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Scott Hamilton donates 
$500,000 for ice arena
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Weather
A cloud cover 
will remain 
in the region, 
despite an east-
erly breeze.
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Demanding answers
A group of ministers wants full 
disclosure in the shooting by 
police of a Toledo woman, 62.
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to boost the area’s self-esteem.
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To purchase cards or for more 
information, call 419.476.4154

hase cards or for more

gift card

Season’s Greetings!
Mancy’s Restaurant Group

One gift card. Four great Restaurants.

Christmas Eve Hours
4:00pm to 7:00pm
New Year’s Eve Hours
4:00pm to 9:30pm

Christmas Eve Hours
3:00pm to 7:00pm
New Year’s Eve Hours
3:00pm to 9:00pm

Christmas Eve Hours
4:00pm to 7:30pm
New Year’s Eve Hours
4:00pm to 9:30pm

Christmas Eve Hours
11:00am to 6:30pm
New Year’s Eve Hours

11:00am to 10:00pm

Equity firm to acquire 
Cedar Fair for $2.4B

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE DEAL

THE BLADE

Richard Kinzel,
CEO, Cedar Fair

The “Volcano” at Kings Dominion

Norwegian Cruise Lines
is among Apollo’s holdings

Buyer: Apollo Global 
Management LLC
Founded: 1990
Headquarters: New 
York City
Industry: Private 
equity; $51 billion in 
assets

Seller: Cedar Fair LP
Founded: 1870
Headquarters: 
Sandusky
Industry: amusement 
and water parks 
2008 revenue: $996 
million. 2008 profit: 
$5.7 million

SELLER

BUYER

The “Perilous 
Plunge” at 
Knott’s Berry 
Farm

■ Apollo Global Management to buy Cedar 
Fair, $2.4 billion deal

■ Approval needed by regulators and 
two-thirds of Cedar Fair shareholder 
holdings

■ Deal to close by next spring
■ Buyer to keep amusement parks open

By JON CHAVEZ
BLADE BUSINESS WRITER

Amusement and water park op-
erator Cedar Fair LP, in a surprise 
move that sent roller coaster-type 
shudders through the industry, 
said yesterday a New York City pri-
vate equity fi rm will buy it.

The $2.4 billion deal made by 
Apollo Global Management LLC 
is not expected to result in the 
closing of any of the Sandusky en-
tertainment fi rm’s 11 amusement 
parks, six water parks, and fi ve 
hotels in the United States and 
Canada. Apollo  also is expected 
to retain the management and 
employees.

Its most notable properties are 
Cedar Point amusement park in 
Sandusky, Kings Island near Cin-
cinnati, and Knott’s Berry Farm 
near Los Angeles.

The deal, disclosed late Wednes-
day night but confi rmed yesterday 
by Cedar Fair offi cials, caught 
 industry insiders off-guard. It 
would turn the 139-year-old fi rm 
with public stock into a privately 
owned operation. The  industry 
has experienced declining atten-
dance, and key player Six Flags 
Inc. is in bankruptcy.

“It was a very tough decision 
to make, and to keep it quiet in 
this industry was diffi cult,” Rich-
ard Kinzel, Cedar Fair chairman, 
president, and chief executive, 
told The Blade last night.

The transaction is expected to 

By JIM PROVANCE
BLADE COLUMBUS BUREAU CHIEF

COLUMBUS — Forget that 
latest income tax cut you’ve 
seen in your paychecks for 
the last 11 months.

Lawmakers and Gov. Ted 
Strickland yesterday broke a 
long-awaited deal to patch an 
$851 million hole in the state’s 
education budget by delaying 
for two years the fi nal 4.2 
percent installment of a total 
21 percent cut set in motion 
in 2005.

School districts across the 
state heaved a sigh of relief 
as the Republican-controlled 
Senate voted 17-15 to pass 
the measure. Republicans 
put up the bare minimum 
of fi ve votes for what they’ve 
characterized as a tax hike to 
add to all 12 Democrats who 
consider it a tax freeze.

The Democratic-controlled 
House passed the measure  
54-42 late last night. Mr. 
Strickland said he did not 
anticipate exercising his line-
item veto power to strike any 
of the compromises that led 
to passage.

 The vote came days before 
Mr. Strickland had said his 
administration would have 
been forced to start slashing 
aid to K-12 schools to balance 
the budget.

