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BLADE STAFF WRITER

It’s not exactly a stamp stam-
pede, but plenty of people are 
purchasing bunches of fi rst-class 
postage before the price pops up 
two pennies.

A few are buying big bunches.
Lori Cowell, who has a gradu-

ation and wedding in the family 
in the coming months, bought 
800 of the Forever Stamps at 42 
cents each.

The cost for Forever Stamps 
doesn’t stay the same forever, but 
until new postal prices go into ef-
fect Monday, customers can buy 
Forever Stamps at the current 
42-cent rate.  

The Forever Stamp is always 

honored for a 1-ounce letter with 
no need for additional postage.

Since they fi rst went on sale in 
April, 2007, more than 6 billion 
Forever Stamps, which feature 
the Liberty Bell, have been sold. 

During a visit to a post offi ce 

on Monroe Street yesterday, 
Mrs. Cowell said her son Joseph 
graduates in two weeks from Em-
manuel Christian School and her 
son Benjamin is getting married 
in August. That means a fl urry of 
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Some sunshine, 
but showers 
and a  thun-
derstorm are 
possible.
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Mom will understand
Mom’s still the queen, even 
though a retail survey says spend-
ing for her special day is down 12 
percent from last year.
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‘American Idol’
Allison Iraheta, the 
17-year-old high 
school student 
from Los Angeles, 
receives the fewest 
viewer votes and is 
sent home. One of 
the three remain-
ing fi nalists will be 
crowned the next 
“Idol” on May 20.
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law (if not in Bowling Green).
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6 ex-UT athletes charged
in point-shaving schemeObama Karzai

President 
says allies  
promise to 
fight harder 

FROM THE BLADE’S NEWS SERVICES

WASHINGTON — President 
 Obama declared he got the com-
mitments he wanted yesterday 
 from the leaders of Pakistan and 
Afghanistan to more aggressively 
fi ght Taliban and al-Qaeda mili-
tants who are gaining power and 
sowing violence in their coun-
tries.

“I’m pleased that these two 
men, elected leaders of Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, fully appreci-
ate the seriousness of the threats 
that we face and have reaffi rmed 
their commitment to confronting 
it,” Mr. Obama said at the White 
House, with the presidents of the 
two countries at his side.

 The high-stakes diplomacy had 
Afghanistan President Hamid Kar-
zai and Pakistan’s Asif Ali Zardari 
meeting with U.S. offi cials sepa-
rately and together .

Presidents Karzai and Zardari 
arrived in Washington amid grow-

 By MEGHAN GILBERT
and ZACH SILKA
BLADE STAFF WRITERS

DETROIT — An alleged point-
shaving scheme involving Univer-
sity of Toledo athletes included 
nearly 130 phone calls and about 
a dozen meetings on UT’s campus, 
Detroit-area restaurants, a casino, 
bank, and hotel parking lot.

The calls and meetings, which 
occurred from Nov. 19, 2005, to 
Dec. 19, 2006, are detailed in a 20-
count indictment fi led yesterday 
in U.S. District Court in Detroit 
that charges six former UT ath-
letes and two Detroit-area men 
with conspiracy to commit sports 
bribery.

Six of the defendants also were 
charged with unlawful use of in-
terstate facilities.

The federal charges are against 
former UT football players Adam 
Ryan Cuomo, 31, of Hagersville, 
Ont. ; Harvey Lamont “Scooter” 
McDougle Jr., 24, of East Cleveland, 
Ohio, and Quinton James Brous-
sard, 25, of Carrollton, Texas. The 
former basketball players charged 
are Keith Junior Triplett, 29, of To-
ledo; Anton Du’ane Currie, 25, of 
Okemos, Mich., and Kashif Lashon 
Payne, 24, of Chester, Pa.

The Michigan men charged in 
the federal indictment are Ghazi 
“Gary” Manni, 52, of Sterling 
Heights, Mich., and Mitchell Ed-
ward Karam, 76, of Troy, Mich.

The U.S. attorney’s offi ce will 
work with the lawyers of those in-
dicted to encourage them to  turn 
themselves in to authorities within 
the next week, said Gina Balaya, a 
spokesman with the offi ce.

