be premature — and unwise.

If nothing else, losing air 
pass enger service would make 
Toledo Express ineligible for fed-
eral funding for improvements , 
port spokesman Carla Firestone 
said. Those projects often ben-
efi t all airport users, not just the 
airlines, and Toledo Express has 
valuable air cargo, military, and 
general aviation activity, she 
said.

Assessing the situation
Michael Boyd, an Evergreen, 

Colo.-based analyst who has 
worked with the port authority 
on air-service development in 
recent years, said he is as con-
fi dent as he can be that Toledo 
Express has reached rock-bot-
tom for service cuts.

“American is doing well; so 
is Northwest. Their revenue is 
strong” on their Toledo routes, 
Mr. Boyd said.

The Chicago and Detroit 
hubs, he said, are “full-service” 
and much more stable than 
 Delta’s operation at Cincinnati, 
about which Mr. Boyd reiterated 
doubts he voiced months ago 
because of its reliance on “ob-
scenely expensive” regional jets 
that have poor fuel effi ciency.

Even so, Toledo has taken a 
disproportionate hit from airline 
service cutbacks compared to 
some of its regional peers.

According to the Offi cial Air-
line Guide, a Chicago-area fi rm
that compiles airline schedule 
data, Toledo’s service schedule 
for November, 2008, will be 
40 percent smaller than  last 
November. And that doesn’t 
consider the Cincinnati fl ights 
that Delta canceled but, as of 
midweek, had yet to be removed 
from reservations computers.

Regional airports
While Lansing’s service was 

cut 27 percent in the same com-
parison — and Delta announced 
the end of Cincinnati-Lansing 
service the day before it pulled 
its Toledo route — other nearby 

regional airports weren’t hit so 
hard, Offi cial Airline Guide data 
show. Seating capacity at Flint, 
Mich., was down just 5 percent; 
Fort Wayne, Ind., was down 7 
percent, and Akron-Canton 
showed a 1 percent increase in 
available airline seats for No-
vember.

Toledo Express  suffers  because 
of its proximity to Detroit Metro,
Mr. Boyd said. Flint would be 
in the same boat as Toledo and 
Lansing if it were not  north  of
Detroit, which is the primary 
direction of Detroit’s suburban 
growth, he said.

Flint and Akron-Canton  have 
been buoyed by the presence at 
their airports of AirTran Airways, 
a discount carrier that built itself 
on leisure travel but  has shifted 
its focus toward higher-paying 
business travelers.

AirTran tested the waters in 
Toledo twice — once during the 
late 1990s, with daily service to 
Orlando, Fla., the second time 
starting in October, 2000, with 
three  daily fl ights to Atlanta. But 
AirTran pulled out in April, 2002, 
citing an inadequate percentage 
of business travelers using its 

fl ights.

Business travel
Having a strong business-

travel market is even more im-
portant now than it was then.

Brent Albrecht, a spokesman 
for the Offi cial Airline Guide, 
said struggling airlines’ route 
cuts are hitting vacation destina-
tions hardest so they can focus 
on business-oriented routes 
“where they get a higher rate 
and are less competitive with 
discount carriers.”

Sean Broderick, a spokesman 
for the American Association of 
Airport Executives, added that 
airlines are making route-cut de-
cisions without offering airport 
managers any opportunities to 
request reconsideration.

“Airlines are not consulting 
with airports to make changes,” 
he said. “Many times, airport 
directors learn about these cuts 
when a reporter asks about 
them.”

‘Holding on tight’
Nadeem Salem, the airport 

committee chairman for the 

port authority’s board of direc-
tors, said “he can’t imagine” 
Toledo Express losing all passen-
ger service, but right now he be-
lieves its passenger-service fate 
is out of its control. “We’re just 
kind of sitting here and holding 
on tight,” Mr. Salem said.

The port authority’s board of 
directors plans to devote most 
of its monthly meeting July 24 
to discussion about the recent 
past and future of Toledo Ex-
press’ passenger service and 
has arranged for Mr. Boyd, who 
addressed local business leaders 
about the airport during a lun-
cheon early this year, to attend.

A key part of the presenta-
tion will be an explanation of 
the airline industry’s  dynamics 
so  board members and local of-
fi cials can fully understand the 
recent service spiral, Ms. Fire-
stone said.

