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We’re in Your Neighborhood. For the location nearest you call 1-888-GO-BELLE,
log on to www.belletire.com or check the SBC Yellow Pages.

BELLE TIRE

OREGON
3208 Navarre Ave. (Route 2)
2 miles East of US I-280
419-693-9700

ROSSFORD/
PERRYSBURG
9624 Fremont Pike (US 20)
2 miles East of I-75, in
front of Home Depot.
419-872-7500

SYLVANIA
6965 West Central Ave.
1.5 miles West of US 23
419-842-8999

TOLEDO
5253 Secor Drive.
Between Laskey & Alexis
419-473-1393
Toledo Location Hours:
M-F 8am-6pm &
Sat 8am-3pm

GREAT DEALS FOR LIGHT TRUCKS AND SUVS!

P235/75R15 105S

$5999
SALE

SALE
P255/70R16 109S ........................AMERICAN PROSPECTOR A/T......................$69.99
LT225/75R16 8D ..........................CAPITOL LTR A/T ..........................................$79.99
P235/75R15 105S ........................KELLYSAFARI AWR ........................................$79.99
P265/70R16 111S ........................KELLY SAFARI AWR ......................................$79.99
P225/70R16 101S ........................KELLY SAFARI AWR ......................................$84.99
P255/70R16 109S ........................KELLY SAFARI AWR........................................$87.99
LT235/85R16 10E ........................KELLY SAFARI AWR ......................................$99.99
P235/75R15 105S ........................KELLY SAFARI SUV ........................................$94.99
P235/70R16 104S ........................KELLY SAFARI SUV ........................................$99.99
P245/75R16 109S ........................KELLY SAFARI SUV ......................................$109.99
P265/70R17 113S ........................KELLY SAFARI SUV ......................................$119.99
P235/75R15 108S XL ..................TOYO OPEN COUNTRY A/T........................$109.99
P245/75R16 109S ........................TOYO OPEN COUNTRY A/T ........................$119.99
P265/75R16 114S ........................TOYO OPEN COUNTRY A/T........................$129.99
P265/70R16 111T ........................TOYO OPEN COUNTRY A/T........................$132.99

Open Late Monday 8am-8pm

CAPITOL GEO
TRAC XLT
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National
Championship

Connecticut (27-3)

Kentucky (21-12)

UAB (24-6)

Washington (24-6)

Utah St. (23-8)

Illinois (25-6)

Air Force (24-6)

George Mason (23-7)

North Carolina (22-7)

Michigan St. (22-11)

Murray St. (24-6)

Wichita St. (24-8)

Seton Hall (18-11)

Tennessee (21-7)

Winthrop (23-7)

Villanova (25-4)

Arizona (19-12)

Wisconsin (19-11)

Nevada (27-5)

Montana (23-6)

Boston College (26-7)

Pacific (24-7)

Oklahoma (20-8)

Wis-Milwaukee (21-8)

Florida (27-6)

South Alabama (24-6)
Georgetown (21-9)

Northern Iowa (23-9)

Albany (21-10)

Ohio State (25-5)

Davidson (20-10)

Monmouth/Hampton

Belmont (20-10)

UCLA (27-6)

Alabama (17-12)

Marquette (20-10)

Hampton (16-15)

Monmouth, N.J. (18-14)
Xavier (21-10)

Gonzaga (27-3)

San Diego St. (24-8)

Indiana (18-11)

Bradley (20-10)

Kansas (25-7)

Kent State (25-8)

Pittsburgh (24-7)

Bucknell (26-4)

Arkansas (22-9)

Oral Roberts (21-11)

Memphis (30-3)

Penn (20-8)

Texas (27-6)

N.C. State (21-9)

California (20-10)

N’western St. (25-7)

Iowa (25-8)

Southern Illinois (22-10)

West Virginia (20-10)

Iona (23-7)

LSU (23-8)

Texas A&M (21-8)

Syracuse (23-11)

NC-Wilmington (25-7)

G.Washington (26-2)

Southern (19-12)

Duke (30-3)

Indianapolis

Indianapolis Indianapolis

Atlanta

Minneapolis

Washington

Oakland

Second roundFirst round First roundSemifinals Semifinals Second roundRegionals Regionals
April 1 April 1March 23-26March 18-19March 16-17 March 23-26 March 18-19 March 16-17

April 3
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“It is an incredible feeling, and 
it will be interesting to start pre-
paring. But right now we need 
some rest and then we’ll get our 
guys going for the NCAA Tourna-
ment.”

