
brokerage fi rms with the Federal 
Reserve. Over the summer, it so-
lidifi ed that deal in a memoran-
dum of understanding.

Lehman Brothers Holdings 
Inc.’s bankruptcy fi ling and Mer-
rill Lynch & Co.’s sale to Bank of 
America Corp. add heft to the 
argument that the Fed should 
oversee investment banks to en-
sure market stability. The week-
end’s shake-up left the SEC with 
oversight of just two large bro-
kerages, Goldman Sachs Group 
Inc. and Morgan Stanley.

“The role of the Fed as the 
systemic risk regulator was well 
on its way to being adopted, and 
this will make it more likely,” said 
Robert Glauber, a former Under-
secretary at the Treasury Depart-
ment for domestic fi nance.

Treasury Secretary Henry 
Paulson issued a blueprint for 

a regulatory revamp in March 
that had called for a bigger role 
for the Fed in guarding overall 
health of the fi nancial system. 
Mr. Paulson said Monday that 
“major changes” are needed, 
including establishing a process 
to unwind investment banks 
akin to the orderly process in 
place for unwinding commercial 
banks.

 In 1999, Congress created a 
system of “functional regula-
tion” that put the SEC in charge 

of brokerage fi rms and the Fed 
in charge of commercial banks. 
Congress didn’t address broker-
age-fi rm parent companies.

 Brokerage fi rms have been 
subject to different regulation 
because their business model 
has been based more on helping 
companies raise capital and on 
risk-taking. The current credit 
crunch, which has brought the 
Fed into a much tighter rela-
tionship with Wall Street, has 
changed that dynamic.   

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Your FICO credit score is made 
up of fi ve factors of varying im-
portance. Here’s how your credit 
card use (or lack thereof) can af-
fect each of the components.

Note that the weighted im-
portance of the categories are 
averages.  

wPayment History. This ac-
counts for 35 percent of your 
FICO score. If you have any late 
payments, the score will take 
into account how late you were, 
how much was owed and how 
many late payments there were.  

wCredit Use. Thirty percent of 
your score is determined by your 
credit utilization ratio, which 
measures your outstanding 
balance against your available 
credit. So if you have outstand-
ing debt and cancel a credit 
card, losing that line of credit 
will mean you’re using up more 
of your credit — which will raise 
your credit utilization and thus 
lower your score.

wLength of Credit History. 
This determines 15 percent of 
your score. So if you’re clos-
ing credit cards, keep the card 
you’ve had the longest.

One alternative to closing 

your accounts is letting them sit. 
But you should check on them 
occasionally to make sure iden-
tity thieves aren’t using them.

wNew Credit. This makes up 
10 percent of your score. And 
signing up for new credit cards 
doesn’t always boost your score 
because you’re adding to your 
line of credit. Instead, it can 
lower your score because you 

may appear to be a bigger risk.

wTypes of Credit in Use. This 
makes up the fi nal 10 percent of 
your score, and looks at whether 
you have a mix of different types 
of credit, such as installment 
loans or mortgages. It’s good to 
have a history of revolving ac-
counts — such as credit cards — 
so think twice before completely 
giving up your credit cards. 
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OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM Please print clearly.

Name:  

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip:  

Phone: (          ) Email:  

I grant The Blade permission to contact me for promotional offers: 

[      ] YES     [      ] NO

Contest drawing to be held on or around October 10, 2008. No purchase necessary. Must be
18 years of age or older. See starttheblade.com for complete rules. No mail entries accepted.

Visit The Blade kiosk at the following Monnettes’ Market location
only for your chance to win.

