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The Blade’s Road Warrior 
advises readers each Sunday 
where the biggest driving 
headaches will be throughout 
the construction season. He’ll 
tell you the locations to avoid 
and the detours to take.

With the I-75 construction 
near the DiSalle Bridge now in 
full swing for the season, I-75 
also being worked on in Monroe 
County, and several more 
projects getting started in the 
coming weeks, it’s time again 
for weekly construction reports.

A caller, apparently from the 
Sylvania area, wants to know 
if ODOT could shorten the 
duration of the planned ramp 
closing at the Monroe Street 
entrance to southbound U.S. 
23 by requiring a bridge-repair 
contractor to work around the 
clock. Such a speed-up, the 
caller said, would give more 
construction workers jobs — 
albeit for a shorter time — and 
reduce the burden on drivers.

The response we got from 
the state was a familiar one: A 
shorter deadline for the project 
could force the contractor 
to schedule more shifts, but 
it undoubtedly would have 
boosted the project’s $749,000 
price tag. Exactly how much of 
an increase that might be, we’ll 
never know, because the project 
wasn’t advertised for bids that 
way.

We on The Blade’s orange-
barrels beat are sympathetic to 
the motoring public’s desire to 
avoid unnecessary detours and 
other inconveniences, especially 
in cases like this Monroe ramp, 
where the alternatives are 
rather cumbersome. We often 
challenge ODOT to consider 

different ways to do things to 
reduce projects’ impacts.

On the other hand, we have 
to have some faith that the 
transportation department is 
telling the truth when it says it’s 
doing its best to balance incon-
venience against the higher cost 
of compressing work sched-
ules. We also note that in recent 
years ODOT has shifted toward 
nighttime construction for many 
projects, especially resurfacing 
jobs, to minimize their traffi c 
impact when it’s practical to 
do so.

Concrete work is not so 
night-shift friendly, since con-
crete needs time to cure after 
pouring. Many of the full-time 
work zones ODOT still sets up, 
including the U.S. 23 work, 
involve concrete.

Another concrete job is the 
upcoming bridge work on the 
Anthony Wayne Trail that will 
severely affect South Toledo 
commuters. We strongly urge 
the transportation department 
to reconsider its plan to close 
the northbound Trail ramp 
to northbound I-75 for two 
months this summer during 
that construction. While the 
ramp does begin to split off 
at the Swan Creek bridge, it 
appears to us that a temporary 
alignment could be created 
by building a short piece of 
temporary ramp just past the 
downtown end of the structure.

Motorists would have to slow 
down to turn left onto such a 
temporary ramp, but consid-
ering traffi c congestion the 
project is likely to cause, speed 
may not be a problem. We’d be 
very surprised if 50 cubic yards 
of temporary asphalt (our es-
timate, not theirs) signifi cantly 
increased that project’s cost.

1. I-75: Two lanes 
open each way between 
Wales and South for 
bridge work. North-
bound traffi c splits at 
Wales; use right lane 
only to exit at Miami 

or South. Wales and Miami 
northbound entrances and 
southbound entrance at South 
are closed. Single-lane zones 
may occur on I-75 at night.

2. U.S. 23: Monroe 
entrance to south-
bound U.S. 23 closed 
for 75 days, starting 
Monday, during bridge 
work. Use Central 

interchange or I-475 entrances 
at Corey or Talmadge instead. 
Nighttime lane closings on 
southbound U.S. 23.

3. I-75: Single-lane 
closings on weekdays 
and double-lane clos-

ings at night on I-75 between 
the Ohio-Michigan border and 
I-275 for pavement patching 
and bridge work.

4. I-475/Salisbury 
Road: Nighttime lane 
closings on I-475 

at Salisbury for interchange 
reconstruction work and major 
widening. Salisbury-Dussel 
Drive reduced to one lane each 
way.

 5. I-475: Eastbound 
right lane closed at 
Auburn, which is 

closed for bridge replacement 
until July.

6. Front, Summit 
streets: Lane closings 
on both streets near 

the Craig Memorial Bridge 
during realignment construc-
tion. Dearborn Avenue closed 
at Front. Ontario and Michigan 
streets closed at former I-280 
trench.

