
7:45 a.m.  in Flower Hospital.
Scott Kopke, 15, said he was on 

the bus listening to music cranked 
to top volume on his iPod. He 
heard the crash, then the bus 
driver cry out.

When Scott looked out the 
window, he saw the teenager lying 
several feet behind the bus.

“I saw her body lying on the side 
of the road,” he said. “She wasn’t 
moving and she was lying face 
down. Then, I heard the lady who 
hit her get out of the car and she 
was screaming. She went crazy 
after she hit her.”

The driver of the SUV was 
Cynthia Anderson, 66, of Toledo. 
Ms. Anderson, who could not be 
reached for comment, was coop-
erating with the investigation and 
was not charged yesterday, Sylva-
nia police said.

Ms. Anderson was westbound 
on Erie when she failed to stop 
for the eastbound bus. Police said 
they do not believe alcohol was a 
factor nor was she distracted by a 
cell phone prior to the crash.

“Drivers just need to really pay 
attention to what they’re doing, 
which is driving,” Sylvania Police 
Sgt. Danilynn Miller said at the 
scene of the accident.

The students remained on the 
bus for about an hour as police 
recorded their names and witness 
statements.

“Everyone was crying because 
of what happened and freaking 
out and stuff. We all prayed a 
couple of times; some of us were 
doing it together,” Scott said. “I 
stayed calm for the most part, 
because I always felt in situations 
like that, it was better to stay calm 
than freak out.

“It’s still kind of hard to believe 
that it actually happened,” the 
teen said.

The bus driver who witnessed 
the accident was shaken, and was 
also taken to Flower Hospital for 
treatment, witnesses said.

Parents were notifi ed of the ac-
cident in a mass phone message 
and were allowed to pick up stu-
dents early, school offi cials said.

Northview students who knew 
Morgan were excused from semes-
ter exams and were offered coun-
seling in the school guidance of-
fi ce. Counselors will remain avail-
able today,  though school is not in 
session, school offi cials said.

Two high school girls embraced 
and cried on the front steps of 
Northview about an hour after the 
accident, as their mothers waited 
to take them home early.  

Morgan was described as “a 
wonderful student” by Sylvania 
Schools Superintendent Brad 
Rieger. She played violin in the 

high school orchestra and the To-
ledo International Youth Orches-
tra and was a member of the high 
school Spanish Club. Her brother, 
Josh, is a senior at the school and 
was at home when the accident 
occured, Mr. Rieger said.

Julia DeBelly, 15, a friend and 
cello player in the youth orches-
tra, said Morgan was looking for-
ward to July, when the orchestra 
is  to travel to Vienna , for a music 
festival and competition.

“She always made everyone 
laugh, no matter what,” Julia said 
of her friend.

Mr. Rieger and Principal Stewart 
Jesse spent time with her family at 
the hospital.

“Obviously, parents aren’t built 
to say good-bye to their children,” 
Mr. Rieger said.

Two men who answered the 
door at the Duris home declined 
to comment.

Shayna Zack, 15, was prepared 
to wrap up her semester exams 
at Northview. Instead, she was 
forced to face something she 
wasn’t prepared for — the death of 
one of her best friends.

Shayna learned from another 
student that Morgan, a friend of 
hers since sixth grade, had been 
struck by a vehicle.

Morgan was a sweet, funny girl 
who “just cared about everyone,” 
Shayna said.

She couldn’t stop crying after 
she found out Morgan was gone.

“Everyone was just crying and 
hugging,” Shayna said.

 “I was in total shock. I still am. 
It just doesn’t feel like it actually 

happened.”
Shayna left school early with 

her mother, and spent the after-
noon creating a Facebook group, 
“RIP Morgan Duris We Love You,” 
which became a forum for more 
than 350 people to share memo-
ries of the teenager.

“At Northview, everyone some-
how knows her,” Shayna said. 

A 5-year-old boy was killed 
under similar circumstances in 
Oregon nearly fi ve years ago.

Dameatrius McCreary was 
struck March 24, 2005, on Starr 
Avenue when a car’s driver, An-
gelique Dipman, failed to stop as 
he crossed the street in front of 
a school bus with warning lights 
fl ashing and its stop arm extend-
ed. Dameatrius, a kindergartner 
at Coy Elementary School, was on 
his way home from school.

Dipman testifi ed during her 
trial that she took her eyes off 
the road briefl y to fi nd a ringing 
cell phone that had fallen from 
her lap. 