“There was absolutely noth-
ing that could have been done 
to save that [Cincinnati] service, 
not even with subsidies,” Mr. 
Boyd said Thursday, referring 
to Delta’s decision to yank its 
 presence in Toledo after 63 years 
of service. “You’d have to have a 

50 percent subsidy for every pas-
senger.”

 Mr. Boyd said he expects Delta 
to cut its Cincinnati hub opera-
tions  deeper in the near future. 

While Continental’s cancella-
tion of Toledo-Cleveland service 
was announced last month as 
part of a broad package of sys-
temwide cuts, Delta appears to 
be chipping down Cincinnati 
 piecemeal, the analyst said.

Lansing and Toledo eventu-
ally should  recover some of 
their recent service losses, Mr. 
Boyd said, because they have 
fundamentally solid air-travel 
markets. 

But when that might occur de-
pends heavily on what happens 
with the price of oil.

“If oil goes to $170 a barrel, we 
don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen,” he said. “Airlines are pan-
icked right now. They’re losing 
their shirts domestically.”

Blade staff writer JC Reindl 
contributed to this report.

Contact David Patch at:
dpatch@theblade.com

or 419-724-6094.
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Chelsea Hammer, left, a V/Gladieux supervisor, closes the airport gift shop at 2 p.m. on a recent weekday while a lone passenger, right, checks fl ight schedules.

Airport 
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Despite the number of dogs 
shot by police and reported  by
the media recently, the deputy 
chief said police avoid shooting 
a dog unless it poses an immedi-
ate threat. 

“When a dog is charging an 
offi cer, we have no other means 
available,” he said. “We don’t
expect our offi cers to wait until 
they have a dog’s jaws clamped 
into their fl esh.”

As state and local lawmakers 
work to pass laws to keep the pit 
bull population under control, 
pit bull owners say breed-spe-
cifi c laws unfairly label pit bulls 
as vicious even if a dog hasn’t at-
tacked  a person or another dog.

For a dog of any other breed 
to be considered “vicious” under 
Ohio law, it has to kill another 
dog or cause injury to a person.

Under Ohio law, people own-
ing “vicious” dogs must pay 
more for liability insurance and 
keep their animal confi ned in a 
locked, fenced  yard or a secure 
enclosure with a roof.

In Toledo, residents may  own
only one pit bull, which must 
have a leash and be muzzled 
when  in a public place.

 Pain at the pound
Toledo resident Emmanuel 

Rodriguez shook his head in 
frustration last week at the Lu-
cas County dog pound when an 
employee told him he couldn’t 
take his pit bull, Bo Stank, home 
because of the city’s  laws apply-
ing to vicious dogs.

“My dog’s the friendliest dog 
in the world,” he said angrily. But
the employee told  Mr. Rodriguez 
he must pay a $100 fi ne and an 
additional $100 to have Bo neu-
tered if he wants his dog back, 
because of  a  recently passed  To-
ledo City Council ordinance.

“You have until July 24 to pay 
all your fees,”  a pound employee 
told him. “You need to know if 
you don’t pay by then, your dog 
will be euthanized.”

Mr. Rodriguez’s pit bull was 
seized by county dog catchers 
after it was seen running loose 
without a collar near children on 
July 6 near Asbury Park in West 
Toledo.

Witnesses said Bo returned 
home without incident. But 
when police arrived, they said 
Bo approached them in an ag-
gressive manner and one offi cer 
threatened to shoot the dog.

Mr. Rodriguez said Bo  never 
has bitten anyone.

“He was only out for 10 min-
utes,” Mr. Rodriguez told Karla 
Hamlin, a Lucas County deputy 
dog warden.

“It only takes a minute for 
somebody to get hurt,” she re-
sponded.

 Nature vs. nurture
Dr. Gail Golab , director of 

animal welfare for the Ameri-
can Veterinarian Medical As-
sociation, called Mr. Rodriguez 
irresponsible for not  confi ning 
his dog properly. But she said 
breed-specifi c laws are a “knee-
jerk” reaction by lawmakers who 
don’t address the real issue.

“[The veterinarian association 
does] not believe that the breeds 
considered to be pit bulls are 

inherently vicious,” she said. 
“It’s not so much nature as it is 
nurture. It’s about teaching dogs 
how to behave around people 
and teaching people how to be-
have around dogs.”

Dr. Golab said dog-bite sta-
tistics that suggest pit bulls bite 
 most often are not necessarily 
accurate.  They are hard to prop-
erly formulate, she said, because 
it’s hard for some people to iden-
tify what breed bit them and the 
only bites that typically get re-
corded are ones reported in the 
media, to lawyers, or police.