7. U.S. 24: Lane 
closings between 
Fallen Timbers and 

Dutch, with all traffi c shifted to 
the eastbound side, while the 
east end of the new U.S. 24 
expressway is built.

8. Secor Road: Lane 
closings between 
Monroe and Laskey for 

pavement reconstruction.

OFF THE MAP

State Rt. 19: Closed for bridge 
work in Ottawa County between 
Toussaint-Portage and Moore 
roads. Detour via State Rts. 2, 
590, and 163.

i t

Contact the Road Warrior at: roadwarrior@theblade.com or 419-724-6094.
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who died on April 2. A 
private burial ceremony 
followed.

His death occurred  just 
shy of his 71st birthday.

Because of mandatory 
retirement, he was pre-
pared  to turn his gavel over 
at the end of the year to a 
successor whom voters 
will choose  in November.

The  80-minute funeral  at 
First Community Church 
in Marble Cliff just west of 
Columbus was full of ref-
erences to his loves — his 
family, the law, wine, and  
Ohio State University. 

His casket, adorned by 
roses, sat before the altar 
with an Ohio fl ag  nearby.

The Sandusky native, 
who owned a vacation 
home on Catawba Island, 
was a Lake Erie sailboat 
enthusiast, and his funeral 
was replete with boating 
metaphors. 

He was the “anchor,’’ 
as one minister put it, 
“grounded and steady.’’

Despite the bitter cam-
paign that brought him 
into offi ce nearly 24 years 
ago, Chief Justice Moyer, a 
former executive assistant 
to Republican Gov. James 
Rhodes, was credited by 
friends and foes alike 
with restoring respect to 
a court  seen as a political 

tool under his Democratic 
predecessor, Frank D. Cel-
lebrezze.

In a twist of fate,  Chief 
Justice Moyer  followed his 
predecessor in death by 
less than two weeks.

“He grieved the lack of 
civility,’’ said the Rev. Rich-
ard A. Wing, the church’s 
senior minister, who pre-
sided over Chief Justice 
Moyer’s  funeral .

The court under the 
chief’s leadership still 
found controversy — dis-
agreements over lawsuit 
damages, the rights of 
injured workers, school 
funding, and the power of 
the governor. 

But it did have civility.
The funeral could not 

entirely escape politics, 
something Ohio’s elections 
system inevitably inserts 
into the judiciary, even if 
it is then supposed to be 
set aside. 

Ms. Emens  told the 
crowd of her stepfather’s 

penchant for giving her  
Republican-themed  gag 
gifts at Christmas.

“I am not a Republican, 
it’s true,’’ said the Colum-
bia University associate 
law professor.  

“And Tom was, for those 
of you who didn’t know, a 
Republican. … Tom took 
obvious delights in these 
little jokes, and there was 
a lovely way that the joke 
worked in our relation-
ship.

“The joke acknowledged 
our difference, recognized 
in a warm way something 
that set us apart.’’

A tribute to the chief jus-
tice is planned to coincide 
with Law Day on May 1.

Mr. Strickland, a Demo-
crat, will appoint someone 
to complete the more than 
eight months left in Chief 
Justice Moyer’s term on the 
all-Republican court.

Contact Jim Provance at:
jprovance@theblade.com,

or 614-221-0496.

Moyer 
Continued from Page 17 ‘[Chief Justice Thomas Moyer] sought 

out the roles at which he would live 
most fully and contribute most to this 
world and obtained them. He pursued 
love. He followed his ambition, and he 

confronted sorrow when it came.’Elizabeth Frances Emens, 
Chief Justice Moyer’s stepdaughter

Births
Bay Park Community Hospital  

Jessica and Rudy Santibanez, Per-
rysburg, girl, April 10.

Toledo Hospital  
Ashley Gomez, Toledo, boy, April 9.
Samantha Snowberger, Toledo, girl, 

April 9.
Barbara and Sutoidem Akpanudo, 

Toledo, girl, April 9.
Summer and Steve Josefowicz, To-

ledo, boy, April 9.
Jessica Spaulding, Toledo, girl, April 

9.
Anne and Jim Close, Maumee, boy, 

April 10.

