
TO THE
NINES

Haunted houses — those 
seasonal attractions filled with 
painted ghouls and recorded 
screams — are a staple of Hal-
loween fun. In some cases,
though, the ghosts are no joke.
Here are some seriously spooky 
places where paranormal activ-
ity is said to be the norm.

— Ryan E. Smith

9 Famous 
Haunted Houses

1.White House, Washington:  
Ghosts sighted here famously 
include Abraham Lincoln. 
Abigail Adams has been spot-

ted doing laundry in the East Room.

2.Ohio State Reformatory, 
Mansfield: Ghost hunters 
flock to this former prison, 
a hotspot of paranormal 

activity. 

3.Winchester Mystery House, 
San Jose, Calif.:  This 160-
room mansion was built 
by Sarah Winchester to 

appease the spirits of those who 
were killed by the rifles that her 
husband’s family manufactured.

4.112 Ocean Ave., Amityville, 
N.Y.: The site of a mass mur-
der, it was immortalized in 
the book The Amityville Hor-

ror and subsequent movies, made 
after a brief stay there in 1975 by 
the Lutz family, who said they were 
driven out by the spirits of those 
who were killed.

5.Alcatraz, San Francisco Bay: 
Stories abound of ghostly 
screams and unexplained 
slamming doors in this for-

mer federal penitentiary.

6.Hill 
House:
The evil 
subject 

of the fictional 
horror book, The 
Haunting of Hill 
House, by Shirley 
Jackson and the 
movies based on it.

7.Overlook 
Hotel:
The 
build-

ing that drove 
Jack Nicholson 
crazy in The 
Shining, based 
on the Stephen 
King novel.

8.Collingwood Arts Center, 
Toledo: The former convent 
is said by some to be full 
of paranormal phenomena, 

including a phantom nun who 
hangs out in the auditorium. 

9.Columbian House, Water-
ville: Various owners of this
one-time inn that was built
in 1828 have sworn that it is

haunted by ghosts.
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Wrap up fall
duties before
the freeze

I love all the colors of fall: 
Deep purple, rust, golden yel-
low, dark green and brown. But 
after this weekend, Mother Na-
ture added one more  — black. 
Night-time temperatures are 
getting closer to freezing, and 
that will leave a light blanket of 
frost on your plants. 

You can always tell when 
something has been touched by 
frost, because it turns black.

We haven’t had the hard kill-
ing frost yet, but it is coming. 
The leaves of many perennials 
turn yellow or black, and tender 
plants are done for the year. 
Annuals like impatiens, zin-
nias, petunias, and all the other 
plants that have been fl owering 
for you all summer will die. 

Go through the garden and 
cut all of the wilted and discol-
ored annuals back to the soil 
surface.

Cut the tops of your peren-
nials above the crown of the 
plant. Hostas look much better 
trimmed close to the ground. 
Many times their leaves will just 
pull away with a swipe of a rake.

Winter vegetables
Some vegetables can make it 

through a hard frost. Carrots and 
other root crops are protected by 
the insulation of soil, so they can 
last in the ground if you keep a 
thick layer of mulch on top. Put a 
six-inch layer of mulch on them 
before the freeze to keep them 
protected.

 All of the squash and gourds 
that are growing can be taken 
off the vine and kept in a cool, 
dry place to eat throughout the 
winter.

Other vegetables aren’t as 
strong against the frost. Lettuce, 
arugula, Swiss chard, and beets 
have big foliage and can be 
damaged by the wind. They can 
stand up to cold temperatures if 
you give them some extra pro-
tection via a cold frame, box, or 
burlap to block out the wind.

If you still have a few toma-
toes on the vine, like my Dad 
does, just pull the plants out of 
the ground and hang them in 
your garage. The unripened fruit 
will last longer on the vine in a 
cool place until you are ready for 
them. Bring them in the house 
to let them ripen.

Do some digging
Some of our favorite tubers 

and rhizomes should be un-
earthed once they have been 

hit by a hard frost. 
Cannas, dahlias, 
and gladiolas need 
to be taken in 
for the winter. 
It is also time 

to pull tuberous 
begonias out 
of the ground 
and bring them 

in. Dig them out 
of the ground and 
knock off as 
much soil as 

you can. Cut the stem down, 
leaving 3 to 6 inches on the 
root. 

 Let them dry out on 
the garage fl oor for a 
few days on a thick 
layer of newspapers. 
After they have 
dried, check the 
root for damage. 
Don’t store any soft 
or rotten roots. Toss 
those on the compost 
pile. 

