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Rescue Towing Service
Fall Specials

Lube/Oil Filter Specials
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All Major Repairs
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for any amountfor any amount

• Custom Golf Clubs
• Regrips • Reshafts
• Repair of all kinds

Happy Holidays from

1610 MARKET PLACE DR.
www.maumeesportsmall.net

MAUMEE

$800We have Heat
All-U-Can Hit

QUIZ 6

Win two tickets to the NCAA men’s basketball 

semi-fi nal and fi nal games in San Antonio, TX, plus:

• Round-trip Airfare  • Four-nights Lodging • $300 in Cash

10 Weekly Winners Receive 4 Tickets Each
to a Rocket Home Basketball Game.

Find your answers online at toledoblade.com/rocketscience, on 
Rant & Rage each Thursday on BSN Buckeye Cable, or on a tip 
sheet/entry form available in The Blade lobby, 541 N. Superior 
St., Toledo, OH 43660, Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Mail Completed Entry to:
 The Blade “Rocket Science!” Contest
 P.O. Box 1023, Toledo, OH 43697-1023

[     ] Home Delivery Customer

[     ] Single Copy Purchaser

WIN a TRIP to the NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP!WIN a TRIP to the NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP!WIN a TRIP to the NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP!

SPONSORED BY:

Play The Blade
“Rocket Science!” Contest

Now through March 3, 2008

Name:  

Address:    Apt/Lot# 

City/State/Zip:  

Daytime Phone:

Email:

1. On Dec. 14, 1918, vs. Bluff ton he set the UT men’s single 
game scoring record with 49 points. 
 A. Lawrence Bird
 B. Irvin Johnson
 C. Clark Pittenger

2. According to the 2008 NCAA Rules book for basketball, 
the center circle/radius should be ___ feet to the outside 
edge of the line.
 A. 6 feet.
 B. 8 feet
 C. 10 feet

3. On Feb. 20, 1991, vs. Bowling Green, she set a Toledo 
women’s record for points scored in a game with 42. 
 A. Jennifer Aniston
 B. Lisa Kudrow
 C. Kim Sekulski

See today’s Classifi eds or toledoblade.com for offi  cial rules .
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BCS Standings
Harris USA Today Computer BCS

Rk Pts Pct Rk Pts Pct Rk Pct Avg Pv
1. Missouri 1 2779 0.9751 2 1454 0.9693 10.990 0.9781 4
2. West Virginia 2 2753 0.9660 1 1467 0.9780 20.970 0.9713 3
3. Ohio State 3 2638 0.9256 3 1383 0.9220 30.910 0.9192 5
4. Georgia 4 2368 0.8309 4 1232 0.8213 50.830 0.8274 7
5. Kansas 6 2170 0.7614 t5 1161 0.7740 40.840 0.7918 2
6. Virginia Tech 7 2164 0.7593 t5 1161 0.7740 60.810 0.7811 8
7. LSU 5 2215 0.7772 7 1134 0.7560 70.790 0.7744 1
8. USC 9 2059 0.7225 9 1073 0.7153 t100.640 0.6926 11
9. Oklahoma 8 2132 0.7481 8 1126 0.7507 120.550 0.6829 10
10. Florida 11 1757 0.6165 11 898 0.5987 t100.640 0.6184 12
11. Boston College 12 1587 0.5568 12 861 0.5740 80.720 0.6169 14
12. Hawaii 10 1829 0.6418 10 958 0.6387 140.470 0.5835 15
13. Arizona State 13 1446 0.5074 13 756 0.5040 90.660 0.5571 6
14. Tennessee 15 1249 0.4382 15 654 0.4360 130.510 0.4614 18
15. Illinois 14 1254 0.4400 14 674 0.4493 170.370 0.4198 17
16. Clemson 18 897 0.3147 17 469 0.3127 160.380 0.3358 22
17. Oregon 19 716 0.2512 20 316 0.2107 180.350 0.2706 9
18. Wisconsin 16 911 0.3196 16 493 0.3287 230.140 0.2628 21
19. BYU 20 649 0.2277 19 327 0.2180 190.230 0.2252 25
20. Texas 17 903 0.3168 18 417 0.2780 250.070 0.2216 13
21. South Florida 25 249 0.0874 27 100 0.0667 150.410 0.1880 23
22. Virginia 23 478 0.1677 t21 271 0.1807 200.190 0.1795 16
23. Cincinnati 21 512 0.1796 24 146 0.0973 t210.170 0.1490 24
24. Auburn 24 402 0.1411 t21 271 0.1807 240.120 0.1472 NR
25. Boise State 22 493 0.1730 23 247 0.1647 NR0.000 0.1125 19

