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HOW LOCAL CHARTER SCHOOLS PERFORMED

The Ohio Department of Education has released its 2005-2006 report cards, which include
data on 295 charter schools statewide. The state assigns ratings to public school districts and
individual schools, from best to worst. They are: excellent, effective, continuous improvement,
academic watch, and academic emergency.

Statewide, 30 charter schools were rated excellent; 16 effective; 87 continuous improvement;
46 academic watch, and 81 academic emergency. Thirty-five charter schools did not receive rat-
ings for various reasons, such as testing too few students or not operating for enough years.

Here is how northwest Ohio charter schools performed: > & S
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Auglaize County Educational Academy Cl Not Rated K-12 3 73 Met
Auglaize County Special Needs School Eff Not Rated K-12 0 1 94.3 Met
Heir Force Community School AW AW K-8 2 14 | 782 Not Met
Quest Academy Community Cl Not Rated K-6 2 6 |81.2 Not Met
West Central Learning Academy Cl Not Rated 7-12 0 1 77.5 Met
Maumee

M.0.D.E.L. Community School Ex Not Rated K-12 10 10 [107.5 Met
Ohio Virtual Academy Eff Cl K-12 6 14 90 Not Met
Wildwood Environmental Academy AW Not Rated K-8 1 14 | 747 Not Met
Tiffin

Bridges Community Academy Cl Eff K-12 5 12 | 88.9 Met
Tiffin City Digital Academy Not Rated — K-12 1 1 88.4 Met
Toledo
Academy Of Business & Technology AE AE K-8 1 14 68 Not Met
Alliance Academy of Toledo AE Not Rated K-12 0 20 | 56.5 Not Met
Alternative Education Academy Cl AW K-12 10 25 86.3 Not Met
Aurora Academy Ex AE K-8 1 1 62.1 Not Met
Bennett Venture Academy AW — K-5 1 8 | 789 Not Met
Brigadoon Academy Community School AE Not Rated K-12 1 8 |393 Not Met
Eagle Academy AW AE K-6 0 10 | 63.1 Not Met
Englewood Peace Academy AE AE K-8 1 14 | 64.7 Not Met
George A. Phillips Academy AW AE K-8 1 14 | 61.9 Not Met
Glass City Academy Cl Not Rated 11-12 0 6 0 Met
Horizon Science Academy-Toledo Cl Cl 6-12 7 12 | 822 Not Met
Horizon Science Academy-Springfield* AW — 5-8 2 9 |76.2 Not Met
Imani Learning Academy AE Not Rated K-8 1 14 | 63.3 Not Met
Lake Erie Academy Cl AE K-8 2 14 741 Met
Life Skills Center Of Toledo AE Not Rated 9-12 0 12 | 477 Not Met
Meadows Choice Community AW Not Rated 1-8 1 7 | 517 Not Met
Paul Laurence Dunbar Academy Cl AE K-6 1 10 |70.2 Not Met
Performing Arts School Of Toledo AW Cl 7-12 5 16 | 76.8 Not Met
Phoenix Academy Community School AE Not Rated 7-12 1 7 35 Not Met
Polly Fox Academy Community School AW Not Rated 7-12 2 6 54.5 Not Met
Summit Academy Secondary School AW Not Rated 7-12 1 3 |[637 Not Met
Summit Academy Toledo AE Not Rated 1-8 1 9 535 Not Met
The Autism Academy Of Learning Ex Not Rated K-12 0 1 1129 Not Met
Toledo Academy Of Learning AE AE K-10 1 19 63 Not Met
Toledo Accelerated Academy AW AE 6-12 1 13 | 633 Not Met
Toledo School For The Arts Ex Eff 6-12 18 18 [101.2 Met
Victory Academy of Toledo AE — K-8 0 3 | 544 Not Met
Winterfield Venture Academy Cl AW K-6 1 10 80 Not Met
*The school is not affiliated with Springfield Local Schools.
Key
AE — Academic Emergency AW — Academic Watch  Cl — Continuous Improvement  Eff — Effective  Ex — Excellent

The state began assigning labels in order from worst to best of Academic Emergency (AE), Academic Watch (AW), Continuous
Improvement (Cl), Effective (Eff), and Excellent (Ex) to districts and individual schools in 1999. The education department uses
several factors to determine the ratings. There are 25 standards, which include 23 standardized tests, attendance, and gradua-

tion. A standard is met when a certain percentage of students pass a test, attend school, or graduate.

