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What can I do to save on closing costs?
BY SUSAN LADIKA
Interest.com Contributing Editor

Q: What can I do to save on closing costs?
A: Closing costs can run anywhere from 2% to 5% of the 

value of your home so saving just 1% can mean thousands of 
dollars.

After you apply for a mortgage, the lender is required to 
provide a three-page Good Faith Estimate, or GFE, that itemiz-
es all of the loan terms and fees.

But you don’t have to use the surveyors, appraisers, in-
surers and inspection services the lender quotes on the GFE. 
Instead, you can shop around for those services. Section 6 of 
the GFE will detail what services you can shop for.

If you find a reputable alternative, the lender will almost 
always accept it.

Settlements are conducted by title insurance companies, 
escrow companies, real estate brokers or attorneys, depend-
ing on where you live.

Your real estate agent, mortgage broker or 
lender will undoubtedly point you toward an 
in-house or affiliated settlement firm.

But you have the right to choose who con-
ducts the closing of your loan.

Independent settlement agencies often have 
more incentive to offer you a better price. 

Consider the “customary” settlement charge 
the lender puts on your GFE as the price to 
beat.

List your Open House here for as low as $25 per listing 
Contact The Blade Classi�ed Advertising Department by Wednesday noon at 419-724-6500 or submit online at: http://toledoblade.com/openhouse

Woodville $68,000 Sunday 1 to 2:30 405 Findlay Great location, 2 bedroom, full basement, hardwood floors Welles Bowen Realtors Terry Floro 419-270-9667 

Whitehouse $239,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 9903 Julianna Lane New construction, 3 brm, 2 bath, awesome master suite Welles Bowen Realtors Cathy McLean 419-343-3525 

Whitehouse $249,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 6716 Oak Crossing 2100 sq ft, 4 brm, 2.5 bath, granite, formal DR, island kitchen, basement Key Realty  Shad Ortman 419-350-2196 

West Toledo $121,500 Sun 2:00-4:00 3219 Millicent 4 brm, 2 bath home w/1st floor MBR, huge private yard, Sylvania Schools! Welles Bowen Realtors Penny Kice 419-466-4034 

West Toledo $89,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 2635 Ivy Place Delightful, updated 3 brm, heated workshop in garage Welles Bowen Realtors Shirley Williams 419-360-1555 

West Toledo $84,500 Sunday, 2/15, 2-4 pm 1483 Amesbury Drive Ranch, 3 brm, 2.5 bath, basement, LR, DR, FR, attached garage, move in ready! The Danberry Co., Realtors Debbie Lin Katich 419-290-0436 

West Toledo $98,000 Sunday 2-4 pm 816 Sandralee Dr. FIRST OPEN! All brick bungalow, 3 brms, 1 full bath, bonus rm could be 4th brm RE/MAX Central Group Brad Crown 419-324-6677 

Tremainsville $133,000 Sun 2:30-5:00 3737 McGregor 4 brm, 2 full baths, 2 car garage, custom kitchen with granite & SS appliances Welles Bowen Realtors Sandie Loemker 419-509-4980 

Toledo $64,900 Sun 11:00-1:00 4139 Lyman 3 brm, 1 full bath, recent updates: roof & garage, newer windows, updated kitchen Welles Bowen Realtors Amy Carlozzi 419-266-3699 

The Hamlet Perrysburg $895,000 Sunday 2-4 pm The Hamlet, 29709 Somerset Phenomenal Hamlet Home w/private ravine view, 4 brm, 4.5 bath, 1st floor master Sulphur Springs Realty Maribeth Nitschke Phibbs 419-350-3090 

Sylvania Township $279,000 Sunday 2/15/15, 2-4 pm 2702 Rexton Ridge Circle Immaculate home on half acre cul-de-sac lot, 4 brms, 2 ½ baths Loss Realty Group Craig Rush  419-725-1807 

Sylvania $199,500 Sun 2:00-4:00 40 Woodforest Pkwy Lovely 2 brm, 2 bath Condo on secluded cul-de-sac Welles Bowen Realtors Karen Lumm 419-351-5339 

Sylvania $169,900 Sun 1:30-3:30 3851 Harrowsfield Every possible updated and private fenced yard! Just move in! Welles Bowen Realtors Todd Cermak 419-351-8891 

Sylvania $529,000 Sun 2:00-4:00 8741 Birch Bark 5 brm, 4.1 bath, sunroom, FR w/fireplace, finished basement, spacious yard Welles Bowen Realtors Iris "Charlie" Lassiter 804-384-6203 

Rossford $114,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 1028 E. Elm Tree PRICE REDUCED! 3 brm ranch, bring an offer! Welles Bowen Realtors Jane Bretl 419-250-4039 

Perrysburg $271,500 Sun 1:00-4:00 14855 Thistledown 4 brm, 2.5 bath, great room and den/office, granite in kitchen and hardwood flrs Welles Bowen Realtors Tami Emans 419-377-0734 