5849 Alexis Rd., Sylvania, OH

Enter to WIN $500.00
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MARKET AT A GLANCE
LOCAL STOCKS

 85.77 46.47 Abercromb Fitch 35118 48.40 +1.09
 49.49 37.31 Am Ele Pwr 54711 37.75 -.50
 51.16 32.25 Andersons Inc (The) 4321 42.71 +2.69
 79.77 51.70 BP PLC 99456 52.32 +.39
 34.70 23.93 BobEvn 5452 27.83 +.49
 58.74 21.30 Brush Eng Matls 3374 22.93 +.85
 18.07 12.98 CMS Engy 91094 12.69 -.55
 39.87 30.19 Campbell Soup 28642 38.66 -.54
 25.67 16.14 Cedar Fair 1562 22.80 +.17
 26.02 7.05 Cooper Tire 11913 10.46 -.04
 51.19 37.87 DTE Energy Co 24565 42.65 -.35
 13.30 4.80 Dana Holding 10172 6.56 +.32
 24.86 7.61 Dillards Inc 14844 12.28 +.75
 37.82 8.96 Fifth Third Bcp 202499 15.45 +1.34
 ����� ����� 	
� �
����
 	��� �� ����� ����
 317.00 93.69 First Solar Inc 34934 214.65 +11.68
 84.00 62.22 FirstEnergy Corp 30717 67.52 +.49
 24.70 13.76 FirstMerit Corp 21089 23.41 +1.03
 31.36 15.56 Goodyear 52415 17.90 +.19
 53.98 39.26 Hlth Care REIT 20483 48.86 +1.81
 18.50 4.37 Huntgtn Bankshs 117192 9.01 +.81
 44.46 26.00 Johnson Controls 46150 31.96 +.61
 35.59 7.93 Keycorp 195126 12.63 +.24
 30.99 23.39 Kroger Co 149376 27.99 +1.40
 10.00 5.31 La-Z-Boy Inc 2735 9.65 +.56
 19.53 6.44 Libbey Inc 1702 9.62 +1.19
 24.24 14.41 Limitd Brands 47274 20.35 +.31
 12.48 4.39 MBT Financial Corp 210 4.96 +.11
 63.22 39.70 Marathon Oil 109562 42.15 +1.33
 27.21 2.99 Natl City 517550 4.00 -.28
 28.58 16.20 Owens Corning 14840 24.41 +1.77
 60.60 33.91 Owens Illinois 95578 29.36 -6.16
 75.18 60.05 Procter & Gamble 210696 72.00 -.14
 13.25 7.72 Rurban Financial 21 8.96 +.06
 56.69 40.18 Smucker, JM 9064 52.42 +1.11
 78.80 31.68 Sunoco Inc 92459 39.04 +.86
 37.79 15.34 Tecumseh A 1314 25.29 +1.44
 98.33 58.22 Whirlpool 30546 88.12 +1.99

 52-WEEK VOL

 HIGH LOW NAME (100s) CLOSE CHG

For more stock and mutual fund listings go to... toledoblade.com/business

AT&T Inc 395344 29.88 -.08
AXA 35213 28.61 +.48
AbtLab 120774 59.81 +1.33
Alcoa 251619 26.50 -.43
Alcon 2943 166.01 -.43
Allstate 105148 45.59 +1.21
Altria s 155539 20.64 -.27
Amazon 129308 78.73 +1.39
AEagleOut 64316 16.58 +.59
AmExp 272903 36.07 +.59
Amgen 342813 65.89 +3.70
Anheusr 261927 66.05 -.15
Apple Inc 410363 139.88 -.48
ApldMatl 302682 16.54 +.20
ArchDan 96271 23.00 +.24
ArvMerit 16507 15.28 -.14
Avon 52387 41.10 -1.15
BkofAm 1704216 29.55 +3.00
Barclay 52481 23.16 +1.68
BestBuy 192777 42.40 -1.30
BigLots 37918 30.85 -.71
BlockHR 36463 23.65 -.18
Blockbstr 96942 2.03 -.12
Boeing 83780 61.72 -.53
Borders 23535 7.35 +.10
BostonSci 220628 12.23 -.97
BrMySq 146313 21.46 -.09
CSX 108748 57.06 -1.41
CVS Care 114077 36.13 -.39
CapOne 276361 49.04 +4.34
Caterpillar 98355 64.73 +1.52
Chevron 203117 81.86 +1.77
Chipotle 11158 57.19 +1.08
Cisco 770176 22.80 +.42
Citigrp 2511385 15.75 +.51
CocaCl 159293 54.85 +.10