If the roots are hard and 
healthy, tuck them in a box fi lled 
with sawdust or newspapers to 
keep them cool and dry. Mark 
each box with the type of plant 
and color of fl ower so you will 
be ready to plant them again in 
the spring.

To protect tender plants, you 
can cover them to extend their 
season a little longer. 

Use old blankets, newspapers, 
and mulch. A fl ower pot turned 
upside down can work. Avoid 
using plastic. It won’t hold heat.

Contact Kelly Heidbreder at: 
kheidbreder@theblade.com.  
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tanding in a cemetery after 
dark is eerie enough when 
you’re not searching for ghosts. 
When you’re on the lookout 
for the paranormal just weeks 
before Halloween, it can be 

downright spooky.
Local ghost hunter Bryan Sayre 

found out for himself when he and 
a small team interested in the para-
normal spent an evening at Wolfi n-
ger Cemetery, located inside Secor 
Metropark in Richfi eld Township, fol-
lowing up on tales of spectral children 
playing among the tombstones.

“It was a little on the creepy side,” he 
admitted. “Anytime you heard some-
thing or thought you saw something, 
you kind of took a double take.”

Mr. Sayre, 38, is co-lead investiga-
tor of Toledo Haunted Occurrences 
Research, or THOR. He started the 
group last year with Ross Carr , who 
works with him at Johns Manville in 
Waterville. The two were inspired by 
the television show Ghost Hunters, 
which follows the real-life adventures 
of a group of paranormal investigators 
on the Sci-Fi Channel.

They’re not alone.
“There are groups popping up all 

over the place,” said Robin Lemkie , 
of Allen Park, Mich., who has watched 
the proliferation of paranormal re-
searchers since she founded Ghost 
Hunters of Southern Michigan about a 
decade ago. “People are very interest-
ed in Ghost Hunters on TV, and there’s
a lot of live shows with psychics, things 
like that.”

Americans aren’t just interested; 
they believe. A Harris Poll from 2005 
indicates that 40 percent of adults in 
the United States believe in ghosts, 
and television shows — from Ghost 
Whisperer on CBS to Medium on NBC 
— have capitalized on it.

That doesn’t surprise Joe Nickell , se-
nior research fellow for the Committee 
for Skeptical Inquiry in Amherst, N.Y., 
who investigates claims that seem 
beyond the known bounds of science 
and nature.

“It’s become something of a mania 
of our time,” he said. “The paranormal 
in general promises wonderful things. 
If fl ying saucers are real, then we are 
not alone in the universe. If ghosts are 
a reality, then we don’t really die.”

   FOR TOLEDO-AREA CREWS, IT’S SCIENCE VS. 

SCARY IN PARANORMAL RESEARCH

A meter measuring electromagnetic fi elds at the base of a grave in Wolfi nger Cemetery in Secor Metropark.
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See GHOST, Page 2

Roger Sayre, left, and Diana Dezanett are members of THOR (Toledo Haunted Occurrences Research).

Spencer’s Gifts: 
6 decades of 
kitschy fun

By CHRISTOPHER BORRELLI
BLADE STAFF WRITER 

Spencer’s Gifts, which sells wrig-
gling skeletons and Whoopie 
Cushion costumes and mullet 

wigs and rubber rats and individually 
severed arms and hands and feet and 
skulls that howl and motorized mental 
patients that shake and plastic poop 
and (intentionally) spicy chewing gum 
and chewing gum that smells like fi sh
and giant bats with red eyes you hang 
from the ceiling, and, and, and...

huff, huff, huff
...and several types of lava lamps 

(with skulls or without) and giant 
plastic goblets with “Pimp” on the 
side and marijuana-leaf ice-cube trays 
and Motley Crue T-shirts and Guns 
N’ Roses T-shirts and Megadeath T-

shirts and Iron Maiden posters and 
velvet dragon posters and velvet Bob

Marley posters and shot glasses and 
beer bongs and Viking helmets and 
“Support Bad Girls” ribbon magnets 
for the car and hand shockers and 
rubber chickens and fi nger-less gloves 
and, and, and...

huff, huff, huff
...and studded Fall Out Boy belts 

and crossbones belt buckles and trick 
birthday candles and fart powder and 
purple lights and sex toys and post-
ers of dogs playing poker and neon 
Scarface rifl es and Kiss mirrors and 
remote-control fart machines and 
laser pointers and greeting cards and 
drinking games and beer lamps and 
fairy clocks and bamboo curtains and 
hillbilly teeth, just turned 60 years old.

Age has not mellowed it.
But only deepened its charm.

See SPENCER’S, Page 2

Tulip bulbs.
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