Perrysburg $259,900 Sun 1:00-4:00 14851 Thistledown 4 brm, 2.5 bath, 2 story entry, hardwood floors in entry & kitchen, open floor plan Welles Bowen Realtors Yvonne Johnson 419-789-7231 

Perrysburg $266,490 Sun 1:00-4:00 14859 Thistledown 4 brm, 2.5 bath, vaulted great room, hardwood flrs, gas fireplace, granite in kitchen Welles Bowen Realtors Tami Emans 419-377-0734 

Perrysburg $369,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 16149 Normandy Rd S 3 brm, 2.5 bath, all brick ranch, completely renovated kitchen, 4 season sunroom Welles Bowen Realtors Stephen Toon 419-290-6513 

Perrysburg $109,500 Sun 2:00-4:00 29610 Gleneagles 2 brm, 2 full baths, second floor ranch overlooking Belmont CC, new carpet '14 Welles Bowen Realtors Amy Carlozzi 419-266-3699 

Perrysburg $149,900 Sun 3:00-4:30 9872 Ford Rd. 3 brm, 3 bath, 2 car attached garage, open flr plan w/vaulted ceilings in family rm Welles Bowen Realtors Kam Warner 419-345-5170 

Perrysburg $266,900 Sun 1:00-4:00 25429 Bridle Court 4 brm, 2.5 bath, cubbies for the kids, upstairs laundry, granite counters Welles Bowen Realtors Tami Emans 419-377-0734 

Pemberville $129,900 Sun 1:00-2:30 425 Hickory 4 brm, 1 full bath, over an acre of land, 3+ car garage, gorgeous woodwork  Welles Bowen Realtors Scott Warner 419-419-9137 

Ottawa Hills $275,000 Sun 12:00-2:00 5414 N. Citation Rd. 3 brm, 3.5 bath updated Condo overlooking wooded ravine, 1st floor master Welles Bowen Realtors Neela Kelly 419-902-7728 

Ottawa Hills $419,900 Sunday 2-4 pm 3751 Brookside Gorgeous brick Tudor in Heart of the Village! 4 brms, 3+ baths Effler Schmitt Daniel Effler 419-537-1113 

Ottawa Hills $795,000 Sunday 2-4 pm 2560 Falmouth Colonial Estate built on close to 2 acres! 6 brms, 5+ baths Effler Schmitt David Effler 419-537-1113 

Old Orchard $179,900 Sunday, 2/15, 2-4 pm 2673 Meadowwood Dr. Old World charm meets the updates you're looking for! Newly remodeled kitchen RE/MAX Preferred Associates Jody Zink 419-215-8026 

Old Orchard $238,725 Sun 2:00-4:00 2733 Barrington NEW LISTING! Charming Tudor on double lot Welles Bowen Realtors Susie Thomas 419-367-3974 

North Sylvania $199,900 Sun 1-3 pm 6053 Apple Meadow Sylvania Highland elementary, awesome 21x14 Kitchen with tile floor RE/MAX Central Group Chris Borgerson 419-461-4661  

Napoleon $167,900 Saturday 11am-1pm O668 Co Rd 7 3 brm, 3 bath, 5.95 acres, full basement, pond Welles Bowen Realtors Veronica Henry 419-438-0650 

Maumee $419,900 Sun 2:00-4:00 7905 Windsor Wood Ct. Meticulous 5 brm, 4.5 bath in Homestead! Entertainers delight, huge master suite Welles Bowen Realtors Laura McIntyre 419-265-7000 

Holland $199,900 Sun 2-4 705 S. Meilke 4-5 Brm, 3 Bath Seductive Retreat, 5 secluded acres Property1 Solutions Ted 419-360-2330 

Heatherdowns $119,900 Sun 1:00-3:00 1866 Glendale Charming classic home, huge rooms, updated kitchen, FR w/fireplace Welles Bowen Realtors  Tracy Brownell 419-575-3639 

Heatherdowns/River Rd $169,000 Sunday 1-3 pm 2757 Medford Beautifully updated brick home, 1720 sf, 3 brms, 3 baths, full bath on each floor RE/MAX Preferred Associates Wanda Noward 419-340-9992 

Elmore $114,900 Sunday 2/15, 11:00-1:00 415 Clinton 4 brm , 2 bath home, master on main being used as den, basement, garage The Danberry Co., Realtors Michelle Rumans 419-467-5882 

Bowling Green $349,900 Sunday 12-2 pm 17712 River Road On the Maumee River with full access. 2075 sf plus walk out basement RE/MAX Preferred Associates Vicki Sedlak 419-346-4081 

Bedford $199,900 Sun 2:00-3:30 pm 3144 W. Dean Rd. Decker Building Co. built, 3 brm, finished basement Welles Bowen Gio Realty, Inc. Ray Williamson 734-735-3111 

Bedford $214,900 Sunday 1-3 pm 1640 W. Erie Rd. 5 acre country setting, home on a hill, lovely setting Welles Bowen Gio Realty, Inc. Terry Brown 419-283-4211 
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A listing of open homes in the area. We have what you are looking for...
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