AH RB CM KM JS PW
1. Missouri 25 23 24 25 25 25
2. West Virginia 24 25 25 24 24 24
3. Ohio State 23 24 23 22 21 23
4. Georgia 21 17 22 23 20 20
5. Kansas 22 22 16 19 23 21
6. Virginia Tech 17 19 19 21 22 22
7. LSU 20 21 21 20 18 18
8. USC 18 20 13 14 16 16
9. Oklahoma 14 10 15 13 13 17
10. Florida 15 15 18 17 17 14
11. Boston College 16 14 20 18 19 19
12. Hawaii 9 16 8 11 15 12
13. Arizona State 19 18 17 16 14 15
14. Tennessee 12 9 14 15 12 13
15. Illinois 11 13 7 9 8 9
16. Clemson 7 3 10 12 11 10
17. Oregon 13 5 11 8 9 7
18. Wisconsin 5 12 3 4 0 2
19. BYU 8 4 9 3 3 8
20. Texas 6 0 4 0 0 3
21. South Florida 10 0 12 10 10 11
22. Virginia 3 2 6 6 7 4
23. Cincinnati 2 6 5 2 4 6
24. Auburn 4 0 1 7 6 1
25. Boise State 0 11 0 0 0 0

Explanation Key
Team percentages are derived by dividing a team’s actual voting points by a maximum 2850 pos-

sible points in the Harris Interactive Poll and 1500 possible points in the USA Today Coaches Poll.
Six computer rankings calculated in inverse points order (25 for No. 1, 24 for No. 2, etc.) are 

used to determine the overall computer component. The highest and lowest ranking for each team 
is dropped, and the remaining four are added and divided by 100 (the maximum possible points) 
to produce a Computer Rankings Percentage. The six computer ranking providers are Anderson 
& Hester, Richard Billingsley, Colley Matrix, Kenneth Massey, Jeff Sagarin, and Peter Wolfe. Each 
computer ranking accounts for schedule strength in its formula.

The BCS Average is calculated by averaging the percent totals of the Harris Interactive, USA 
Today Coaches and Computer polls.

that’s not a bad thing.
When former SEC commis-

sioner Roy Kramer came up with 
the idea that eventually grew 
into the BCS, he realized some 
controversy is good for the sport. 
It keeps people talking about 
college football.

The problem with the BCS is 
too often it’s impossible to fi g-
ure out which teams should fi ll 
the two slots. When No. 3 has 
as good a case to play for the 
national championship as Nos. 
1 and 2, it takes away from the 
title game.

If Missouri and West Virginia 
win next week and play in the 
BCS national championship 
game on Jan. 7 in New Orleans, 
we’ll be talking for weeks about 
why Ohio State — or Kansas or 
LSU or Georgia — isn’t in the 
game instead of who is.

Defenders of the BCS say 
there will always be complaining 
about teams getting left out, no 
matter how many are included. 
In an eight-team format, Nos. 9 
and 10 would gripe.

True, but that will blow over
as soon as the fi rst-round games 
kick off, and by the time the 
championship is decided, 9 and 
10 will be all but forgotten.

So what to do with the teams 
from the other fi ve conferences? 
They’ll be eligible for at-large 
bids and the system can be 
weighted in a way that makes 
it easier for them to get in than 
nonchampions from other 
leagues.

Hawaii will earn an automatic 
bid to the BCS this season by fi n-
ishing in the top 12 of the stand-
ings, even if a team from the one 
of the major conferences is eli-
gible for an at-large and ranked 
ahead of the Warriors.