Districts and schools are also rated on:

W Their “performance index score,” which is a composite of all test scores. The top score for the performance index is 120.
W The progress of specific groups of students such as minorities, children from low-income families, those with disabilities or
with limited English skills, and those in special education. The measure is commonly called “Adequate Yearly Progress” (AYP).

SOURCE: Ohio Department of Education
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BEEF CHUCK BONELESS

$9.78 LB.
BEEF LOIN BONELESS

6 oz. MARINATED
BACON WRAPPED

CHICKEN
BREAST

$199

$5.30 LB.

FRESH
CHICKEN

DRUMSTICKS

69.

SENIOR CITIZENS DAY 08/17/06 . . . 10% DISCOUNT

NOT AVAILABLE AT THE ANDERSONS LOCATIONS

FRESH
SALMON
}FILLETS

699

BUTTERBALL 98% FAT FREE
DE“ DEEP FR'ED Sliced or Shaved
TURKEY

1e.| BREAST

NOT AVAILABLE AT THE ANDERSONS

MARINATED SKINLESS HALF

URKEY$29

& 3REAST

e YOUr patience is sincerely appreciated! Final plans
are completed and a new Alexis Rd. store for our
.. customers’ shopping pleasure will soon become a
reality. Please continue to shop our Holland-Sylvania

at Bancroft and Talmadge at Monroe in The Anderson’s
stores. Cal 9“%2 -MEAT for HOME DELIVERY.
Il

AD PRICES GOOD THRU SUN., AUGUST 20, 2006 . . . AI.L STORES AHE OPEN SUNDAY

o WE WELCOME PHONE ORDERS * WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD, VISA, DISCOVER & OHIO DIRECTION CARD & MICHIGAN BRIDGE CARD
We apologize that not all items are available from "The Anderson units. We reserve the right to limit quantities.

Ohio school districts near
U.S. standard for teachers

By JOE VARDON
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Ohio’s school districts, as a
group, are close to reaching the
federal requirement of having
every core subject taught by a
teacher with a college degree
and expertise in the academic
area, according to state report
cards issued this week.

According to data collected
from the 2005-06 school year,
94.4 percent of core courses in
Ohio were taught by those who
fit the requirements in the fed-
eral No Child Left Behind Act. To
be defined as a “highly qualified”
teacher, under the federal law, a
teacher must obtain a bachelor’s
degree, receive full state certi-
fication, and pass competency
tests in every subject taught.

Several school districts in
Northwest Ohio achieved 100
percent, including Perrysburg,
Maumee, Lake, and Bowling
Green. Toledo Public Schools
scored 98.4 percent, and Wash-
ington Local Schools scored 97.6
percent.

In May, the U.S. Department
of Education asked all 50 states,
Puerto Rico, and the District
of Columbia to submit revised
plans for how each would
achieve the goal by the 2006-07
school year. Every state’s plan
was subjected to a peer review by
a panel of 31 education experts.
The results of those reviews were
released yesterday, and Ohio was
given high marks.

Officials from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education said Ohio did

not receive any significant sug-
gestions for change in its peer
review.

“Ohio is a state that took this
effort seriously,” said Rene Islas,
chief of staff for elementary and
secondary education. “It pro-
duced a very comprehensive
report detailing which teachers
are not meeting high quality
standards ... and outlined clear
steps to ensure they reach that
status.”