Comcast 337043 20.54 -.32
Comerica 77468 32.69 +2.22
ConocPhil 197112 72.28 +3.56
Corning 295700 15.38 +.05
Costco 106480 68.88 -.07
CredSuiss 26171 43.86 +1.10
Daimler 10625 55.25 +.44
Dell Inc 987788 15.98 -2.01
DeltaAir 468972 9.94 +1.89
Disney 182806 32.51 +.04
DowChm 126463 35.46 +.32
DuPont 110932 46.27 +1.53
ETrade 339563 2.83 -.02
eBay 214903 22.81 +.81
EMC Cp 378207 13.37 +.04
Eaton 30171 68.37 -.36
ExxonMbl 392114 76.43 +3.18
FannieMae 447077 .48 -.13
FedExCp 49316 92.00 +1.50
FordM 984704 5.07 +.33
FortuneBr 10045 59.36 +.21
Gap 133794 19.49 +.37
GenDynam 37719 85.09 +1.18
GenElec 1769662 25.06 +.46
GnGrthPrp 104887 23.66 -.09
GnMotr 377129 10.84 -.60
GlaxoSKln 31465 43.17 -.67
GoldmanS 446527 133.01 -2.49
Google 68884 442.93 +9.07
HSBC 43669 76.45 +.63
Hallibrtn 263266 35.63 +1.29
Heinz 34562 52.00 +.12
Hershey 16340 40.19 +.69
HewlettP 524928 48.41 +3.08
HomeDp 425463 27.58 -.92
Honda 10300 32.12 +.46

HonwllIntl 72629 45.95 +.03
ING 43516 26.43 -1.41
Intel 1005902 19.48 +.12
IBM 128267 116.05 +.86
Intuit 65466 29.75 +.09
JPMorgCh 885150 40.74 +3.74
JohnJn 228785 69.80 +.19
Kellogg 18439 56.12 +.44
KimbClk 36144 64.66 +.31
Kohls 79035 51.55 +1.48
Kraft 160759 33.54 +.40
LearCorp 12768 13.37 +.53
Level3 344886 3.08 +.04
LillyEli 99062 45.26 -.78
Lowes 220837 24.40 -.12
Macys 122556 20.17 +.71
Manulif gs 52691 33.50 -1.09
Mattel 51971 19.22 -.27
McDnlds 152478 64.29 +.57
Medtrnic 135111 52.85 -.38
Merck 214109 32.28 -.44
MerrillLyn 1219143 22.18 +5.12
MetLife 213093 56.89 +3.18
Microsoft 1062227 25.99 -.83
MorgStan 1100473 28.70 -3.49
Motorola 344398 7.24 -.41
NatwFS 8478 49.60 -.41
�
���� ����� ����� ����
NiSource 34508 16.32 +.21
Nissan 8350 14.18 +.07
NokiaCp 182157 20.38 +.30
�����!� ����� ����� �����
NorthropG 45200 67.01 -1.73
NwstAir 157343 11.69 +1.90
Novartis 17569 53.81 +.05
"#��
�$� ����� ���� ����
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Oracle 601956 18.96 -.05
ParkHan s 24788 58.79 +1.15
PepsiCo 113276 72.98 +.63
&�'
� ������ ����� ����
PhilMor n 137002 53.77 +.95
PwShs QQQ 3236279 42.41 +.33
priceline 24134 83.36 +4.69
Prudentl 92187 79.18 +6.64
PulteH 142282 16.23 +.42
Qualcom 306322 47.92 +1.10
QwestCm 330509 3.48 -.07
RiteAid 62663 .99 -.01
RD Shell 53440 59.33 -.81
SaraLee 64775 13.50 -.33
Schwab 280159 25.48 +2.78
SearsHldgs 35500 98.73 +1.33
Siemens 10978 95.05 -1.43
SiriusXM 1242010 .88 +.03
SprintNex 454252 6.57 -.21
StanlWk 10827 45.98 -.62
Staples 157053 24.70 +.43
Starbucks 215316 16.03 +.95
Steelcse 9935 10.69 -.06
SunMicro rs 156403 8.42 -.36
Suncor gs 143889 42.67 -1.18
TD Ameritr 46290 19.44 +.46
TRWAuto 6236 18.23 -.01
Target 202554 57.87 +2.47
TexInst 265272 22.59 +.68
3M Co 85313 69.73 +.85
TimeWarn 372971 14.08 -.04
TootsieR 3503 29.04 +.81
Total SA 44646 61.73 +.79
Toyota 8499 88.60 +1.71
TycoIntl 53541 40.21 +.91
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WIDELY HELD STOCKS