The breed of dog that suppos-
edly bites the most has changed 
over time, and there’s a correla-
tion with the breed’s popularity, 
she said.

“If you were to look back 20 
years ago, you’d see German 
shepherds were responsible 
for the most dog injuries,” she 
said. “Five years later, you saw 
pit bulls. At other times you saw 
Rottweilers at the top spot, and 
still other times you saw Dober-
man pinschers.”

  Defi ning ‘pit bull’
Many experts have a hard time 

determining what a pit bull is.
The veterinarian association, 

which  along with the American 
Kennel Club and the United 
Kennel Club  set the standards 
for dog breeds in the United 
States, says the term pit bull 

does not refer to a specifi c breed 
of dog. I t’s a generic label that 
refers to several  breeds.

They include relatively short, 
yet muscular members of the 
terrier group as well as the larger 
mastiff group, which  historically 
has been crossbred with certain 
terriers to create larger pit bull 
breeds such as the Italian Cane 
Corso and the Spanish Perro de 
Presa Canario.

The only pit bull breeds rec-
ognized by the American Kennel 
Club are the American Stafford-
shire terrier, the Staffordshire 
bull terrier, and the smaller bull 
terrier. These three breeds were 

popular in England during the 
early 19th century and were 
historically bred for dogfi ghting 
and a spectator sport known as 
bull-baiting in which dogs were 
placed in pits to attack and kill 
bulls for the entertainment of 
bloodthirsty spectators.

Kennel club spokesman Daisy 
Okas said pit bulls registered 
with the group are pedigreed 
dogs bred for good temperament 
and make wonderful pets. 

She said dogs of every breed, 
 pedigreed or not, consist of in-
dividual animals with individual 
circumstances.

“There are people who breed 

for poor temperament, but that’s 
a people problem, not a dog 
problem,” she said.

 Recognized breeds
The United Kennel Club rec-

ognizes another pit bull breed 
called the American pit bull 
terrier as its second most widely 
registered breed. There are also a 
variety of pit bull mixed breeds.

Dr. Golab said each of these 
breeds has its own distinct 
physical and behavioral charac-
teristics and each individual dog 
is different as well.

“The pit bull dog will have 
very strong musculature,” she 
said. “They have the tendency 
to bite onto something and not 
want to let go because that was 
the way they were trained.”

The American Kennel Club and 
United Kennel Club  said dogs 
registered among their pit bull 
breeds have been  bred selectively 
for decades, if not centuries, 
based partly on their pleasant 
temperament toward people.

Dog breeders chose puppies 
that interacted best with people 
to breed and create more well-
socialized pit bulls.

Even pit bulls that are bred for 
dogfi ghts are usually socialized 
to be aggressive toward  other 
dogs, not people.

But Mr. Skeldon said many pit 
bulls have been  bred selectively 
to be relentless attackers ,  even if 
they’re in pain, or face death.

He said it’s that reputation for 
strong aggression or “gameness” 
that make the pit bull a popular 
status symbol for young men in 
Toledo and other metropolitan 
areas.

But that same aggression that 
was developed from hundreds of 
years of breeding and program-
ming for fi ghting against other 
dogs gives pit bulls a strong, 
sometimes overpowering urge to 
attack, even when they’re unpro-
voked, which makes them too 
dangerous to keep as pets, Mr. 
Skeldon said . “The majority of 
the pit bulls that do grave bodily 
harm to people have never bit-
ten anybody before,” he said. 

 ‘Genetic’ stigma
But pit bulls weren’t the only 

dogs bred for bloodsport com-
bat.

Molosser breeds, which are 
the ancestor of the giant mastiff 
group of dogs that includes the 
bull mastiff and St. Bernard, 
were used by Romans both in 
combat and gladiator sports.

Mastiffs were used to kill lions, 
bears, even people for the enter-

tainment of others in ancient 
Rome and latter-day Europe.

Even the smaller British bull-
dog was used to kill animals 
for entertainment, but none of 
those breeds carries the “ge-
netic” stigma of pit bulls.

Mr. Skeldon admits there are 
larger, more powerful dogs than 
traditional pit bull breeds but 
says they are the ones still ge-
netically bred to attack and kill 
things and fi ght for sport.

