SHOPPING DAYS LEFT

WHAT TO BUY

THE TECH-SAVVY

» iPod Nano: Making our
techie giftlistis definitely wean
something compact — an =
Apple’siPod Nano ($149.99
at Radio Shack). The tiny
MP3 juggernaut clips to
your clothes, counts your
steps, and has a touch

GIZMO GEEK

A Flat-screen televi-
sions: There will be, as
long as there are men,
amarket forlarge, flat-
screen TVs. If you've got
the cash, the Samsung
46-inch LED HDTV
($2,097 at Appliance

screen (among other

features). It's a per-
fect complement to
the iPhone in that, at
the veryleast, you can
save your phone bat-
tery by rocking out on
theiPod atthe gym,
your desk, or nearest
coffee shop.

HEW AND NOTEWORTHY  Seaais
|
= Asphalt
"l"v 0l cameten
e Mcicased b 13, 3000
WEREEL oo 310 putgs

Band AroundMe
Tesakereat
Relsmed Do 2, 3509

|| T
w Pelasesct How 12, $008 EEET]
REE 70 et RRAY 33 modoen

Urbanapoen Flickr
s —
ﬁ — |00

b TEEM Mangs " J ke a1 e

. Bump
—— | (ARl Dump Technalsgies e
I [} Metomsed Wy 10, 2000 =

AiPad: TheiPad (start-
ing at $499.99 at Best
Buy), with its Internet,
books, video, music, e-mail, and
other apps, easily tops The Blade’s 2010
Gift Guide for Techies. “It’s definitely some-
thing we expectto drive sales,” said Ryan Rut-
kowski, supervisor for computers and other elec-
tronics at Best Buy on Monroe Street. “For all the
smart phones out there, everything they can do
you can do on the iPad, exceptit’s less complicat-
ed and has alarger screen.”

» Digital Compact Camcorder: With the water-
proof, hand-held JVC Picsio High-Definition
5.1MP Compact Camcorder with 3-inch touch-
screen LCD ($179.99, available at Best Buy), your
pristine, priceless home

videos can be quickly
edited and uploaded to
Facebook, YouTube, or
Twitter.
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»NOOKcolor: If you
prefer “The Ultimate
Reading Experience,”
as Barnes & Noble de-
scribesit, check out
the NOOKCcolor, with
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its 7-inch color touch

_Einstein: His Life and Universe.

screen that gives you
access to 2 million
books as well as news-
papers and magazine
($249 at Barnes & No-
ble). You can also use
the e-reader to surf

the Web, play games,

and listen to music. iddle
NOOkcolor has 8GB of ; ;

space with expandable

memory and built-in
WiFi.

» Kindle: Ifliterature
isnowread on thin,
sleek, hand-held,
electronic flat screens

The Swabian

He was slow in learning how to talk. “My
parents were so worried,” he later recalled, “that
they consulted a doctor.” Even after he had begun
using words, sometime after the age of 2, he
developed a quirk that prompted the family maid
to dub him “der Depperte,” the dopey one, and
others in his family to label him as “almost
backwards.” Whenever he had something to say,
he would try it out on himself, whispering it softly
until it ded good gh to p aloud.
“Every sentence he uttered” his worshipful
younger sister recalled, “no matter how routine,
he repeated to himself softly, moving his lips.” It
was all very worrying, she said. “He had such
difficulty with language that those around him
feared he would never learn."?

His slow develof was combined with a
cheeky rebelliousness toward authority, which led
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instead of printed-and-

bound books, what does
that do to the bookworm?
Never mind. If you know
avoracious readerwho’s |
looking for a little taste of |
technology, the Amazon |
Kindle (startingat $139 /
at Target) candownload [
3,500 books without all
those pages to turn, ex-
cept the digital pages
thatwill fly by.
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isbigenough, high-
defenough, and 3-D
enough to wow the
lucky guy (or gal)
who gets one.
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f See all your apps:

Touchithe Launcher icon. @
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.~ ADroid X: The Droid X by
Motorola is so much more than
aphone. Itis built for watching
videos and movies and listening
to music, buthas an 8.0 Mega-
ABlu-raydisc pixel cameraand HD camcorder
player with Google  with 720p quality with slow and
TV: Andto gowiththenew  fast modes. It’s sleek with full
flatscreen, Sony’s Internet Con-  Internetaccess and great navi-
nectable, Wi-Fi Built-In Blu-raydisc  gation functions, and, with a

player with Google TV ($399.99 at Best Buy)  car-dock accessory, will get you
gives one the options of watching the high-  where you need to go without
est quality of recorded movies or surfingthe  buying a separate navigation de-

HOME

Netand watching something simultane-  vice. With a two-year contract
I ouslyonthesameTV  and after rebates, you can pick
screen.  one up atany Verizon store for
$199.99.
«4iPhone IV: One of the few things you can’t do on an
iPad, of course, is make phone calls. Thus, another
item ranking high in the gift guide is Apple’s iPhone
IV (starting at $199.99 at Target). This is great for those
who would appreciate the entertainment value of an
i-Pad, wouldn't mind the smaller screen for viewing
on a cell phone, want to take pictures, and prefer not
to carry around both a phone and an iPad.

\ ) ADigital M
Camera:
Know someone who wants to snap a still photo with
something other than his or her telephone? Try the
Canon PowerShot $X210 ($299.99 at Target).

For the gamer in your life: And finally, as vid-
\ eogames continue to morph into a Matrix
\ experience in which you are actually in the
\ game, we recommend the 4Sony PlaySta-
tion Move bundle ($99.99 at Radio Shack)
for PlayStation 3 users, and the Micro-
 soft Kinect ($149.99 at Appliance Center)
for Xbox 360 users. While the Move is
acontroller and the Kinectisa com-
pletely hands-free gadget, both de-
vices incorporate your moves into
combat, sports, fitness, and oth-
~\ervideo games.

3 Giftideas: Joe Vardon




