
After the Germans 
bombed their train — it was 
the height of World War I 
— young Clara became sep-
arated from her mother and 
sisters. An Austrian soldier 
took pity on the lost, shell-
shocked 7-year-old girl and 
escorted her back to Kovel 
to live with an aunt.

It took nearly a year for 
Clara to be reunited in 
Liverpool with her fam-
ily, whom she hardly recog-
nized because a dearth of 
food and clothes had taken 
physical tolls on her mother 
and sisters.

“They were like skel-
etons,” she said. “They had 
nothing.”

Mrs. Weinblatt still has 
the occasional nightmare 
about the attack on the train 
and being separated from 
her family.

“She doesn’t talk about it 
much,” said her son, Chuck 
Weinblatt, 56, of Sylvania, 
“but a piece of it has always 
been with her.”

But Mrs. Weinblatt’s pain-
ful childhood had a happy 
ending in Columbus, where 
she, her mother, and her 
sisters were reunited with 

her father.
It was there, and later in 

Toledo, where she carved 
out quite a life.

Mrs. Weinblatt took a job 
as a proofreader at the Co-
lumbus Dispatch — a job 
from which she would be 
fi red for taking a day off to 
observe a Jewish holiday. 

For her fi rst date with her 
future husband, Dr. Morris 
Weinblatt, she managed to 
secure tickets to an Ohio 
State-Michigan football 
game in Columbus.

Mrs. Weinblatt, who at-
tended Ohio State Universi-
ty for a year, was a Buckeye; 
Dr. Weinblatt, a former Uni-
versity of Michigan football 
player, was a Wolverine. It 
was love at fi rst sight for the 
collegiate rivals, and three 
dates later, the two were 
engaged, after Dr. Weinblatt 
asked her if she wouldn’t 
mind washing his shirts and 
socks with her laundry — an 
awkward but effective mar-
riage proposal.

“They were just a perfect 
match,” said Chuck Weinb-
latt, who was born two years 
after his parents married in 
1949. “They were exceed-
ingly devoted to each other. 
I rarely heard either of them 
raise their voice.”

The couple moved to 
Toledo 60 years ago, where 

Dr. Weinblatt was one of the 
city’s fi rst psychiatrists.

He died in 1979, and her 
thoughts drifted to him on 
her birthday celebration.

“I only wish he was still 
alive right now,” she said. 
“But there’s nothing I can 
do. I do miss him.”

 At 100, Mrs. Weinblatt 

keeps busy playing games 
on her computer, reading, 
and helping other residents 
at the Kingston Care Center 
as the assisted living facili-
ty’s “goodwill greeter.”

She calls her son sev-
eral times a day and takes 
an active interest in her 
granddaughter Lauren’s 
upcoming wedding and her 
grandson Brian’s graduation 
with a doctoral degree in 
higher-education adminis-
tration from the University 
of Toledo.

She  never learned to drive 
— which may have played a 
part in her reaching the 100-
year milestone.

“She walked everywhere,” 
Mr. Weinblatt said. “I’m sure 
that helped in her longev-
ity.”

 Good genetics may have 
played a role, too: there is 
no history of heart disease, 
cancer, or diabetes in Mrs. 
Weinblatt’s family. 

Her mother lived to be 
97 and her sisters well into 
their 80s; her younger sister 
made it to 96.

“I guess she comes from 
the right side of Russia,” the 
son said.

Even a dangerously low 
heart rate three years ago, 
which resulted in the instal-
lation of a pacemaker, failed 
to slow her down or dampen 

her spirit.
“The  way she is now, I 

expect her to live forever,” 
said Mrs. Weinblatt’s car-
diologist, Dr. Tom Pappas, 
who stopped by to give his 
patient a birthday hug. “It’s 
rare to meet someone so 
beautiful and alive.”

To pass along the wisdom 
of a life well lived, Mrs. 
Weinblatt used the story of 
an elderly man she visited 
and took care of as part of 
the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram decades ago. 

The man once asked 
Mrs. Weinblatt about her 
heritage, and grew indig-
nant when he learned she 
is Jewish.

 “He said to me, ‘Hitler 
should have killed you, too,’ ”
she recalled, with a hint of 
sadness in her voice.

Mrs. Weinblatt continued 
to deliver food and care for 
the man, even though he 
never apologized.

“All I want is for people 
not to hate,” she said. 
“People should love each 
other and respect each 
other, regardless of age and 
religion.

“And respect your elders,” 
she added. “I still practice 
that.”

Contact Kirk Baird at
kbaird@theblade.com

or 419-724-6734.
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The Blade’s Road Warrior 
advises readers each Monday 
where the biggest driving 
headaches will be throughout 
the construction season. He’ll 
tell you the locations to avoid 
and the detours to take.

Major work on Toledo-area 
freeways has come to a close 
for the season, most notably 
on I-75 near the Maumee 
River, where the DiSalle Bridge 
project halted for the winter 
last week.

A few minor maintenance 
projects continue during off-
peak hours, and those will be 
scheduled so as to avoid con-
fl icts with Thanksgiving holiday 
travel later this week.