Its plan was one of only nine
that addressed the six criteria

94.4% of core courses
taught in Ohio were
by qualified teachers

the panel used in its review. The
six criteria include:

@ A thorough analysis of data
identifying teachers who did not
meet high quality requirements.

@ Steps local districts will take
to help teachers quickly attain
high quality status.

@®Technical assistance, pro-
grams, and resources the state
will offer to help local districts
get their teachers to attain high
quality status.

@ Steps states will take if local
districts do not ensure all teach-
ers of core subjects are highly
qualified.

®The option of an alternative
method to ensure all teachers
are highly qualified.

®Evidence the state is tak-
ing steps to ensure minority

students and students from low-
income families are not dispro-
portionately taught by inexperi-
enced or unqualified teachers.

State data showed 90.7 per-
cent of teachers working in high
poverty elementary schools were
highly qualified. The number
dipped to 88.2 percent in high
poverty high schools.

Toledo Public Schools is con-
sidered a high poverty school
district, yet its percentage of
high quality teachers was 95.2
percent in 2004-05.

Jan Kilbride, chief academic
officer for Toledo Public Schools,
said her district is able to keep
teachers. But she said a goal
for the district is to find more
certified special education and
foreign language teachers, one
she feels can be attained.

“We’re going to continue our
efforts to have 100 percent high
quality teachers,” she said.

Teachers in Rossford and
Sylvania school districts are
nearing 100 percent high quality
status. Rossford’s teachers are at
99 percent and Sylvania teachers
are at 98.8 percent.

Edon-Northwest scored 87
percent, though Edon High prin-
cipal Bob Morton said his dis-
trict is small and its percentage
was skewed by special circum-
stances regarding two teaching
positions that have since been
cleared up.

Contact Joe Vardon at:
jvardon@theblade.com
or 419-724-6050
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erated Academy, and Wildwood
Environmental — each posted
gains over last year on a com-
posite of state test scores.

Each was in academic emer-
gency last year, except Wild-
wood, which was not rated last
year.

Lake Erie and Paul L. Dunbar
are now continuous improve-
ment, and the other four are in
academic watch.

While leaders of some schools
were pausing this week to cel-
ebrate advances, officials from
other local charter schools were
contemplating  disappointing
results.

Alliance Academy of Toledo,
a kindergarten through 12th-
grade school with about 350
students, was among 10 local
charter schools placed in aca-
demic emergency.

It operated with grades seven
through 12 until last school year,
when it added kindergarten
through six.

Letha Ferguson, the school’s
educational director, said the
results were disappointing but
not unexpected.

“This is our first year with
grades [kindergarten] through
six, ... and we didn’t have any
past history with the Ohio
achievement tests for those
grades,” she said.

Districts and schools can earn
higher ratings from the Ohio De-
partment of Education if a mini-
mum percentage of students
pass 23 different standardized
tests, attend school, or graduate.

Alliance achieved zero out of
its possible standards.

Ms. Ferguson said Alliance,

like many charter schools,
enrolls students who have
performed poorly for years in
traditional public schools — ac-
counting for the current low
scores, she said.

Locally, 11 charter schools
fell into academic watch, 10 in
continuous improvement, and 2
were rated effective.

Kari DiCianni, executive di-
rector of The Performing Arts
School of Metropolitan Toledo,
said her results also were disap-
pointing.

The school, which is located
downtown, fell from continuous
improvement last year to aca-
demic watch.

“We were taking more inner-
city kids and more students from

Locally, 11 charter
schools fell into
academic watch,
10 in continuous
improvement, and 2
were rated effective

Toledo Public whose grades were
low,” Ms. DiCianni said.

Charter schools are public
schools funded with taxpayer
money but often are privately
operated.

The Ohio Virtual Academy,
an online charter school based
in Maumee that serves about
3,160 students statewide and
160 in Lucas County, moved up
from continuous improvement
to effective.

Susan Stagner, school leader,
said it is the first “eSchool” in
the state to reach the effective
ranking.