She told the jury she didn’t 
see the school bus and believed 
she had rear-ended another car 
when she struck the boy. She was 
convicted of aggravated vehicular 
homicide and sentenced to 18 
months in a regional jail.

On Oct. 22, 2008, Austin Takacs, 
11, also of Oregon, died when he 
tripped and fell under the rear 
wheels of an Oregon school bus 
that was pulling away from a bus 
stop. Austin was trying to alert the 
bus driver to stop and pick him up 
when he fell.

Staff writers Carl Ryan and 
David Patch contributed to this 
report.

Contact Bridget Tharp at:
btharp@theblade.com

or 419-724-6086.
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Join us for the
2010 Winter Olympics

Workshop for Educators
Thursday, January 28, 2010 • 4-6 pm

WGTE Public Media,
1270 S. Detroit Ave., Toledo

Cost: $28 WGTE ERC members; $40 non-members
To Register, call WGTE at 419.380.4634 or

visit www.wgte.org/education
Registration Deadline: Friday, January 22, 2010

The eyes of the world will be on British Columbia when the cities 
of Vancouver and Whistler host the 2010 Winter Olympic Games 

on February 12-28, 2010. Incorporate this Olympic experience into 
your curriculum! Join education specialists from The Blade,
The Toledo-Lucas County Public Library and WGTE as they

present Olympic-themed teaching ideas using
various media for your classroom.

You will receive:
• Winter Olympic Games packet featuring ready-to-use lessons

and resource materials
• Tips for using Google Earth and other resources in

your lessons
• A subscription to The Blade in electronic or print format for your

students, delivered to your school during the Olympic Games
• Food, fun and prizes • Two contact hours

TOLEDO
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HIT NEAR HOME
A Northview High School 
freshman was struck by a 
vehicle while she was 
attempting to cross Erie 
Street to board a school bus 
about 7 a.m. yesterday. She 
died later at Flower Hospital. 
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Westbound vehicle 
hit her while she was 
crossing Erie Street 
to board the bus after 
leaving her home.

School bus was 
stopped on Erie 
Street, headed east.

Student’s home

THE BLADE/DAVE ZAPOTOSKY

Counselor Jodi Hess puts her arm around Northview High School freshman Ben Cannon, 15, at left, 
and school psychologist Kim Pawlicki puts her hand on the back of another teen at a memorial.
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WASHINGTON — Embracing 
Depression-era policy and pop-
ulist politics, President Obama 
chastised big Wall Street banks 
yesterday  and called for limits 
on their size and investments 
to stave off a new economic 
meltdown.

 Mr. Obama’s rhetoric covered 
the whole fi nancial industry, but 
the key changes will affect only a 
few high-profi le players, includ-
ing JPMorgan Chase & Co., while 
sparing investment banks like 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. 

The move could undercut 
Treasury Secretary Timothy 
Geithner’s strategy of maintain-
ing close ties with the fi nancial 
industry as part of the adminis-
tration’s overhaul efforts.

“We have to get this done,” 
Mr. Obama said. “If these folks 
want a fi ght, it’s a fi ght I’m ready 
to have. 

“We’ve come through a ter-
rible crisis,” the President said, 
pivoting the White House focus 
from health care to an economy 
that has been slow to recover 
during his fi rst year in offi ce.  

Markets tumbled on the 
news, the Dow Jones industrial 
average losing 213 points and 
continuing this week’s slide that 
has erased the Dow’s gains for 
2010 and provided yet another 
dire sign for recovery.

Mr. Obama’s announce-
ment included changes that 
have been advocated for over a 
year by former Federal Reserve 
Chairman Paul Volcker,  in par-
ticular  Mr. Volcker’s proposal 
to ban banks that take deposits 
from also trading stocks for their 
own profi t. 

The change would separate 
commercial banks from invest-
ment banks, a line that was 
blurred a decade ago by the 
repeal of the Depression-era 
Glass-Steagall Act. 

The President’s proposal 
would need congressional ap-
proval to take effect.  

ECONOMY 

Obama 
proposes 
limits on 
big banks
President wants size, 
investment curbs 

a forceful response” with 
congressional leaders from 
both parties. 

“It is a major victory for 
big oil, Wall Street banks, 
health insurance compa-
nies, and the other powerful 
interests that marshal their 
power every day in Washing-
ton to drown out the voices 
of everyday Americans,” the 
President said.

In a 5-4 decision, the 
majority cast its ruling as a 
spirited defense of the First 
Amendment, concluding 
that corporations have the 
same rights as individuals 
when it comes to political 
speech. 

