
year make up the bulk of the 
roster.

“When you don’t have a core of 
veteran players with vast experi-
ence, you fi nd yourself backing 
up and explaining a lot,” Matta 
said. “You become a little im-
patient because you want them 
to become a February team in 
mid-November. You just want to 
fi gure out how to get them there 
a little earlier.”

Lighty started all 37 games 
a year ago and averaged nine 
points and 3.6 rebounds for the 
Buckeyes. Matta is not asking 
the Cleveland product to double 
his scoring output, but with the 
team’s makeup, the leadership 
demands on Lighty are substan-
tial.

“David plays a big role in this. 
He’s a guy whose best attribute is 
how he comes to practice every 
day, and his motor never stops 
running. Sometimes that be-
comes contagious,” Matta said. 
“He understands his role of be-
coming a fi xture in the program 
as an example of what we’re 
striving for.”

Sophomores Evan Turner, Jon 
Diebler, and Dallas Lauderdale 
saw a lot of time last season, 
with Turner starting 30 games 
for the Buckeyes. Diebler needs 
to improve his 29 percent shoot-
ing from 3-point range, while 
Lauderdale will miss some time 
early after suffering a partial 
shoulder separation in a recent 
scrimmage. 

Turner developed into one of 
Ohio State’s top offensive threats 
late last season and can create 
his shot from just about any-
where on the fl oor.

“I think I developed a bet-
ter understanding of the game 
toward the end of last year, and 
I was more in control,” Turner 
said. “I’m more comfortable 
now and just anxious to get-
ting out there and playing, and 
seeing this team play up to its 
potential.”

The position in the middle 
where Koufos resided last season 
belongs to 7-1 freshman B.J. Mul-
lens, one of the top high school 
players in the country a year ago. 
Matta said Mullens has the size, 
skills, and work ethic to become 
a dominant presence, much like 
Greg Oden, the seven-footer who 
led Ohio State‘s run to the NCAA 
title game two years ago.

“With B.J., I like the pace 
that he is on for improvement,” 
Matta said. “And the great thing 
I love about B.J. is that he listens, 
and he asks for extra help. Greg
was a lot like that. He was intui-

tive like that.”
The point guard position will 

likely go to either junior college 
transfer Jeremie Simmons, fresh-
man Anthony Crater, or junior 
P.J. Hill, who saw some mop-up 
minutes last year behind Butler. 
Simmons helped Mott Com-
munity College win two national 
titles and looks like the starter at 
this point.

“Jeremie has a little bit more 
experience, with two years at ju-
nior college, but I’ll be interested 
to see how they all do,” Matta 
said. 

Freshman swingman William 
Buford from Libbey fi gures into 
the rotation, as do freshman 
guard Walter Offutt, junior center 
Kyle Madsen, and freshman for-

ward Nikola Kecman from Serbia 
and Eastern Arizona College. Ke-
cman fi rst has to sit out 12 games 
due to an NCAA suspension for 
his involvement with a semi-pro-
fessional team in Europe.

“We’re making some gains in 
some areas,” Matta said as his 
team went through its fi nal prac-
tice sessions before last night’s 
exhibition game.

“For these guys, it’s the under-
standing of the little things, and 
eventually those things have got 
to become a part of who you are, 
and you have to understand the 
importance of them. That’s what 
we’re striving for right now — the 
minute details.”

With so many new players, 
Matta is still wrangling over

whether to rely primarily on a 
man-to-man defense, a zone, or 
a combination of the two. He also 
said he is some time away from 
settling on any kind of set start-
ing group.

“There are so many things I 
want to see them do — do we 
play together, do we play off of 
each other, how hard do we play, 
how do we handle adversity, who 
takes charge and says this is what 
we need,” Matta said. “And just 
see guys doing what they are sup-
posed to do.”

The Buckeyes, who were the 
Big Ten regular season cham-
pions in 2005--2006 and 2006--
2007, open Big Ten play on Dec. 
31 at home against Iowa. 

“I want to play Ohio State 
basketball, get the ball moving, 
and get up and down the fl oor as
much as we can,” Matta said.

