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A NEW
HOMEOWNER
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FIND BUSINESSES YOU CAN TRUSTFIND BUSINESSES YOU CAN TRUST

Check with www.toledo.bbb.org fi rst, and Start With Trust.

When looking for a contractor or any other business, you want one you can trust. A business with a proven track record for keeping its 

commitments and doing the job right. They are easy to fi nd. Just look for the Better Business Bureau Seal.

More than 5,000 Ohio and Michigan contractors, retailers, manufacturers and professionals are Accredited by the Better Business Bureau. 

This means that they must uphold the highest standards of ethical conduct in their advertising, selling and servicing their customers.

BBB Accreditation is by invitation only and has no infl uence on the grade a company receives.

Before you hire a contractor, buy from a retailer or deal with a professional service, be sure to get its BBB grade.

Call 419-531-3116, 800-743-4222 or visit our web site, www.toledo.bbb.org

Does Your Charity Make The Grade?
The Better Business Bureau also rates hundreds of local charities. 

Our ratings are always free and no charity pays a penny for its BBB rating.
Here is a partial list of charities that have met all 20 BBB standards for an A+ Grade:
• Adopt America Network
• American Cancer Society
• American Red Cross
• Boys and Girls Clubs
• Boy Scouts of America
• Catholic Charities of Toledo
• East Toledo Family Center
• Family & Child Abuse Prevention
• Goodwill Industries
• Lutheran Social Services

• Make A Wish, NW Ohio
• Mobile Meals of Toledo
• Salvation Army, Toledo
• Sight Center of Toledo
• Toledo Animal Shelter Ass’n
• Toledo Humane Society
• Toledo Symphony
• Toledo Zoo
• United Way of Greater Toledo
• YWCA of Greater Toledo

WHAT TO BUY
SHOPPING DAYS LEFT

Gift ideas:  Tom Troy

 Hardwood fl oors are as popular today as ever and busy people 
need modern ways to keep those fl oors clean. A method gaining 

popularity is steam rather than a bucket of water and cleaner. 
Th e Shark Steam Pocket Mop blasts steam through 

pads that absorb dirt and can be washed. Th e 
steam mop comes with fi ve “microfi ber” mop 
heads, one of them pointed for the corners, 
and a retractable cord.  Available at Kohls, 

$99.99, on sale.  Also available is a Shark Vacu-
um & Steam Mop.

 Some garden-
ers like to per-
sonalize their 
little backyard 
piece of para-
dise with fence 
hangings. A 
garden wall 
plaque, with 
holes for two 
picture hangers 
or nails in the 
back, made by 
Evergreen, says, 
“Th is place is for 
the birds.” $15.99 
at Th e Andersons.

 What’s the fi rst thing 
every new homeowner 
wants to do after a long 

day of moving in? Re-
lax with a glass of wine, 

or course. Th is gift en-
sures many glasses of 
wine: a case of 2006 
Tannat wine, bot-
tled by Cameron 

Hughes. Th is wine 
off ers an “intense 
blue fruited nose 

of perfumed lo-
ganberry” and “a 

hint of thyme.” Not 
a oenophile? It’s 

a red. One bottle: 
$7.99. Case: $86.29, 

at Th e Andersons.

 Every new home 
needs to smell 

good. Th at’s where 
the diff user comes 

in. A bundle of 
reeds absorbs fra-

grant oil from a 
bottle and diff us-

es it into the air. 
Chesapeake Bay 
Candle Diff users 
come in a variety 
of scents, includ-

ing  Asian Gin-
ger & Apple.  Th e 

sets come with 
a ceramic bot-

tle, reeds, and oil. 
Available at Kohl’s 

for $24.99.

 A new home with 
lots of rooms, of 
course, cries out for 
televisions. Th e sales 
manager at Appliance 
Center tells us that a 
good size to buy as a 
gift is the 32-inch. A 
Toshiba is available 
on sale for $347, down 
from $449. Th e specs 
are: 720p, LCD.

 Stay toasty and 
warm in your new 
home this winter 
with the Durafl ame 
Compact Electric 
Stove that can heat 
just a single room and 
save on gas bills. Th is 
item displays the ap-
pearance of a crack-
ling fi re, with or with-
out heat. Th e Dura-
fl ame puts out 4,600 
BTUs and heats up to 
400 square feet as a 
supplemental source. 
Available at Lowe’s 

for $99.  
 Th e 

cordless drill 
has many uses, 

from drilling holes 
to driving screws 

to mixing paint. A 
well-accessorized 

option available at 
Home Depot is the 

¼-inch Ryobi Tek, 
4V Lithium-Ion 

drill/screwdriver 
set for $29.97. 

Painted an eye-
catching bright 

green, it includes 
a color-coordinat-

ed carrying bag, 
and a 6-piece set of 

screwdriver bits.

 No new home is complete without 
a well-equipped kitchen, and a very 

desirable — not to say indispensable 
— item in such a kitchen is a blender 

and a food processor for everything 
from chopping vegetables, to pul-

verizing ice, to making milkshakes. 
A solid choice for a family is the 

Oster, 14-speed Blender, which is 
available at Sears for $39.99. Th e 

device has a 450-watt motor and 
a fi ve-cup glass jar with “high-

performance ice-crushing 
blade.” On-line reviews like its 

low noise level. 

 Th e rolling, portable Reel 
Easy Hose Reel Cart is not 

exactly a necessity, but 
it is a great convenience.  
Th e reel stores a garden 

hose in a compact and 
attractive way. Th ere 
are numerous types 
of  hose reels, rang-

ing from the basic, to 
powered, hanging, 

and decorative reels. 
On sale at Th e An-

dersons for $29.99.

 A shop-vac has a variety of us-
es, one of them being to vacuum 
up major spills, leaks, and minor 

fl ooding, and every home will 
end up with at least one. Might 
as well start out with it. A 12-gal-

lon shop-vac from Lowe’s has a carrying handle, 
reaches peak power of 5.5 hp, and sells for $79.97. A more eco-

nomical model is the 6-gallon, with 3 hp peak power, for $44.97.
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