Keep that rule or something 
similar in place, leaving at least 
one spot open to an underdog. 
Also, let the standings decide the 

seedings.
Making some educated 

guesses about what lies ahead 
— just for the fun of it let’s say 
Oklahoma beats Missouri in the 
Big 12 title game — here’s what 
the fi rst round matchups could 
look like:

No. 1 West Virginia (Big East) 
vs. No. 8 Hawaii (at-large)

No. 2 Ohio State (Big Ten) vs. 
No. 7 Oklahoma (Big 12)

No. 3 LSU (SEC) vs. No. 6 Vir-
ginia Tech (ACC)

No. 4 USC vs. No. 5 Georgia 
(at-large)

That leaves Missouri and Kan-
sas out, which should provide 
lots of fodder for debate for the 
week or two leading up to the 
fi rst games.

If only it were this simple in 
the real world.

Playoffs 
Continued from Page 1

“I’ve been telling the guys, the 
more you win, the more that’s at 
stake,” West Virginia coach Rich 
Rodriguez said yesterday.

Missouri was fourth last week 
in the BCS, one spot behind West 
Virginia. Louisiana State had 
been No. 1 and Kansas second.

If the Tigers and Mountain-
eers both lose, the national title 
picture gets very murky.

Georgia was fourth in the 
standings, followed by Kansas 
(11-1). Neither will play in their 
conference title games, but both 
still have a shot to play for a na-
tional championship.

Georgia (10-2) could become 
the fi rst team with two losses 
to play for a national title, and 
several other two-loss teams 
could make a claim to be in the 
championship game if the top 
two lose for a second consecu-
tive week.

Sixth-place Virginia Tech 
(10-2), seventh-place LSU 
(10-2), eighth-place Southern 
California (9-2), and ninth-place 
Oklahoma all have one last op-
portunity to surge up the BCS 
standings on Saturday.

Ohio State’s regular season 
ended Nov. 17 with a victory over
Michigan that made the Buck-
eyes the Big Ten champions. The 
week before, Ohio State was No. 
1 in the country when it lost to 
Illinois at home and seemingly 
fell out of the title race.

At worst, the Buckeyes, who 
lost the national championship 
game 41-14 to Florida last sea-
son, will be in the Rose Bowl.

Hawaii moved up to 12th in 
the standings after beating Boise 
State 39-27 and winning the 
Western Athletic Conference, 
putting Colt Brennan and the 
Warriors in position to earn an 
automatic BCS bid.

The Warriors, the last remain-
ing unbeaten team in the na-
tion, fi nish the season at home 
against Washington and need to 
be in the top 12 when the fi nal 

standings come out Sunday.
Missouri was No. 1 in the Har-

ris poll, and West Virginia was 
No. 1 in the USA Today coaches’ 
poll yesterday. Those polls make 
up two-thirds of a team’s BCS 
average. Missouri was fi rst in the 
computer rankings, with West 
Virginia second.

The Tigers’ BCS average was 
.978, and the Mountaineers were 
at .971.

A Missouri-West Virginia fi nal 
seemed to be a long shot when 
October ended. Both had a loss 
and were stuck behind a pile of 
teams in the BCS standings. On 
Oct. 28, West Virginia was sev-
enth in the standings, and Mis-
souri was ninth.

Since then it’s been a steady 

climb as the Tigers and Moun-
taineers have kept winning 
while the other contenders have 
tanked. It started when Ohio 
State lost to Illinois on Nov. 10. A 
few days later, Oregon lost quar-
terback Dennis Dixon to an in-
jury in the fi rst quarter, and the 
Ducks’ national title hopes went 
with him in a loss at Arizona.

Two days later, Oklahoma lost 
its second game of the season at 
Texas Tech, leaving Missouri and 
Kansas as the Big 12’s best hope 
for a national title.

At that point, it became ap-
parent that the winner of the 
Missouri-Kansas game would 
go to the Big 12 title game with 
a chance to play for the national 
championship.

The Tigers, who entered the 
season unranked, took care of 
their business, handing Kansas 
its fi rst loss of the season, 36-28.