According to the 30-page indict-
ment, Manni and Mr. Karam paid 
money and other things of value 
between December, 2004, and 
December, 2006, to the UT football 
and basketball players to infl uence 
the outcome of games. The men 
would then bet on those games.

Manni and Mr. Karam wagered 

UT POINT-SHAVING ALLEGATIONS 

A federal indictment lists a series of University of 
Toledo men’s basketball games that Detroit-area 
men Ghazi Manni and Mitchell Karam bet on, and 
the approximate amount wagered, and the team 
UT was playing as part of an alleged 
point-shaving scheme. 

Toledo’s Kashif Payne puts up a shot in the  
University of Toledo Rockets vs. St. Bona- 
venture basketball game Dec. 17, 2005.
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Two Detroit-area businessmen and six former University of Toledo athletes were charged in a 
20-count federal indictment yesterday with conspiracy to commit sports bribery in an alleged 
point-shaving scheme related to basketball games.

Nov. 20, 2005 — $42,000; University of South 
Carolina game.
Nov. 27, 2005 — $10,000; Southern Methodist 
University.
Dec. 3, 2005 — $10,000; Northern Illinois 
University.
Dec. 17, 2005 — $44,000; St. Bonaventure 
University.
Dec. 21, 2005 — $21,000; East Carolina 
University.
Jan. 4, 2006 —  $10,000; Kent State University.
Jan. 7, 2006 —  $15,000; University of Akron.
Jan. 15, 2006 — $17,000; Bowling Green State 
University.
Jan. 18, 2006 — $21,000; Miami University of 
Ohio.
Jan. 24, 2006 — $40,000; Northern Illinois 
University.
Feb. 1, 2006 —  $40,000; Western Michigan 
University.
Feb. 4, 2006 —  $20,500; Central Michigan 
University.
Feb. 7, 2006 —  $20,000; Kent State University.
Feb. 18, 2006 — $30,000; University of Detroit 
Mercy.
Nov. 20, 2006 — $25,000; Virginia 
Commonwealth University.
Dec. 2, 2006 —  $21,000; Vanderbilt University.
Dec. 19, 2006 — $21,000; University of Detroit 
Mercy.

WHAT IS POINT SHAVING?
Point-shaving involves fi xing 
games so  that bettors win by 
betting on the “spread” book-
makers have identifi ed for the 
game. 
For example, if Toledo is favored 

to win a game by four points 
or more, but players make sure 
they only win by three, bettors 
with inside knowledge can win 
money by betting against Toledo 
to cover the spread.  

To view all 
of the indict-
ments, go to 
our Web site: 

MORE INSIDE
Blade Sports Columnist Dave 
Hackenberg looks at the 
shadow that point-shaving 
and bribery allegations cast on 
University of Toledo athletics. 
Sports, Page C1. 

Afghan, Pakistan 
leaders visit U.S. 

2 Michigan men paid to influence games, U.S. says

BBB decries
cell phone
calls for auto
warranties
By JON CHAVEZ
BLADE BUSINESS WRITER

Your cell phone rings and an 
automated voice warns you that 
your auto warranty is about to 
expire. What should you do?

Well, fi rst, ask yourself if it even 
applies to you. 

Chances are decent that you 
may have gotten such a call in the 
last few months whether you own 
a vehicle or not.

A string of companies — no 
one is certain exactly how many 
or their real names — have been 
targeting cell phone numbers re-
cently attempting to sell consum-
ers expensive third-party auto 
warranties.

An automated voice warns  re-

‘COMPLETE SCAM’

THE BLADE/AMY E. VOIGT

Jill Nehrig, of Erie, Mich., puts her Forever Stamps to use at the 
U.S. Post Offi ce on Monroe Street. Many customers are buying 
the Forever Stamps before their price goes up to 44 cents.

 Customers
aim to lick
rising price
of postage

FOREVER STAMPS SELLING BRISKLY

See STAMPS, Page 6 See WARRANTY, Page 5

See INDICTMENT, Page 3

See OBAMA, Page 5
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