Ohio State senior Terence Di-
als tried to put a positive spin 
on the outcome of yesterday’s 
game, and how it might have 

played into landing a fi rst-round 
game so close to home.

“Who knows, if we had won 
the Big Ten tournament title, we 
might not have gotten to play in 
Dayton,” Dials said.

Fellow senior J.J. Sullinger 
said regardless of how it all came 
about, the Buckeyes were ecstat-
ic about playing in Dayton.

“We’re defi nitely excited about 
the situation,” Sullinger said. 
“They put us right over in Day-
ton, and that will be just like a 
home atmosphere for us.”

Matta is familiar with the Uni-
versity of Dayton site since his 
Xavier teams played there in the 
Atlantic 10 tournament.

“I’ve been involved with some 
tournament games there in 
Dayton, and I’m sure we’ll get 
lots of support from our fans,” 
Matta said. Hopefully, it’ll be a 
great environment for an NCAA 
Tournament game.”

Matta said he wants his team 
to quickly move on after the 
disappointment of not adding a 
Big Ten tournament title to the 

regular season championship 
they won in the conference.

“As I told the guys after the 
game, that one’s behind us now,”
Matta said. “My sentiments com-
ing into the Big Ten tournament 
were just that I was much more 
concerned about winning the 
Big Ten regular-season title. Now 
we move on, shifting gears.”

Ohio State, which held itself 
out of the NCAA Tournament 
consideration last year as part 
of a self-imposed punishment 
for NCAA infractions, makes its 

fi rst trip to the tournament in 
four years.

By landing the No. 2 seed, the 
Buckeyes grabbed their highest 
seed since the Jim Jackson led 
1992 team earned a No. 1 seed. 
That Ohio State team beat Mis-
sissippi Valley State, Connecticut 
and North Carolina before losing 
in overtime to rival Michigan in 
the regional fi nal.

Contact Matt Markey at:
mmarkey@theblade.com

or 419-724-6510.

Buckeyes 
Continued from Page 1

No surprises in top seeds, but plenty later
ASSOCIATED PRESS

INDIANAPOLIS — The mad-
ness was on before the fi rst 
tipoff. This year’s NCAA Tourna-
ment draw was a mix of power
and unpredictability, with the 
top seeds surprising no one 
— and the rest of the fi eld stir-
ring all the debate.

The No. 1 seeds went as ex-
pected yesterday, with Duke fi rst 
overall, followed by Connecticut, 
Villanova and Memphis. Beyond 
that, the 65-team lineup was one 
big bracket of questions and cu-
rious omissions.

For starters:
tThe Big East landed a record 

eight teams in the fi eld, but 
what’s shocking is that it didn’t 
get a ninth, with Cincinnati 
among the notables who were 
passed over. Meanwhile, the 
“mid-major” Missouri Valley got 
four bids, as many as the tradi-
tionally powerful Atlantic Coast 
Conference.

tAir Force, 38th according 
to RPI rankings for record and 
strength of schedule, got in. By 
comparison, among the left-
out teams were 21st-ranked 

Missouri State; Hofstra, which 
fi nished 30th; and 32nd-ranked 
Cincinnati.

tTennessee, which lost four 
of its last six games, was reward-
ed with a No. 2 seed, higher than 
both Southeastern Conference 
tournament winner Florida and 
SEC regular season champion 
Louisiana State.

tGeorge Washington, with 
the best record in the tourna-
ment at 26-2 and ranked sixth 
in the Associated Press poll, was 
dropped to an eighth seed.

Selection committee chair-
man Craig Littlepage explained 
that the reasons were as varied 
as the process itself.

In George Washington’s case, 
he cited the Colonials’ noncon-
ference record. In the case of 
Missouri State, he cited a weak 
record against the other MVC 
schools under consideration.

And in the case of Air Force, it 
seemed the committee almost 
went on a gut feeling.

“We had a discussion and the 
questions that asked were simi-
lar to ‘Who is tough?’ or ‘Who 
is another team you wouldn’t 

want to play?’ ” Littlepage said. 
“Air Force provided us with some 
unique things.” 

