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The finished rain garden at the Sofia Quintero Hispanic Arts & Cultural Center, 1225 Broadway.

A rain garden, in a most pedestrian sense, is a just 
glorified catch-basin, a temporary water trap.

 But to assign it such a Plain Jane status is 
to ignore the way it graces and beau-
tifies a landscape, and to overlook its 
hidden function as a water-pollution 
control and management system. Not 
to mention the myriad wildlife, birds 
to butterflies, that it attracts, feeds, 
and hides.

Rain gardens are in their infancy 
in the Toledo area, but they promise 
to grow up quickly and spread widely 
as their appeal and purpose become 
better known.

A consortium of local agencies, 
funded by the federal Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service, have teamed 
up to establish the Rain Garden Initia-
tive of Toledo-Lucas County to promote 
urban beautification and stormwater 
management.

Many area residents well remember last summer and 
the series of devastating deluges that caused heavy flood-
ing as ditches and storm sewers quickly were overwhelmed 
and backed up. Parking lots, roads, and buildings shed 
rain by the ton and soaked up none.

A network of properly done rain gardens can help 
temporarily store runoff, allowing it to percolate into 
the soil and to be taken up by deep-rooted plantings. In 
the process, toxic pollutants in the runoff are captured 
and absorbed, thus decreasing the pollution load on the 
region’s watershed. So rain gardens are natural filters.

“This is another way of reducing soil runoff and water 

runoff,” said Marcus Ricci, urban conservation special-
ist for the Lucas Soil and Water Conservation District in 
Maumee. The district is the point agency for the Initia-
tive, and can provide brochures, guides, and advice by 
calling 419-893-1966.

“Depending on what is planted, you can draw in 
butterflies, birds, and more,” said Mr. Ricci. “If it is a 

combination wet/dry rain garden, you also can 
get amphibians, primarily frogs, and maybe 
some toads.”

Rain gardens, moreover, are not going to 
be mosquito pits. “We’re designing them to 
run dry in a couple of days,” the conserva-
tionist said. He explained that it takes seven 
days for mosquito larvae to mature, and none 
will survive in a rain garden that dries up in a 
couple of days.

Two demonstration rain gardens have 
been built in Toledo and can viewed by the 
public. One, of 330 square feet, is situated at 
the Sofia Quintero Hispanic Arts & Cultural 
Center, 1225 Broadway. Mr. Ricci said it is a 
fairly large residential-size rain garden. “We 
put it in to show homeowners how they can 
install a rain garden.”

The other rain garden fills the courtyard 
of the city’s Division of Environmental Services complex 
at 348 South Erie St. Mr. Ricci said that it is capable of 
handling half the rainwater that drains from the roof of 
the U-shaped complex.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity. Everyone wants a gar-
den. This is a chance to put water in the ground rather 
than down a downspout into sewers. It’s a wonderful 
thing. It’s a no-brainer from the standpoint of landscape 
and stormwater management.”

Contact Steve Pollick at:
spollick@theblade.com 

or 419-724-6068.

  By STEVE POLLICK
 and JEFF BASTING

Under the deluge
Rain gardens fight flooding naturally 

Flowers	 Sun/Shade	 Moisture	 Color	 Height	 Bloom Period
New York Aster	 Full sun	 wet-moist	 violet	 1-4 ft.	 Aug.-Oct.
Cardinal Flower	 Full sun 	 wet-moist	 red	 2-4 ft.	 July-Sept.
Great Blue Lobelia	 Full sun 	 wet-moist	 blue	 2-4 ft.	 Aug.-Sept.
Marsh Milkweed	 Full sun 	 wet-moist	 pink	 4-5 ft.	 July-Aug.
Butterfly Milkweed	 Full sun 	 moist-dry	 orange	 1-3 ft.	 June-Aug.
Marsh Blazing Star	 Full sun 	 wet-moist	 purple	 3-6 ft.	 July-Sept.
Ohio Spiderwort	 Full sun 	 moist-dry	 blue	 2-4 ft.	 May July
Purple Coneflower	 Full sun 	 moist-dry	 purple	 2-4 ft.	 June-Aug.
Wild Geranium	 Sun/shade 	 moist	 pink	 1-2 ft.	 April-May
Celandine Poppy	 Shade 	 moist	 yellow	 1-2 ft.	 April-May
Culver’s Root	 Shade	 moist-avg.	 white	 3-6 ft.	 June-Aug.
Daylilies	 Full sun 	 moist-dry	 various	 1-3 ft.	 May-Aug.
Turtlehead	 Partial shade 	 avg.-wet	 cream	 3-4 ft.	 July-Sept.
Grasses &Sedges
Fox Sedge	 Full sun 	 wet	 green	 2-3 ft.	 May-July
Soft Rush	 Full sun 	 wet	 green	 2-4 ft.	 June-Aug.
Little Bluestem	 Full sun 	 avg.-dry	 blue-green	 2-4 ft.	 Aug.
Prairie Dropseed	 Full sun 	 avg.-dry	 green	 1-2 ft.	 Aug.-Oct.
Shrubs
Dogwood	 Sun/shade 	 wet-dry	 white	 6-12 ft.	 May-June
Blueberries,	 Full sun 	 moist	 fruit	 4-6 ft.	 June-Aug.
Black Chokeberry	 Full sun 	 moist-dry	 white	 3-6 ft.	 May
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1. Gutter, downspout
2. Rock gravel swale, or buried plastic drain tube to 
rain garden.
3.Locate rain garden 10 feet from building. Choose 
plants that are native, drought tolerant, and noninva-
sive.

4. Berm made of excavated dirt from digging, at least 
a 10-degree slope to rain garden, holds water during 
heavy rains.
5. Soil amendments to allow water to percolate into 
ground. Rain gardens should have a flat level bottom 
to distribute the water evenly.

ANATOMY OF A RAIN GARDEN

THE BLADE/ANDY MORRISON

A plant 	grows in a 
local rain garden. 

Homeowners and others 
can apply for a 50/50 
cost-share reimburse-
ment program — maxi-
mum of $100 for home- 
owners — for installing 
a rain garden on their 
property. The first cycle 
of applications opens 
July 2. Call 419-893-
1966.

Participants  dig out a rain garden at the Sofia Quintero workshop.
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A rain garden at the city’s Division of Environmental Services complex. 

A rain garden is planted during the workshop at the Quintero Center.
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