LSU also went down, losing in 
triple overtime 50-48 to Arkansas 
on Friday, and that opened up a 
spot for the Mountaineers.

West Virginia grabbed it em-
phatically with a 66-21 victory 
against Connecticut to clinch 
the Big East title and a BCS bid. 
The Mountaineers were ranked 
No. 3 in the preseason poll, but 
they lost in late September 21-13 
at South Florida. White injured 
his thigh against the Bulls and 
didn’t fi nish the game.

Neither West Virginia nor
Missouri has ever won a national 
title.

Gators’ Tebow breaks nonthrowing hand
ASSOCIATED PRESS

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — If Flori-
da quarterback Tim Tebow wins 
the Heisman Trophy, he might 
have to lift the heavy, bronze 
statue with one hand.

Tebow broke his right, non-
throwing hand Saturday night 
against rival Florida State and 
will be in a cast for at least two 
weeks.

He should be fi ne for Florida’s 
bowl game, probably a New 
Year’s Day matchup in Orlando 
or Tampa, but the injury could 
slow him during practice the 
next few weeks and possibly 
make it tough to pick up any 
postseason awards.

Then again, Tebow is left-
handed.

Tebow sustained a nondis-
placed fracture in his right hand 
during his fi ve-yard touchdown 
run on the opening drive of the 
third quarter against the Semi-
noles.

Team doctors looked at his 
hand and did some tests on the 
sideline, but Tebow said he was 
OK to play and stayed in the 
game. X-rays following Florida’s 
45-12 victory revealed the sever-
ity of the injury.

Tebow has played through 
injuries before.

Not only did he fi nish a high 
school game on a broken leg, he 
bruised his right shoulder Oct. 
20 against Kentucky and stayed 
in the game. Instead of taking 
some time off to heal, Tebow 
opted to receive painkilling shots 
before the next four games.

Tebow has accounted for 51 
touchdowns this season, giving 
him a chance to become the fi rst 

sophomore to win the Heisman.
“My goodness, that’s a lot 

of touchdowns,” coach Urban 
Meyer said Saturday. “Good
for him. You want to see a bad 
quarterback, put a bunch of bad 
players around him, and you of-
fi cially have yourself a bad quar-
terback, including Tim Tebow. 
... We don’t have bad people 
around him.” 

Tebow has 838 yards rushing 
and 22 touchdowns, tying the 
NCAA record for quarterbacks 
set by Chance Harridge of Air 
Force in 2002.

Tebow also has completed 
68.5 percent of his passes for 
3,132 yards and 29 touchdowns. 
He has just six interceptions.

Notre Dame’s Weis gets 
started on rebuilding

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Re-
building.

Notre Dame coach Charlie 
Weis started the season by vow-
ing never to use the word. Now 
he will spend the next nine 
months trying to accomplish 
it after the Fighting Irish (3-9) 
went from earning consecu-
tive Bowl Championship Series 
berths to becoming the target of 
late night talk show jokes.

Weis got started right away. 
Instead of returning to South 
Bend after the Fighting Irish beat 
Stanford 21-14 on Saturday, Weis 
stayed out west trying to build 
on a recruiting class some ana-
lysts already rate as the nation’s 
best.

When Weis returns, he plans to 
dissect the season to determine 
exactly what went so wrong. He 
then plans to travel to New Eng-
land in February to meet with 
his former coaching colleagues 
on the Patriots so they can point 
out his mistakes.

Weis already knows some of 
his mistakes. He plans to make 
practices in the spring and in the 
preseason more physical, pos-
sibly even allowing quarterbacks 
to be tackled during practices.

Weis knew the Irish would 
struggle after losing players like 
Brady Quinn, Jeff Samardzija, 
Darius Walker. But no one ex-
pected the Irish to be this bad.

“You knew there were going to 
be some voids of experience this 
year,” Weis said. “Just numerical-
ly, you knew there were going to 

be some voids. What you hoped 
was between the guys that came 
back for a fi fth year and the half 
dozen or so guys that were in the 
senior class, you hoped that they 
could hold the fort enough while 
the young guys got their feet wet
and ready to go.”