“They have more than earned 
their vicious reputation,” he 
said. “They go from being cute 
and cuddly puppies to being 
adult pit bulls who do what they 
are bred to do. People bond with 
that puppy and think, ‘If we treat 
him right, he’s never going to 
get us in any trouble.’ Then the 
neighbor kid gets in a confronta-
tion with their dog and it takes 
his face off.”

 ‘Vendetta’s a good dog’
   Although Mr. Yates said it 

doesn’t look like state lawmakers 
will ban pit bulls anytime soon, 
Oregon resident Cyril Kudlica 
says it would take more than that 
for him to get rid of Vendetta, the 
10-year-old female pit bull that 
his late son, Cyril, Jr., adopted as 
a puppy before he was killed in 
1999 by a drunken driver.

Mr. Kudlica used a chew toy 
to play tug of war with Vendetta 
while his 2 -year-old niece pet-
ted  the dog   and his wife, Candy, 
watched. “I was nervous at fi rst 
when my son got her,” Mrs. 
Kudlica admitted. “We thought 
about getting rid of her when my 
son died.”

But Mrs. Kudlica said Vendetta 
became important to her be-
cause it belonged to her son.

Her family debated having 
Vendetta euthanized  when vet-
erinarians informed them of a 
life-threatening infection  that 
would cost about $700 to treat.

“I couldn’t put her to sleep 
knowing that was something 
[my son] wanted,” she said.

Mr. Kudlica said Vendetta 
 never has attacked anyone but 
 accidentally bit  him once, draw-
ing blood, when he was playing 
tug of war with her. “As soon as 
she bit down and felt my hand, 
she let go,” he said.

The couple said pit bulls can 
make good, loving pets despite 
their reputation. “I think Vendet-
ta’s a good dog. Don’t penalize all 
of them because some of them 
are bad ones,” Mrs. Kudlica said.

Contact Chauncey Alcorn at:
calcorn@theblade.com

or 419-724-6168.

COMMONLY RECOGNIZED PIT BULL BREEDS
The American Veterinarian Medical Association, along with the American Kennel Club and the United 
Kennel Club, says the term pit bull does not refer to a specific breed of dog. Rather, it’s a generic label 
that refers to several different breeds.
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Cane Corso **
Height: 23 to 26 inches
Weight: 88 to 110 pounds

Cane Corso **
Height: 23 to 26 inches
Weight: 88 to 110 pounds

Staffordshire bull terrier
Height at shoulders: 14 to 16 inches
Weight: 28 to 38 pounds for males; 
24 to 34 pounds for females

Staffordshire bull terrier
Height at shoulders: 14 to 16 inches
Weight: 28 to 38 pounds for males; 
24 to 34 pounds for females

Bull terrier
Height at shoulders: 20-24 inches
Weight: 45-72 pounds

Bull terrier
Height at shoulders: 20-24 inches
Weight: 45-72 pounds

American Staffordshire terrier
Height at shoulders: About 18 to 19
inches for males and 17 to 18 inches 
for females
Weight: 45 to 70 pounds

American Staffordshire terrier
Height at shoulders: About 18 to 19
inches for males and 17 to 18 inches 
for females
Weight: 45 to 70 pounds

Perro de Presa Canario
Height at shoulders: 23 to 25 inches 
for males; 22 to 24 inches for females
Weight: 110 to 130 pounds for 
males; 83 to 110 pounds for females

Perro de Presa Canario
Height at shoulders: 23 to 25 inches 
for males; 22 to 24 inches for females
Weight: 110 to 130 pounds for 
males; 83 to 110 pounds for females

* Not recognized by the AKC or UKC, but recognized by the Federation Cynologique Internationale, an international dog breed organization.

American pit bull terrier
Height: 17 to 23 inches
Weight: 35 to 65 pounds

American pit bull terrier
Height: 17 to 23 inches
Weight: 35 to 65 pounds

PIT BULL SEIZURES ON THE RISE 
Pitbull seizures have quadrupled in Lucas County over the past 10 
years to a high of 1,345 dogs last year, by far the highest number for 
any dog breed. The vast majority were destroyed by the county dog 
warden, who refuses to allow the adoption of pit bulls.
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Cyril Kudlica, left, and Vendetta play while his wife, Candy,
looks on and niece Jaden Vargas, 2, joins them on the patio.  

Pit bulls 
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‘The majority 
of the pit bulls 
that do grave 
bodily harm 
… have never 
bitten anybody 
before,’ says 
Tom Skeldon.
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