“This group has worked ex-
tremely hard throughout the 
course of the summer and into 
the fall, but there’s still so many 
unknowns still. We’ll have to see 
what happens, but we’ve made 
some gains in some areas.”

Contact Matt Markey at:
 mmarkey@theblade.com

or 419-724-6510.
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OSU SCHEDULE
Nov. 20-Delaware St., 6:30
Nov. 24-Bowling Green, 8
Dec. 2-at Miami, 7
Dec. 3-vs. ND (at Indy), 4
Dec. 13-Butler, noon
Dec. 17-Jacksonville, 9
Dec. 20-Iona, noon
Dec. 22-UNC Asheville, 7
Dec. 27-West Virginia, 4
Dec. 31-Iowa, 4
Jan. 3-at Minnesota, noon
Jan. 6-at Michigan St., 7
Jan. 9-Houston Baptist, 7
Jan. 13-Indiana, 7
Jan. 17-at Michigan, 8
Jan. 20-at Illinois, 7
Jan. 25-Michigan St., 3:45
Jan. 28-Michigan, 6:30
Jan. 31-at Indiana, 4
Feb. 3-Purdue, 7
Feb. 7-Minnesota, 8
Feb. 14-at Wisconsin, 9
Feb. 18-at Northwestern, 9
Feb. 21/22-Illinois, TBD
Feb. 24-Penn State, 7
Feb. 28/Mar. 1-at Purdue, TBD
Mar. 3/4/5-at Iowa, TBD
Mar. 8-Northwestern, 4
Mar. 12-15-Big Ten tournament

FIVE QUESTIONS FOR OHIO STATE
1. How will Ohio State coach Thad Matta handle his third major
remix in three years? First there was the infl ux of incredible 
talent with Greg Oden and company, then the mass exodus to 
the NBA, and now three valued seniors and seven-footer Kosta 
Koufos are gone from last year’s team. There are a lot of new 
parts in the puzzle.
2. The point has been handled exclusively by Jamar Butler and 
Mike Conley Jr. for the past three years. Four players are in 
contention for that prominent post — which one will emerge as 
the new quarterback ?
3. B.J. Mullens is a freshman man-child, bigger than Oden 
or Koufos, and possessing a lot of athleticism and shooting 
touch. If he’s the best freshman in the country like some think, 
is he one-and-done?
4. Does sophomore Evan Turner develop into the versatile star 
many expect him to be? He can play almost anywhere on the 
fl oor and has shown fl ashes of brilliance.
5. Where does freshman William Buford from Toledo fi t in Ohio 
State’s plans? Buford has to adjust from being the most domi-
nant offensive player on the fl oor in every game he’s played 
since sixth grade to being part of a balanced team. 

OHIO STATE ROSTER
No. Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. High school
2 Jeremie Simmons G 6-2 170 Jr. Chicago Von Steuben
3 Walter Offutt G 6-3 190 Fr. Indianapolis Warren Cen.
4 P.J. Hill G 6-1 165 Jr. Minneapolis North
10 Anthony Crater G 6-1 170 Fr. Flint Wolfeboro Brewster
13 Danny Peters G 6-2 180 Jr. New Albany, Ohio
15 Kyle Madsen C 6-9 240 Jr. Dublin Coffman, Ohio
21 Evan Turner G/F 6-7 205 So. Chicago St. Joseph’s
23 David Lighty G/F 6-5 220 Jr. Cleveland VASJ
24 Nikola Kecman F 6-8 220 So. Belgrade, Serbia
32 B.J. Mullens C 7-0 275 Fr. Canal Winchester, Ohio
33 Jon Diebler G 6-6 205 So. Upper Sandusky
34 Mark Titus G 6-4 210 Jr. Brownsburg, Ind.
40 J.J. Grycko F 6-9 210 Fr. Cincinnati Moeller
44 William Buford G 6-5 190 Fr. Libbey
45 Zisis Sarikopoulos C 7-0 265 So. Athens Olympiakos
52 Dallas Lauderdale F 6-8 255 So. Solon, Ohio
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