AAA expects 38.4 million 
Americans to travel more than 
50 miles from home during the 
long weekend, a 1.4 percent 
increase over last year.

An ever-greater percent-
age of Thanksgiving travelers 
is driving rather than fl ying, 
which the auto club attributes 
to reduced airline capacity, 
stricter security proceedings, 
and ever-growing surcharges 
and fees. Eighty-six percent 
are now expected to make their 
entire holiday trip by highway, 
whereas just 6 percent will fl y.

AAA says the rest will go 

by bus, train, or water, or a 
combination of modes. A 
recent increase in fuel prices is 
not expected to infl uence how 
most people travel, because 
late-purchase airline tickets are 
usually expensive.

With construction projects 
generally fi nished, or close to 
fi nished for the season, this 
will be the last Road Warrior 
column of the year. I’ll be back 
in the spring when the orange 
barrels start sprouting up 
again.

1. State Rt. 65 
(Craig Memorial 
Bridge): Closed until 

December for remodeling 
and construction of new ap-
proaches. Use the Veterans’ 
Glass City Skyway or Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Bridge instead. 
All I-280 ramps at Front Street 
are open.

2. I-75: Single-lane 
traffi c between 
Berdan and Stickney 

tonight and tomorrow night, 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., for lighting 
maintenance. All lanes have 
reopened across and near 
the DiSalle Bridge, where 
construction will resume in the 
spring.

3. U.S. 24: All traf-
fi c is now shifted 
to the eastbound 
side between Dutch 

and Fallen Timbers while the 
east end of the new U.S. 24 
expressway is built.

4. I-475/Salisbury 
Road: Nighttime lane 
closings on I-475 

at Salisbury for interchange 
reconstruction work and major 
widening. Salisbury/Dussel 

Drive reduced to one lane each 
way.

5. I-475: Eastbound 
right lane closed at 
Auburn, which is 
closed for bridge 

replacement.

6. U.S. 20/23: Oc-
casional fl ag zones 
on U.S. 20 between 

Woodville and State Rt. 420.

7. State Rt. 2: Turn 
lane construction at 
Teachout and Yon-
dota roads requires 

occasional daytime fl ag zones 
through Wednesday.

8. I-280: The north-
bound entrance from 
Front will be closed 
today from 9 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. North-
bound lane closings, 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
across the Veterans’ Glass City 
Skyway.

9. Collingwood 
Boulevard: North-
bound lanes are 

closed between Delaware and 
Islington until Wednesday. Use 
Cherry or Detroit instead.

10. State Rt. 199: 
Closed weekdays, 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m., for 

drainage work between Sugar 
Ridge and Devils Hole roads. 
Detour via State Rt. 582, U.S. 
23, and State Rt. 105. Road 
will reopen at noon Wednes-
day for holiday travel.
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Contact the Road Warrior at: 
roadwarrior@theblade.com 

or 419-724-6094.
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expected to attend.
Opponents claim the deer 

problem has been exagger-
ated and that the kill would 
be a waste of tax dollars.

The only fi rm known to 
travel the country for such 
culls, Connecticut-based 
White Buffalo  Inc., has 
estimated the cost of the 
Ottawa Hills operation at 
$25,000 to $30,000 a year.

White Buffalo’s co-found-
er and president, Anthony 
DeNicola,  has said culling 
needs to be done over sev-
eral years to be effective. 

He said he is not interest-
ed in negotiating with any 
community that just wants 
a one-time cull.

Ottawa Hills Village Man-
ager Marc Thompson has 
said the village probably 
would negotiate a two-year 
contract. But he said it 
would want an option to get 
out of the second year of any 
such agreement in the event 

the fi rst year 
doesn’t go as 
expected. 

The village 
is eyeing 
the Febru-
a r y - M a r c h 
 period. 

Meat from 
any cull 
would be sal-

vaged for food pantries by 
an outreach ministry known 
as Farmers and Hunters 
Feeding the Hungry, Mr. 
Thompson said. 

Although councilmen 
claim they have worked on 
the proposed exemption for 
almost three years now, a 
number of citizens opposed 
to the cull said the issue 
took them by surprise when 
they fi rst heard about it last 
summer.

“I’m a little late coming to 
the party, but I didn’t know 
there was a party,” said 
Michael Eisenstodt,  an Ot-
tawa Hills resident who has 
served as a co-leader of the 
opposition movement.

Mr. Eisenstodt said he 
believes offi cials haven’t 
done enough research into 
the village’s deer population 
and its movement patterns, 
an accusation that offi cials 
deny.

Although offi cials esti-
mate Ottawa Hills’ current 
herd at 104 deer, it is un-
known how many travel be-
tween the village and other 
large properties, such as 
Wildwood Metropark north 
of Central Avenue. 

Records show most of the 
village’s vehicle-deer col-
lisions occur just south of 
Central.

Mr. Eisenstodt said he 
found it puzzling that vil-
lage offi cials have been un-
able to quantify the damage 

to private property if deer 
have really caused that 
much destruction. Village 
offi cials don’t have a cost 
estimate.