Littlepage defended the com-
mittee’s decisions on everything 
from selections to seedings to 
placements — even how injuries 
factored.

At one point, the committee 
had to consider changing the 
rules. Had Cincinnati (19-12) 
become the ninth Big East team 
in the fi eld, it would have broken 
a policy of not allowing confer-
ence teams to meet before the 
regional fi nals.

But Cincinnati went from a 
virtual lock to outside-look-
ing-in after losing to Syracuse 
in the Big East tournament, an 
outcome that stunned interim 
coach Andy Kennedy.

“I’m open to anyone telling me 
a justifi able reason as to why this 
team did not get to the NCAA 
Tournament other than, ‘Andy, 
we can’t let nine teams from one 
league get in, it sends the wrong 
message,’ ” Kennedy said.

Villanova star Allan Ray’s eye 
injury was another consider-
ation. The committee has been 

known to dock teams that lose 
key players, and the committee 
discussed that possibility. But it 
got some help when Texas and 
Ohio State both lost in their con-
ference tournament fi nals.

There was a more decipher-
able method to much of the 
madness.

Duke, which tied North Caro-
lina for the most ever No. 1 seeds 
at 10, was the bracket’s top team 
overall. UConn, the only team 
other than Duke to be ranked 
No. 1 this year, is a top seed for 
the fourth time. Memphis and 
Villanova both earned their fi rst 
appearances at the top of the 
bracket — right where they fi g-
ured to be.

And, of course, the biggest 
conferences secured the vast 
majority of the 34 at-large bids. 
The Big Ten and Southeastern 
each had six teams selected, 
while the ACC, Big 12 and Pac-10 
all had four.

Among the new multi-bid 
leagues were the Missouri Valley 
(four) and the Colonial Athletic 
Association (two), although both 
commissioners were hoping for 

more.
“I thought it was a good day, 

but we had hoped for a better 
day,” said Colonial commis-
sioner Thomas Yeager, who saw 
Hofstra left out.

Duke (30-3) opens the tour-
nament in nearby Greensboro, 
N.C., against Southern Univer-
sity.

Memphis (30-3), which lost 
one game in Conference USA 
this season, leads the Oakland 
Regional and plays Oral Roberts, 
which was last in the tourna-
ment in 1984, in Dallas.

Connecticut is the top seed in 
the Washington Regional. The 
Huskies (27-3), who were beaten 
by Syracuse in the Big East quar-
terfi nals, play Albany, which is 
making its fi rst appearance, in 
Philadelphia.

Villanova (24-4) is the top seed 
in the Minneapolis Regional. The 
Wildcats will open in their home 
city of Philadelphia against the 
winner of tomorrow night’s 
opening-round game between 
Monmouth and Hampton.

The Final Four is April 1 and 3 
in Indianapolis.

Study: Blacks in 
tourney lag in 
graduation rates
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ORLANDO, Fla. — Despite
gains, black players at the 
65 schools selected for the 
NCAA men’s basketball 
tournament fi eld continue 
to lag behind white players 
in graduation rates, accord-
ing to a study.

The report from the Uni-
versity of Central Florida’s
Institute for Diversity and 
Ethics in Sports determined 
38 schools graduated 70 
percent of their white 
athletes, while only 21 
graduated that many black 
players. At 25 schools, the 
percentage gap was 30 or 
more points.

NCAA Division I men’s 
basketball remains the 
worst among all college 
sports for graduation rates.

 Overall in Division I, just 
58 percent of male bas-
ketball players graduate, 
compared with 69 percent 
for male student-athletes 
overall. Seventy-six percent 
of white basketball players 
graduated, while 49 percent 
of black players did.

The best graduation rates 
were at Bucknell, Florida, Il-
linois, Villanova, Davidson, 
Pacifi c, Indiana, Washing-
ton, Marquette and Xavier. 
Florida, Illinois, Villanova 
and Bucknell graduated 100 
percent of their players.

Aside from the racial dis-
parity, study author Richard 
Lapchick said the trend in 
increased graduation rates 
is promising. Also, the re-
port notes that graduation 
rates for black basketball 
players remain higher than 
black students in general.
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