For the typical family of 
four earning $60,000 a year, 
what would have been an $85 
cut in state income taxes in 
2009 will be reduced to about 
$7. That $7 would be  because 
of an increase in the personal 
exemption that is not being 
undone with this bill.

A family of four earning 
$200,000 would see its tax 

Deal reached 
to patch hole in 
schools budget  

THE BLADE/AMY E. VOIGT

John Montgomery and his dog Hershey inspect an apartment at 
Vistula Manor on Cherry Street for potential bedbug infestation. 
The dog, rescued from a pound, is trained to detect bedbugs. 

Parks, other 
key holdings 
expected to 
remain open

OHIO LEGISLATURE

GOP yields crucial 5 votes
to delay cut in income tax 

Bedbug-sniffing canine
putting a bite on vermin

INSPECTING APARTMENTS

By JC REINDL
BLADE STAFF WRITER

He’s friendly and obedient, 
his fur is the color of chocolate, 
and he earns his keep sniffi ng 
out those dreaded and elusive 
bloodsuckers known to lurk in 
mattresses.

Toledo, meet Hershey: He’s a 
nationally certifi ed bedbug detec-
tion dog who’s visiting from Cin-
cinnati to help rid Vistula Manor 
and other residential properties of 
 infestations.

Hershey’s job precedes reme-
diation. Exterminators, after all, 
must know where to spray.

“He’s a bedbug-sniffi ng dog,” 
said the Labrador retriever’s own-
er and handler, John Montgomery, 
who with his wife, LeAnne, operate 
Canine Bedbug Finder from their 
home outside Cincinnati. “We’re 
going apartment by apartment … 
he’ll sniff beds, he’ll sniff sofas and 
chairs and piles of clothes.” 

The small, reddish-brown in-
sects known as bedbugs are about 
the size of an apple seed. The bugs 

Need for H1N1 shots gets more urgent 
 By JULIE M. McKINNON
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Lucas County’s fi rst known 
death from complications of 
H1N1 — of a 52-year-old man 
with cancer — demonstrates how 
important it is for people to get 
vaccinated for the infl uenza, says 
the deputy health commissioner.

Thomas Miles, Sr., of Toledo 
died of H1N1 complications last 
month at the University of To-
ledo Medical Center, according to 

county death records.
Also , a 51-year-old man with 

heart and other health problems 
recently died from infl uenza, 
although the kind of fl u  was not 
specifi ed on his death certifi cate, 
 said Larry Vasko, deputy health 
commissioner.

Neither man had the H1N1 vac-
cine as far as the health depart-
ment can determine, although 
both were in a high-priority group 
because they were younger than 

64 and had chronic conditions, 
Mr. Vasko said. Those with cancer 
or other illnesses may not be able 
to get vaccinated, but their family 
members and others who care for 
them should be, he said.

“Defi nitely, if you’re sick or 
you’re around people who are 
sick, you need to be vaccinated,” 
Mr. Vasko said.

Local health departments this 
week began holding open H1N1 
clinics for everyone who wants 

the vaccine, which is free. An open 
H1N1 clinic is scheduled for 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. today  at Sylvania 
United Church of Christ, 7240 Erie 
St., Sylvania.

The Toledo-Lucas County 
Health Department also is ad-
ministering seasonal fl u vaccines 
during H1N1 clinics for $20 each. 
Through a partnership with the 
University of Toledo, the health 
department recently received a 

t What you need to know 
about bedbugs. Page 8.

THE DEAL:
t A two-year 
delay in 2009’s 
fi nal 4.2 percent 
installment 
of a total 21 
percent, fi ve-
year cut in 
the personal 
income tax paid 
by individuals 
and many small 
businesses.
t A pilot pro-
gram in which 
rules governing 
the award of 
construction 
contracts would 
be loosened for 
three yet-to-
be-determined 
university build-
ing projects of 
varying sizes.
t A one-year 
delay in next 
year’s mandate 
that schools 
offer all-day 
kindergarten if 
a school board 
adopts a waiver 
resolution 
justifying why 
it needs more 
time.
t The poten-
tial for partial 
restoration of 
funding cut in 
the current two-
year budget 
from private 
and religious 
schools if year-
end balances 
in the budget 
meet certain 
thresholds. See BUDGET, Page 11 See CEDAR, Page 10

See FLU, Page 3

See BEDBUGS, Page 8
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