St. Luke’s Hospital
Jessica Dillard, Toledo, girl, April 9.

TODAY’S LOG

A Toledo man apparently 
drowned early yesterday  
after driving his vehicle into 
a South Toledo pond, police 
said.

The Toledo Fire Depart-
ment dive team pulled 
Erick Coleman, 35, of 1538 
Buckingham St. from the 
pond just north of where 
Heatherdowns Boulevard 
connects with Schneider 
Road behind Wal-Mart. He 
was taken to University of 
Toledo Medical Center, for-
merly the Medical College of 
Ohio, and pronounced dead 
at 1:30 a.m.

Police said Mr. Cole-
man was driving northeast 
on Heatherdowns shortly 
before 12:15 a.m. and he 
failed to make the turn onto 
Schneider, drove through a 
fence, and into the pond.

Witnesses spoke to him 
as he exited the car and at-
tempted to swim about 10 
feet to shore. 

They told offi cers he went 
under and the cold water 
prevented them from help-
ing him.

Driver dies
after vehicle
enters pond

By CARL RYAN
BLADE STAFF WRITER

The signals may be weak 
at the SeaGate Convention 
Centre this weekend, but 
the enthusiasm is strong.

Organizers of the 56th An-
nual Toledo Weak Signals RC 
Expo expect 15,000 people 
to have walked   through the 
doors of the three-day show 
by the time it ends today at 
3 p.m.

“RC,” for the uninitiated, 
stands for radio-controlled, 
which is how weak-signals 
hobbyists operate their 
model planes, boats, and 
cars.

The show has more than 
200 exhibitors displaying 
their wares, some of them 
eye-poppingly sophisti-
cated and expensive.

Tom Borisch of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., had for sale 
a sleek, gorgeous 72-inch 
powerboat with twin tur-
bine engines made by his 
company, ClassOne R/C 
Model Powerboats LLC.

The boat is made of car-
bon fi ber, Mr. Borisch said. 
The price: $20,000.

“It’s for use in ponds and 
small lakes. You need a lot 
of room, but you wouldn’t 
want to take it out in a lot of 
chop,” he explained. “I had 
it going 70 miles per hour, 
but it’s got a lot more in it.”

The show, sponsored by 
the Toledo Weak Signals RC 
Club, is the oldest, largest, 
and purest of its kind in the 
country, according to Wayne 
Yeager, a co-director.

“This is strictly an RC 
show,” he said. “Other 
exhibitors aren’t allowed. 
People are here not only 
from across the country but 
from around the world.”

That last statement is no 
exaggeration, according to 
Peter Schaffer, who heads  a 
delegation from the Model 
Aeronautics Association of 
Canada.

He said his booth has 
been visited by Canadi-
ans from every province 
— “From British Columbia 
to Labrador,” he said. “The 
Australians are here. They 
don’t have their own booth, 
but they come sit with us.”

For members of his group, 
which is commonly called 
the MAAC, the show is an 
opportunity to meet with 
their American counter-
parts and show the Maple 
Leaf fl ag.

“It’s great here. The peo-
ple are fabulous. I don’t care 
where you come from, the 
people are great,” said Mr. 
Schaffer, who is his group’s 
deputy zone director for 
Manitoba and northwest 
Ontario.

Exhibitor Dave Platt, who 
lives in Palm Bay, Fla., said 
the show attracts two types 
of attendees.

“You have people who 
want to operate things. It 
could be a video game or 
a model,” he explained. 
“We call them the fl iers. 
Then you have that 5 or 10 
percent who love to build. 
You have the fl iers and the 
builders, and some people 
are a combination of both.”

One of the showgoers, 
Ron Stahl of Reisterstown , 
Md., said his modeling hob-
by became a profession. He 
works for a defense contrac-
tor building research-and-
development prototypes, 
after building and operating 
models for most of his life.

“It all started with mod-
eling,” he said. “I’ve hired 
three modelers from shows 
to work with me.”