TOP 100 FUNDS
NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG

NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG NAME NAV CHG

American Funds

AmcapA m 16.15 +.17
BalA m 16.77 +.11
BondA m 11.98 -.10
CapIncBuA m 50.82 -.01
CpWldGrIA m 34.33 +.05
EurPacGrA m 38.40 -.14
FundmInvA m 34.37 +.26
GrthAmA m 28.29 +.24
IncAmerA m 16.21 +.07
InvCoAmA m 26.84 +.26

MutualA m 24.47 +.29
NewPerspA m 26.93 +.08
NwWrldA m 44.03 -.53
SmCpWldA m 29.96 -.09
WAMutInvA m 28.56 +.40
Artisan

Intl 20.98 -.20
BlackRock

GlobAlcA m 17.27 -.07
GlobAlcC m 16.21 -.07
Columbia

AcornZ 25.16 +.60
ValRestrZ 45.99 +.80
Davis

NYVentA m 32.62 +.71
Dodge & Cox

Bal 65.58 +.31
Income 12.16 -.09
IntlStk 34.72 -.12
Stock 103.11 +1.01
Fairholme Funds

Fairhome 30.37 +.02
Fidelity

Bal 16.60 +.09
BlChGrow 36.88 +.56

CapInc 7.82 -.03
Contra 59.59 +1.04
DiscEq 23.92 +.48
DivGrow 23.14 +.39
DivrIntl 29.77 +.06
EqInc 42.33 +.84
Free2010 12.94 +.05
Free2020 13.19 +.09
Free2030 13.24 +.13
GrowCo 68.35 +1.19
GrowInc 19.57 +.42
IntlDisc 30.86 -.02
InvGrdBd 6.91 -.05

LowPriStk 30.58 +.15
Magellan 67.28 +1.06
MidCap 22.94 +.30
Puritan 16.43 +.14
TotalBd 10.02 -.09
USBdIndx 10.80 -.07
Value 62.83 +.69
Fidelity Spartan

USEqIndxI 43.08 +.73
First Eagle

GlbA m 40.38 +.39
FrankTemp-Franklin

CA TF A m 6.95 -.07

Income A m 2.09 -.02
Income C m 2.10 -.02
FrankTemp-Mutual

Shares Z 20.68 -.16
FrankTemp-Templeton

Growth A m 17.99 -.39
Harbor

IntlInstl 54.01 +.29
Hartford

CapAprA m 31.34 +.32
CpApHLSIA 37.15 +.40
Janus

Janus 26.47 +.23
Twenty 61.63 +1.11

Julius Baer

IntlEqI 32.21 -.34
Longleaf Partners

LongPart 26.52 -.12
Loomis Sayles

BondI 12.70 -.21
Lord Abbett

(#�����( ) ����� ����
Oakmark

EqIncI 26.57 +.14
Oppenheimer

GlobA m 56.90 -.08
IntlBondA m 6.11 -.04
PIMCO

AllAssetI 12.00 -.18
TotRetA m 10.60 -.15
TotRetAdm b 10.60 -.15
TotRetIs 10.60 -.15
T Rowe Price