Corporations had been 
banned since 1947 from us-
ing their profi ts to endorse 
or oppose political candi-
dates, a restriction that the 
justices ruled unconstitu-
tional.

“When government seeks 
to use its full power, includ-
ing the criminal law, to com-
mand where a person may 
get his or her information 
or what distrusted source 
he or she may not hear, it 
uses censorship to control 
thought,” the court said in 
a decision written by Justice 
Anthony Kennedy.

“This is unlawful. The 
First Amendment confi rms 
the freedom to think for 
ourselves,” he wrote. 

 The decision upends the 
court’s precedent that cor-
porations may not use their 
profi ts to support or oppose 
candidates, and it rejects a 
large portion of the McCain-
Feingold campaign fi nance 
act, which the justices de-
clared constitutional just six 
years ago. 

The ruling seems certain 
to apply to labor unions as 
well, though they are not 
explicitly mentioned in the 
court’s majority opinion.

Until now, companies 
were limited to raising 
money through political 
action committees, which 
are subject to contribution 
limits. 

Now they are free to use 
their profi ts to advertise 
for or against candidates, 
although they must still 
disclose their role. The deci-

sion does not address a ban 
on companies contributing 
directly to candidates.

The far-reaching ruling 
marks a triumph for those 
who have fought the Mc-
Cain-Feingold provisions, 
including Senate Minor-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R., Ky.), the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, and numer-
ous other business and 
conservative groups. It also 
overturns laws in two dozen 
states limiting corporate ex-
penditures in local races.

  The case centers on a 
scathing 90-minute movie 
about Hillary Clinton pro-
duced by the conservative 
group Citizens United dur-
ing her 2008 run for presi-
dent.

A lower court said the fi lm 
ran afoul of a McCain-Fein-
gold provision that forbids 
corporations, unions, and 
special-interest groups 
from using money from 
their general treasuries for 
“any broadcast, cable, or 
satellite communications” 
that refer to a candidate for 
federal offi ce during elec-
tion season. 

The high court chose last 
year to broaden the scope of 
the case to include consti-
tutional questions raised in 
a 1990 decision, which was 
overturned by yesterday’s 
 ruling.

Leading the court’s dis-
senting liberal bloc, Justice 
John Paul Stevens called the 

decision “a radical change 
in the law” that ignores “the 
overwhelming majority of 
justices who have served on 
this court.” 

Justices Sonia Sotomayor, 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and 
Stephen Breyer joined in the 
90-page dissent.

Sen. John McCain (R., 
Ariz.), who co-wrote the 
2002 campaign reform law 
with Sen. Russell Feingold 
(D., Wis.) said he was “disap-
pointed” by the decision. 

Mr. Feingold went further, 
calling it “a terrible mistake” 
and saying it ignored “im-
portant principles of judi-
cial restraint and respect for 
precedent.” 

Democrats and cam-
paign-fi nance reform ac-
tivists predicted the ruling 
would further increase the 
infl uence of groups such as 
the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, which is now free to 
spend an unlimited amount 
of money on ads explicitly 
attacking candidates. 

    The ruling leaves in place 
a prohibition on direct 
contributions to candidates 
from corporations and 
unions and didn’t touch 
the McCain-Feingold ban 
on unlimited corporate and 
union donations to political 
parties. Nor did it disturb 
companies’ right to solicit 
voluntary contributions to 
political action committees 
that can donate directly to 
candidates. 

The basic elements of the 
Supreme Court’s landmark 
decision on campaign 
fi nance:

OVERTURNED
t A 63-year-old law, and 
two of its own decisions, 
that barred corporations 
and unions from spend-
ing money directly from 
their treasuries on ads 
that advocate electing or 
defeating candidates for 
president or Congress, but 
which are produced inde-
pendently and not coordi-
nated with the candidate’s 
campaign.
t The prohibition in the 
McCain-Feingold Act that 
since 2002 had barred is-
sue-oriented ads paid for 
by corporations or unions 
30 days before a primary 

and 60 days before a gen-
eral election.

LEFT IN PLACE
t The century-old ban on 
donations by corpora-
tions from their treasuries 
directly to candidates.
t The ability of corpora-
tions, unions, or indi-
viduals to set up political 
action committees that 
can contribute directly to 
candidates but can only 
accept voluntary contri-
butions from employees, 
members, and others and 
cannot use money directly 
from corporate or union 
treasuries.
t The McCain-Feingold 
provision that anyone 
spending money on politi-
cal ads must disclose the 
names of contributors. 

DECISION HIGHLIGHTS

Student 
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Continued from Page 1
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