Some deer carry Lyme 
disease, but the Ohio De-
partment of Health has said 
there is  a low incidence of it 
in northwest Ohio. The Ohio 
Department of Natural Re-
sources also considers the 
deer population in this part 
of the state to be stable and 
healthy.

“It would have made it 
easier [to accept a cull] if 

they could have made it a 
health and safety issue,” Mr. 
Eisenstodt said.

He and retired Ohio Su-
preme Court Justice Alice 
Robie Resnick, another 
Ottawa Hills resident who 
opposes the cull, said the 
village fi rst should  consider 
more practical measures, 
such as encouraging  resi-
dents having problems with 
deer to  put up new fences or 
strengthen the fences they 
have.

Mr. Eisenstodt said that 
would “appease all those 
conservatives who fear big 
government and excessive 
government spending.”

Ms. Resnick said that 
although the occasional 
deer has jumped her split-

rail fence and nibbled her 
plants, she fails to under-
stand why residents can’t 
adapt to deer tastes and 
switch to plants the animals 
don’t eat — or  take greater 
precautions.

“I love lilies and so do 
the deer,” she mused as she 
strolled past her large back-
yard garden.

Rather than give up those 
particular fl owers, Ms. 
Resnick has repaired her 
fence and protected her 
plants with a combination 
of chemical and natural 
deer repellents.

She said Irish Spring soap 
has proven an effective de-
fense for the lilies, because 
deer don’t like its scent.

“There are a few people 
here who are relying on the 
government rather than 
taking personal responsibil-
ity for their own property,” 
Ms. Resnick said. 

“I don’t expect the gov-
ernment here in Ottawa 
Hills to take care of my pri-
vate property.”

In addition to posting 
yard signs, opponents have 
printed  T-shirts to  publicize 
tonight’s vote.

Parents were encouraged 
to have their children wear 
them to school on Monday, 
according to resident Mar-
garet Rodriguez.

The village  Web site, 
ottawahills.org,   has infor-
mation posted about the 
deer controversy.

Information compiled by 
opponents can be found 
online at villagedeer.com. 

An online petition that 
opponents have generated 
can be accessed off the Web 
site or by going to http:
//sites.google.com/site/
villagedeer/petition. 

It had more than  300 en-
tries    last night.

Contact Tom Henry at:
thenry@theblade.com

or 419-724-6079.
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Cardiologist Tom Pappas greets his patient Clara 
Weinblatt at the celebration. ‘It’s rare to meet some-
one so beautiful and alive,’ the doctor said.
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Daryl and Jill Moreau’s yard display at 3904 Brookside 
Rd. opposes a village proposal to spend $25,000 to 
$30,000 to hire a fi rm to cull the village deer herd.

Race to build TV superhighway gave Ohio strange silos in ’49
By MARK J. PRICE
AKRON BEACON JOURNAL

AKRON — Strange-looking silos 
loomed above Ohio’s farmland in 
1949.

Built on hills about 25 to 30 
miles apart, the concrete-and-
steel towers offered unobstructed 
views of one another. Engineers 
chose the locations carefully, cal-
culating the curvature of the earth 
to determine a clear path.

Workers cut down trees and 
sheared off slopes to ensure that 
nothing would get in the way as 

the unusual trail meandered over 
the horizon.

You see, sixty years ago, Ohio 
was in a relay race.

The marathon began in New 
York, hurtled toward Chicago, and 
ended in San Francisco.

From coast to coast, Americans 
 soon would enjoy live pictures on 
network television. The so-called 
“TV superhighway,” made up of 
microwave relay stations, would 
beam programs nearly 3,000 miles 
in a fraction of a second.

 Silos were built from east to 

west in Winona, Lorain, Bir-
mingham, Castalia, Gibsonburg, 
Swanton, Wauseon, and Bryan. A 
second chain connected Colum-
bus to Cincinnati.

The American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. supervised instal-
lation of the towers, which car-
ried TV signals and long-distance 
phone calls. Each Ohio relay 
station cost $150,000 to build 
— about $1.4 million today. The 
National Concrete Fireproofi ng 
Co. of Cleveland won the $3 mil-
lion contract.

  The Ohio Turnpike, which also 
began construction in 1949, trav-
eled past many of the  towers .

 Coast-to-coast television fi nally 
arrived Sept. 4, 1951, when the 
four TV networks — ABC, NBC, 
CBS, and DuMont — covered a 
30-minute speech by President 
Harry Truman in San Francisco. 
About 40 million people tuned in 
across the nation as signals raced 
across the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co.  105 relay towers.

The picture was so clear that 
viewers could see the stripes in 

Truman’s tie.
Within a few months, I Love 

Lucy, Dragnet, Sky King, and The 
Red Skelton Show would enthrall 
viewers from coast to coast. Color 
television was on the horizon.

AT&T used the radio-televi-
sion relay network for more than 
30 years until the company’s 
court-ordered divestiture in 1984. 
Satellite TV left earthbound relay 
stations in the dust.

Many of the old concrete towers 
were converted into cell phone 
towers. 

‘There are a few 
people here who 

are relying on 
the government 

rather than 
taking personal 

responsibility for 
their own property.’Alice Robie Resnick, 

retired Ohio
 Supreme Court justice
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