BlChpGr 33.20 +.39
CapApprec 18.60 +.05
EqIndex 32.68 +.55
EqtyInc 22.98 +.43
GrowStk 27.36 +.23
MidCpGr 49.11 +.59
Van Kampen

ComstockA m 14.67 +.25

EqIncomeA m 7.68 +.08
Vanguard

500 112.27 +1.91
500Adml 112.29 +1.91
AssetA 24.86 +.42
EuropeIdx 29.29 +.07
GNMA 10.42 -.04
GNMAAdml 10.42 -.04
HltCrAdml 53.35 -.16
HlthCare 126.36 -.38
*���&�� ����� ����
InstIdx 111.46 +1.89
InstPlus 111.47 +1.90

IntlGr 18.37 +.04
LifeMod 18.54 +.16
MuIntAdml 13.13 -.07
Prmcp 66.20 +.92
PrmcpAdml 68.75 +.95
STCor 10.24 -.12
STGradeAd 10.24 -.12
Star 18.27 +.05
TotBdAdml 10.09 -.06
TotBdId 10.09 -.06
TotBdInst 10.09 -.06
TotIntl 14.49 -.03
TotStIAdm 29.78 +.53

TotStIIns 29.78 +.53

TotStIdx 29.77 +.53

Welltn 28.97 +.09

WelltnAdm 50.05 +.17

WndsIIAdm 45.11 +.67

Wndsr 12.08 +.15

WndsrII 25.41 +.38

Western Asset

CrPlBdIns 9.54 ...

Fund notes:
b-Fee covering
market costs
is paid from
fund assets.
m-Multiple fees
are charged,
usually a mar-
keting fee and
either a sales or
redemption fee.
x-fund paid a
distribution dur-
ing the week.

Stock notes:
d - new intraday 52-week low
n - stock was a new issue in the last year - the
���+

� ,�-, ��. ��+ �-/�

 ��
 ����/���
.
from their start date
s - stock has split, increasing outstanding
shares by at least 20 percent within the
last year
u - new intraday 52-week high
v - Trading halted on primary market
vj - company in bankruptcy, receivership or
being reorganized under the bankruptcy law
- this appears in front of the name

UBS AG 210745 15.55 -1.40
UPS B 78634 68.82 +1.17
US Bancrp 466223 35.27 +2.25
UtdTech 93957 63.11 -.01
UtdhlthGp 174010 26.78 -1.23
ValeroE 200577 31.77 +.58
VerizonCm 252136 32.84 -.40
Vodafone 75430 22.93 -.13
Wachovia 2395146 11.51 +.80
WalMart 328090 62.14 +.51
Walgrn 125874 33.48 -.79
WAMutl 1880189 2.32 +.32
WellsFargo 1136191 34.93 +3.93
Wendys 28610 21.90 -.10
Wyeth 98335 38.90 +.12
Xerox 101440 12.78 -.17
Yahoo 331494 19.26 +.41
YumBrnds 45182 38.40 +.49

Banks, Savings & Loans

Money Market 
Savings 

   Min.
Deposit     APY

CDs
   Less than                  1 to                   More than
     1 year                    3 years                    3 years
  Min.                     Min.                     Min.
 Deposit    APY    Deposit    APY    Deposit    APY

Home equity
     Fixed         Lines of
 term loans     Credit
   $25,000-      $25,000-
    49,999      49,999

APR            APR

Bank of Maumee
419-868-1750  $25,000     2.50%  $1,000    3.40% 

          11 mos.
 $1,000    4.00% 
      24-35 mos.