Additionally, the school’s per-
formance index score improved
from 82 in 2004-2005 to 90 for
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SERVICE IS

OUR SPECIALTY

POINT PLACE
3002 131; ST.
Open 7 Days a Week

419-729-3893

STARR AVE.
2521 STARR AVE.
Open 7 Days a Week

419-698-2731

3821 ALEXIS
ROAD
Open 7 Days a Week

419-474-4518

SOUTHLAND
CENTER
Open 7 Days a Week

419-382-8824

SYLVANIA
& BANCROFT
Open 7 Days a Week

419-536-7592

TALMADGE 419-472-8538 Sunday9am.to7pm. “

Home DeLivery — Ony $5.00 — CauwL (419) 382-MEAT (6328)

081706 RP5 DLY Al10 1

ARE YOU IN NEED OF
HEALTH COVERAGE?

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield specializes in providing

e Self-employed °
eGraduating °

In School
On COBRA

e Retiring Early * Medicare
e Leaving a group plan

TIlene

McCrea

Licensed Anthem
Agent

419-897-4997

Toll Free
1-866-311-0964

ilene.mccrea@anthem.com

Anthem B

D UAL

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield is the trade name of
Community Insurance Company.
An independent license of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
®Registered marks Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

2005-2006.
Leaders of The Electronic
Classroom of Tomorrow

— an online-only charter school
based in Columbus that enrolls
7,400 students throughout Ohio
and 131 Lucas County students
— boasted about its advance-
ment two steps from academic
emergency to continuous im-
provement.

Critics of the state’s charter
school system, such as state Sen.
Teresa Fedor (D., Toledo), who is
a former public school teacher,
and Tom Mooney, president of
the Ohio Federation of Teachers
union, said this week’s report
cards show the schools are fail-
ing to teach children.

“[Tuesday’s] report card re-
lease also shows that the legis-
lature can no longer stand by as
[charter] schools continue to fail
Ohio’s families and students,”
Ms. Fedor said in a statement.

“According to [Ohio Depart-
ment of Education] data, 27.4
percent of charter schools are
in academic emergency whereas
not one public school district
is in that category,” Ms. Fedor
added.

Mr. Mooney, who is also
chairman of a group called the
Coalition for Public Education,
yesterday said the group’s review
of state data showed disadvan-
taged and African-American stu-
dents enrolled in regular public
schools perform better on state
achievement tests than their
counterparts who attend charter
schools.

Allison Perz, executive direc-
tor of the Toledo-based Council
of Community Schools, which is
the authorizer of the six Leona
Group charter schools in the
Toledo-area and 39 others state-
wide, said charter schools have
shown progress.

The percentage of charter
schools that received a failing
grade this week from the Ohio
Department of Education is
lower than the number failing
last year.

However, the total number of
failing charter schools for the
2005-2006 school year increased
because the state this year as-
signed ratings to more charter
schools than it did in August,
2005.

Nine out of the 14 schools un-
der the council’s watch that fell
into the academic emergency
category are “drop-out recovery
programs,” Ms. Perz said.

Contact Ignazio Messina at:
imessina@theblade.com
or 419-724-6171.

Mega Millions at $40M

ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — The Mega Mil-
lions jackpot for tomorrow will
be $40 million because no ticket
in Tuesday’s $31 million game
had the numbers drawn (10, 12,
22,44, 48, Mega Ball 16).

OHIO LOTTERY
(Day) Pick 3...197  Pick 4...7071
(Night) Pick 3...862 Pick 4...9460

Rolling Cash 5: 3,4,5,15,30
Lot 'O Play: 6,11,14,21,65
MICHIGAN LOTTERY
Midday...186 Midday 4...0171
Daily Game...637  Daily 4...2791
Fantasy 5: 5,7,15,19, 21

Classic Lotto 47: 3,10, 18,19, 34,44
Keno: 1, 4, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16, 21,
24, 26, 33, 37, 39, 41, 44, 46, 55,
57,61,62,70,75
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