The good news for the Irish is 
they don’t lose much next year. 
The biggest losses will be tight 
end John Carlson, center John 
Sullivan, defensive end Trevor 
Laws, linebacker Joe Brocking-
ton, and safety Tom Zbikowski.

One of the biggest needs 
for the Irish is to develop a re-
spectable kicker. Weis’ lack of 
confi dence in the kicking game 
may have cost Notre Dame a 
victory against Navy, when the 
Irish went for it on fourth-and-8 
from the Navy 24. Evan Sharpley 
was tackled for a seven-yard loss, 
and the Irish lost in overtime.

The Irish also need better play 
at quarterback. Jimmy Clausen 
ended the season strong. After 
his fi rst seven games, six of them 
starts, Clausen had a completion 
rate of 57.4 percent, for 618 yards 
with one touchdown and fi ve in-
terceptions, an effi ciency rating 
of 89.51.

In his last three games, he had 
a completion rate of 54.8 percent 
for 636 yards with six touch-
downs and one interception, a 
123.9 effi ciency rating.

 Notre Dame hit a lot of lows 
this season, including: worst 
start in school history (0-5); 
worst home losing streak (six 
straight); two of the 10 worst 
losses ever (38-0 to Michigan 
and USC) and the fi rst nine-loss 
season. 

Missouri No. 1 in AP poll 
for first time since 1960
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Missouri is No. 
1 in the Associated Press Top 25 
for the second time in school 
history. The Tigers have to be 
hoping this stay is longer than 
the fi rst.

Missouri became the fourth 
team this season — joining 
Southern California, Louisiana 
State, and Ohio State — to hold 
the top ranking, a day after 
beating Kansas 36-28 to earn a 
spot in the Big 12 champion-
ship game. Not since 1997 have 
so many teams been No. 1 in a 
season.

The Tigers’ only other time at 
No. 1 lasted a week in 1960.

West Virginia moved up to No. 
2 yesterday, its highest ranking 
ever, and became the eighth 
team this season to be ranked 
second. The Mountaineers’ 
66-21 victory over Connecticut 
earned them the Big East title 
and knocked the Huskies out of 
the rankings.

No. 3 Ohio State, Georgia, and 
LSU complete the top fi ve.

 This most unpredictable sea-
son took another tumultuous 
turn when Nos. 1 and 2 lost in 
the same weekend for the sec-
ond time in two months. Top-
ranked LSU lost its second triple 
overtime game of the season to 
Arkansas on Friday, and second-
ranked Kansas had its unbeaten 
season spoiled by Missouri.

On Oct. 6, then-No. 1 LSU lost 
in three OTs to Kentucky, and 
later that day No. 2 California 
fell to Oregon State. Before that, 
Nos. 1 and 2 hadn’t lost in the 
same regular season weekend 
in 10 years.

Three times this season No. 
1 has been beaten. That hasn’t 
happened since 1990, when No. 
1 went down fi ve times.

LSU became the 12th top-fi ve
team to lose to an unranked 
team when it fell 52-50 to Ar-
kansas, and Kansas was the sixth 
team ranked No. 2 to lose this 
season. LSU became the fi rst 
team since Notre Dame in 1990 
to lose as No. 1 twice.

 The new top-ranked Tigers 
from Missouri face Oklahoma in 
San Antonio on Saturday.

Missouri last rose to the top 
of the media poll on Nov. 14, 
1960. The next week coach Dan 
Devine’s Tigers lost to Kansas 
23-7 in the regular-season fi nale, 
though the Jayhawks later had to 
forfeit that game because they 
used an ineligible player.

The rest of the new top 10 was 
Virginia Tech at No. 6, followed
by Kansas, Southern California, 
Oklahoma, and Florida.

Hawaii, the only unbeaten 
team left in major college foot-
ball, moved up three spots to No. 
11 after beating Boise State 39-27 
on Friday night to win the West-
ern Athletic Conference title. 

BCS 
Continued from Page 1

Florida QB Tim Tebow has 
run for 22 touchdowns and 
thrown for 29 more.
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