 $1,000      4.10% 
         37 mos.     7.25%   4.75%

Charter One Bank          N/A                N/A              N/A             N/A         
   N/A    N/A

Fifth Third Bank
419-259-7820  $50,000    1.80%   $500      3.00%

9 mos.
 $500        4.40% 

24 mos. 
 $500        5.15%

60 mos.     6.38%    3.49%

First Federal Bank, Defi ance
800-472-6292  $10,000     1.10%  $5,000     3.50%

         9 mos.
 $10,000   4.53% 
        35 mos.  

 $10,000   2.60% 
        48 mos.    7.25%    6.50%

First Federal S&L of Delta
419-822-3131           N/A   $500     1.51% 

           6 mos.
  $500     1.71% 
         12 mos. N/A     N/A     7.50%

FirstMerit Bank
419-843-9680   $500   3.00%   $1,000    2.75% 

          6 mos.
  $5,000     4.50% 
        24 mos.

           N/A    7.24%    5.00%

Genoa Bank
800-592-2828  $10,000     2.75%  $1,000    1.50%

91 days
 $10,000   4.00%

13 mos.
 $1,000     3.90%

60 mos.   N/A    5.00%

KeyBank
800-539-2968  $50,000    3.05%  $10,000   2.90% 

         7 mos.
 $25,000   5.00% 
         23 mos.

 $25,000   5.25% 
       39 mos.     6.07%    4.64%

Metamora State Bank
419-885-1996  $25,000    1.99%   $5,000  2.00% 

        182 days 
 $5,000   4.50% 
      24 mos.    

  $5,000     4.20% 
         60 mos.    7.26%   6.99%

National Bank of Oak Harbor
419-691-6264  $25,000     1.51%   $500        2.12% 

           9 mos.
  $500     2.78%
         24 mos.

  $500        4.00%     
         60 mos.    N/A    5.75%

National City Bank
800-925-9259  $25,000    1.25%  $10,000   2.25%

6 mos.
$10,000   3.55%

3 years
 $10,000   4.70%

5 years    7.92%    6.08%

Union Bank, Pemberville
419-659-2141  $50,000    0.50%  $1,000     3,35% 

         12 mos.
  $5,000     4.11%
       36 mos.

 $500        2.74%
        60 mos.    6.00%    5.00%

Credit unions

AP Federal C.U., Toledo
419-476-2531   $50,000   1.75%  $500      2.00%

6 mos.
 $500     3.00%

18 mos.
 $500     3.50%

60 mos.    5.00%    5.00%

Champion C.U., Toledo
419-407-4140  $25,000     2.25%   $1,000     2.50% 

          6 mos.
  $1,000     3.25% 
         18 mos.

 $1,000      4.00% 
        48 mos.    5.00%   5.00%

Co-op Toledo C.U.
419-382-3600          N/A $1,000       2.27%

         6 mos.
 $1,000    2.52% 
         12 mos. 

           N/A N/A    5.00%

Maumee Valley C.U., Toledo
800-890-7931   $1,000      2.22%   $500       2.52% 

           6 mos.
  $500        4.00% 
         12 mos.

  $500        4.58% 
48 mos.    5.00%    4.95%

Sun Federal C.U., Maumee
419-698-6965         N/A   $500        2.73% 

         6 mos.
 $500        3.29% 
         12 mos.

 $1,000    4.95% 
54 mos.    5.75%    5.92%

Toledo Teamsters C.U.
419-243-7373  $5,000      2.00%  $500         2.52%

         6 mos. 
 $1,000      3.65% 
         36 mos. 

 $1,000    4.25% 
        42 mos.    7.50%     N/A

Source: Financial institutions

NOTE: There may be terms and conditions to obtain the above rates, including having a savings or checking account with the institution. 
Also, for credit unions, conditions include being a resident of a particular county or an employee at specifi ed businesses.

APY is annual percentage yield, and it could change during the term of deposit. APR is annual percentage rate (including interest and 
fees). Methods of compounding vary. N/A means not available.