Contact Carl Ryan at:
carlryan@theblade.com

or 419-724-6050.

Show at SeaGate center
draws from around world

Thousands 
pick up on 
weak signals

RADIO-CONTROLLED MODEL VEHICLES

THE BLADE/JEREMY WADSWORTH

Joe Maxwell of Fort Wayne examines some of the ra-
dio-controlled planes on display at the annual expo 
downtown. It is scheduled to close today at 3 p.m.

IF YOU GO
t The Toledo Weak Sig-
nals RC Expo runs from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. today in 
the SeaGate Convention 
Centre .  
t Admission is $8. It is 
free for children 12 and 
under as well as  for active 
or reserve members of 
the military of any country 
showing a military ID card. 
t Members of youth 
groups such Boy Scouts, 
Girl Scouts, or 4-H are 
admitted free, along with 
their adult guardians 
 wearing an offi cial shirt 
showing their affi liation.

U.S. family 
has boy, 7, 
flown back 
to Russia

 ADOPTIONS

Child terrified 
them, they say
ASSOCIATED PRESS

SHELBYVILLE, Tenn. 
— Torry Hansen was so ea-
ger to become a mother that 
she adopted an older child 
from a foreign country, two 
factors that scare off many 
prospective parents. Her 
bigger fears developed later.

Torry’s mother, Nancy 
Hansen, said the 7-year-
old boy’s violent episodes 
— which culminated in a 
threat to burn the family’s 
home to the ground — ter-
rifi ed them. 

They decided to put the 
boy they renamed Justin on 
a plane by himself and sent 
him back to Russia.

Outraged offi cials in that 
country are calling for a halt 
to adoptions by Americans 
and authorities are investi-
gating the family. 

Nancy Hansen said the 
motives of her daughter 
— a 33-year-old unmarried 
nurse — were sincere.

 The boy seemed happy 
when he arrived, but the 
behavioral problems began 
soon after, Nancy Hansen 
said. “The Russian orphan-
age offi cials completely lied 
to her because they wanted 
to get rid of him.”

She listed the problems 
as hitting, screaming and 
spitting at his mother, and 
threatening to kill family 
members. The  outbursts oc-
curred when he was denied 
something he wanted, such 
as toys or video games.

 Adoption experts say 
many families are blinded 
by their desire to adopt and 
don’t understand what the 
orphans have sometimes 
endured — especially older 
children who may have been 
neglected or abandoned.

 Nancy Hansen bought 
the plane ticket and the 
family arranged to pay a 
man in Russia $200 to take 
him from the airport and 
drop him off at the Russian 
education ministry.

He arrived alone Thurs-
day on a United Airlines 
fl ight from Washington.

With him was a note that 
read, in part: “After giving 
my best to this child, I am 
sorry to say that for the 
safety of my family, friends, 
and myself, I no longer wish 
to parent this child.”   

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW ORLEANS — Repub-
lican Party national chair-
man Michael Steele  sought 
yesterday  to quell the furor 
over his management of the 
Republican National Com-
mittee by acknowledging 
errors and vowing to learn 
from them.

“I’m the fi rst here to ad-
mit that I’ve made mistakes, 
and it’s been incumbent on 
me to take responsibility to 
shoulder that burden, make 
the necessary changes and 
move on,” Mr. Steele told 
GOP activists and party 
leaders, drawing a standing 
ovation. 

The  speech to the South-
ern Republican Leader-
ship Conference was Mr. 

Steele’s fi rst public appear-
ance since the disclosure 
of questionable spending 
— including a $2,000 tab 
at a sex-themed California 
night club. 

  Attended by roughly 
3,000 GOP activists and 
party leaders, the three-day 
conference wrapped up 
yesterday  with speeches 
by prominent Republicans 
considering running for 
president in 2012 against 
President Obama.

  Former Massachusetts 
Gov. Mitt Romney didn’t 
attend the conference but 
he won a  straw poll by one 
vote over Texas Rep. Ron 
Paul, 439 to 438. Sarah Palin 
was third with 330 votes and 
Newt Gingrich had 321. 

GOP chairman, 
in effort to quell
furor, admits errors
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