CONSUMER SAVINGS AND LOANS Rates as of Sept. 16, 2008 Credit score shifts with card use

Kira Limer uses cash for a book at Barnes & Noble in New York.
People are cutting credit card use to trim $850 billion in debt.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

gram soon. And there are other 
funding pools from which it can 
draw to aid homeowners strug-
gling with mortgage payments.

Since the area’s housing mar-
ket began encountering head-
winds in 2004, the center has 
helped 180 homeowners avert 
foreclosure. Negotiating with 
lenders, staff members helped 
cut clients’ combined debt by 
$4.1 million and saved each 
family an average of $60,446. 
Monthly loan payments have 
been cut by an average of $237.

The key to the center’s efforts, 
said the president, is not to hand 
out money to homeowners 
so impoverished that they are 
likely to quickly fall behind in 
payments again, but to provide 
a hand up to those with hope of 
managing the debt.

To qualify for grants of up to 
$4,999 through the Lucas County 
program, a family of four house-

hold must make no more than 
$63,600 annually, have at least 
one minor child living at home, 
and be at least two months be-
hind in mortgage payments.

Other programs exist for 
people with lower incomes, of-
fi cials said.

A program by the Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Cincinnati, 
provides grants of up to $3,500 
for households facing foreclo-
sure. That program will distrib-
ute $400,000 to homeowners in 
Lucas and 11 other northwest 
Ohio counties. Information 
for Lucas County residents is 
available from the Fair Housing 
Center, National City Bank, and 
Neighborhood Housing Ser-
vices of Toledo, and from Genoa 
Banking and WSOS Community 
Action Commission, Fremont, 
for surrounding counties.

Advocates for those facing 
foreclosure expect more help in 
the coming months when funds 
are disbursed via a federal hous-
ing bill passed earlier this year.

Ohio and Lucas County are 
among areas hardest hit by the 

mortgage crisis. In Lucas alone 
last year, there were 3,704 fore-
closure fi lings, according to the 
county clerk of courts.

 When the Fair Housing Center 
fi rst began efforts to help people 
avert foreclosure, it concentrat-
ed on assisting with mortgage 
refi nancing, said Keith Foster, 
the agency’s director of enforce-
ment. At the time, lenders often 
refused to talk and when they 
did, the efforts often resulting in 
high loan payments that hom-
eowners still struggled to pay.

More recently, as the nation’s 
mortgage crisis has intensi-
fi ed, the agency has focused on 
changing existing loans. Lenders 
are often willing to reduce mort-
gage balances and trim interest 
rates, Mr. Foster said.

While proud of the agency’s 
efforts, he is circumspect.

“We’re one agency in a city,” 
he said. “There are going to be 
plenty of people who are still go-
ing to lose their homes.”

Contact Gary Pakulski at:
gpakulski@theblade.com

or 419-724-6082.

Agency 
Continued from Page 6

the 1930s.
“Virtually all the infl ation 

indicators are on the wane. 
Labor markets are weak and 
compensation gains slight,” said 
Kenneth Beauchemin, of Global 
Insight, of Lexington, Mass.

 Even with a drop in prices 

because of the decline in energy, 
consumers were still squeezed
in many areas. Food prices rose 
a sharp 0.6 percent in August 
and so far this year are up at a 
rate of 7.5 percent, considerably 
faster than the 4.9 percent rise in 
food costs for all of 2007.

Clothing prices shot up 0.5 in 
August after an even bigger 1.2 
percent rise in July, gains econo-
mists said refl ected the weaker 
dollar, which has boosted U.S. 

exports but increased costs for 
imports like clothing .

Even with the dip in overall 
prices, paychecks stayed under 
pressure. Weekly wages of non-
supervisory workers fell by 2.5 
percent in August compared to a 
year ago, the 11th straight month 
in which wages have been down 
on a year-over-year basis.

Core infl ation, which excludes 
energy and food, edged up by a 
slight 0.2 percent.  
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